THE ISLE OF MAN. A GUIDE TO
THE ISLE OF MAN WITH THE
MEANS OF ACCESS THERETO
AND AN INTRODUCTION TO ITS
SCENERY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649040711

The Isle of Man. A Guide to the Isle of Man with the Means of Access Thereto and an
Introduction to Its Scenery by Joseph George Cumming

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOSEPH GEORGE CUMMING

THE ISLE OF MAN. A GUIDE TO
THE ISLE OF MAN WITH THE
MEANS OF ACCESS THERETO
AND AN INTRODUCTION TO ITS
SCENERY

ﬁTrieste






THE ISLE OF MAR



The Jsle of PWan

A GUIDE

< TIE

ISLE OF MAN

WITHE

THE MEANS OF ACCESS THERETO

AND LN DN TROLTOTTON B0

ITE SCENERY

DONTAINTNG AL A& GHEHNERAYT. SYROPSIE OF IIR
CONETITUTION —CLIMATE — LA NGTAGH— POPILATION — M4 ¥NERS
AND (USTOMS—TOPOOBRAFAY —OUVIL AXT BOTHITASTICAL IMATOERY—
AGRTITUAE— FINHHRTES— MTNES— BN ERATH — W AN CFA T REf—
ANTIGEITIAS —BOTANY —=0BOLOGY — AND BOOLOGY

®Y THERE

REV, JOSEPH GEORGE CUMMING, M.A, F.G.8.

LITE WANTREY OF QUENE'S COLLEGH, DIEMINGIAN, AFD
TORMERLY VICE-FRIFOITAL OF ET¥G WILLCAM'A (OLLEGE, IELE OF HAN

LONDON
EDWARD 8TAXFORD, 6§ CHARING CROSSE
- 1881



PREFACE

Poryoore VERGIL, writing In 1470, eaya:  There are ma-
nie iles adjacent to Britagne, end two of indifferent fame:
the one called the Isla of Wighte, buinga againat the south
bancke of Englonde ; the other ilond, heings somewhat
famona, is the Ite of Mons or Man." :

The proximity of the former Iatand to the English coast,
the easy aceess to 1f from London, and the peculisr loveli-
ness of ita sconery, have rendered It a favonrite resort of
veletudingriang and plensure-geaders. The lattar island, on
aceount of its greater-distance, ia comparatively strange to
the inhabitants of the south of England, and to the majority
of Englishmen ita remackable history and many attractions
are not as well known ss they desstve to be.

To remove in some messure this ignomnce of a spot which
really does offer to the home tourist the astrongest induce-
ments to 3 visit, the following scoomnt has been drawn
up, not without the hope also thet it may sssist those
who are desirons of selecting some new plessure-fiald for
the summer months, and who have not as yet had their
attention directed to the Iele of Man.

The plan of the book is simply this. The 1st chapter is
taken up with the considerstion, preliminary in the mind of
the intending fourlet, of the merna and coat of reaching the
island from the different porta of Great Britain and Ireland.
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vi - PREFACE.

The next chapter is devoted to & general description of
the island, its situation, extent, population, and language ;
and information is added respecting the climate and the cost
of living. Most persons who have heard anything of the
Tsle of Man are aware that, owing to the absmmes of the
higher dutics on imperts, the loxuzries of life may there be
obtained at a much cheaper rate then in England. Tha
sdvantages in this respect are preater to regidents than to
the visitor in the eummer mémths, when the influx of
sirangyora reises the price of many erticles of consumption,
mors especially fish and ponliry. Even in wines it is wausl
at the first—clase hotels to charge higher in summer than in
winter,

The information respocting the climate is of 8 mare
precise charseter, in order to correct the vory erroncous
opinions which are entarteined by most pecple asio iia
adaptation to the wanta of thoss wlwo sealc healih aa well as
relaxation in their yisit fo the islend. All thai hea been
gaid of the benedit to bo derived by the invelid from a visit
to, or & residencs in, the Isle of Wight, applies with equal
force to the Isle of Men.

Tables are given in this work of the result of observa-
‘tions on the thermomeater at three differsnt stations in
the lale of Man, two of them being the very much ex-
posed poirits of the Calf of Man and Point of Ayre Light-
houses, the third being Ballesslla, near Castletown, a
more inland sitmation, and one which affords & more
correct indieation of the gemeral climate. For the tabls
belonging to this last station I am indebted to the kindness
of my friend J, Burman, Eaq, F.HEAB, who has made
lsborious observetions, with very sccurate and well-tested
instrumenta, four times daily for the Inst seven years. From
this table it will be seen that the mean summer ternperature
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of the Isle of Man ia 56* 17/, and the mesn winter tempera-
tare 40° 8 ; thus the difference betweon summer and winter
is only 16° 27", The tempersture of the hottest month
(August) is 57° 7, and of the coldest (February) 38° 7, so
that the difference between the hottest and coldest months
is mot more than 18°  According to the tables of Professer
Dove, of Berlin, printed in the Report of the Dritish
Association for 1847, the Jenuary tempersture of the Iale
of Wight is 377 (i, . more than two degrees lower than
that of the Tale of Man), end the differsnee between the
hottest and coldest montha is 28°% giving therefore 107 of
oquebility of temperature in favonr of the Tsle of Man as
against the Tale of Wight.

The myrtle and fuchsis Sourish at all times, woprotected
cxcopt from the winds, and shrubs from the Morea have
stood for years in the pardens of Balladoole.

When the altitude of some of the mountaine of the Isle
of Man, reaching to npwards of 2,004} feet sbove the sea, the
treeless character of the cowntry, and the grest forea of the
winds, are taken into copsiderstion, tha obesrved tem-
peratures will 'PH'I']:I.HP.I- metorash thoas who ave not previonsly
aware of the effuct of the wutera of the Gulf Btresm on
the climata of the western portions of Glreat Britain and

Ireland,
The 3rd chapter in this book gives a condensed account

of the singular political constitution of the island, with a
etatement of the revenue. The more remarkable menners
and supsrstitious practices of the ialanders are presented in
the 4th chapter, & notice being alse added in the 16th
chapter of the seclesiastical cuatoms.,

The 6th chapter affords information es fo the axtent of
trade in the island.

The *Itinerary” occupies -the 6tk and four following
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viii FREFACE,

chapters. This haa been written out wery fully umder
tha eonviction thdt to the majority of vigitors it will prove
the most usafol portion of thes book, Itis adapted sither to
& short ¥isit or to & protreeted sojourn on the island, The
ground has been frequently gome over by myself, pri-
marily with aview of clucidating the geclogy of the country,
during & residence of nearty 14 years in the Isle of Man, and
the descriptivns of the cbjeets and scenery mentioned are,
for the moet part, copies from my note-hooks of records mads
on the epot.  Being en ardent loyer of the beantias of nature,
T mey sometimes have given vent to feslings of sdmiration
where others mey not he particularly struck with the scene;
but the mind of the geclogist is always awake to catch each
variation in the frm and outline of & country, and to specu-
late immedintely on the ceuses which may have produeod
such varistions ; he is thws led to notice peculiarities which
espape the observatiom of those who are not accustomed
to look below tha surface. Sach peculiarities are frequently
advarted to in the following pagea. The greater mumber
of towdsts, howoever, are not prologiste, antiquarians, or
students of naturel history ; the itinerary, therefore, deals -
principally with those objecta In which ell alike are pre-
rumed to be infercsted, and scparate very brief chepters
ars subsequently given on the arch=mology, botany, geology,
and zoology of the iflgnd. These are the 11th, 12th, 18th,
and 16th ; they may suffice to indicate to those who desire
ach information the different points to which, if so disposed,
they ahould diract their mors minute investigations, Thesa
chapters, as well az the 14th and 15th, which relate to the
civil and ecclesinaticnl history of the Isle of Man, may be
read by the touriat st homs, so thet he may be prepared at
once, on hisarrivel upon the island, to proceed to those parts
in which he foels his interest is eopocially engaged. The
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chapter on the botany was prepared for me many years ago
by my lamented friand the late Profasscr Hdward Forbes,
by birth a Manxman, and appearsd, almeet in its present
form, in my “ Telc of Man, its History, Phyeical, Ecclesiasti-
eal, Civil, and Legendary,” published in 1848, To the same
authority is due the chief part of the chaptear on the zoology
of the islemd. They who desire mora extended informstion
will of ¢oozee eopsalt his work on the * British Starfishes,”
and the sarlier prodact of hisremarkabls geniue, the < Mala-
cologis Momenkis,” The chapters on the sntiquities snd
geology aro the result of my own lsbours, and presant a
summary of what I have previously published on those
subjects, with the eddition of Inter discoverics, 1 am sware
that I lay myself open to the charge of egotivm in making
guch a refsrence fo my own works, and In quoting from them
as I hays done in the pressnt book ; but T heve been in &
measore forced to adopt thia conrse, by oheerving that others
have made nse of theso worles {mors particulurly the #* Bunie
nod other Monumental Remeing,” and the ¥ 3tory of Rushen
Cestle and Bushen Abbey™) without aclmowledgment, end
I might seem in the following pages to be horrowing from
them that which they have in reality primacily talen from
myself,

I believe that the 14th and 15th chapters affurd, though
in & very condensed form, the most correct civil and eccle-
giastical history of the Isle of Man which has yet appeared.
I have availed myself herein of the documenta bromght to
light in the valoable publications of ths Menx BSociety,
more aspecielly in their dth volume (the “Monuments de
Insnle’ Manmite ¥ of Dr. Oliver), published last year, and
the Bth volrme (the * Vastigia Insule Mannis Antiqui-
ora,” by H. R, Owwald, Haq., H.K.) which has just ap-
peared. The former volume contains & corrected adition
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