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PREFACE.

Maxy excellent and useful volumes have been
written, to instruet the ignorant and to direct the
inquiring. The Author of the following pages has,
notwithstanding this, often found it impossible to
procure for religious Inquirers, a book fitted to ex-
plain the principal difficultics, arising from the
present state of society and of the Christian church.

He is aware that in the works already published,
this is done incidentally and partially. It appeared,
however, to him, that a publication was required,
which would bring together the principal external
obstacles in the way of a religions inquirer, show
their influence on his mind, and the best method of
escaping their evil effects. A work which, while
it did not present doctrines and precepts i a sys-
tematic forin, would yet contain a full statement of
divine truth, bearing practically on the peculiar cir-
cnmstances of religious inguirers.
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This has heen attempted in the following pages.
It has been the wish of the Author to encourage
the inquirer to persevere in the pursuit of divine
truth; and to show the suitablencss of the Gospel, in
explaining and removing those difficulties which dis-
tract and distress the mind.  He has also constant-
ly urged upon the reader, the duty and privilege of
trying every sentiment and advice presented in thesc
pages, by an appeal to the word of God.

Keeping in view the class of readers for which
this book was written, the Author has avoided as
much as possible the use of certain modes of ex-
pression In explaining religions truth, phrases which
are easily understood by Christians, but which pre-
sent no definite meaning to those who are only com-
mencing religious inguiries. This has obliged him
n some instances, to employ a greater number of
words than to some might appear necessary : but he
trusts the advantage to the inquirer will be so much
the greater.

It appears also proper to state, that the Author
has avoided referring to the peculiarities of any de-
nomination of Christians ; not that he deeins these
to be of no importance, or that, for the sake of
peace, any part of divine truth should be compro-
mised; but, desiring to give advice to religious in-
quirers in general, in the great doctrines and duties

of Christianity, he has kept aloof from points which
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would lead to unnecessary distinetions. But, while
he is not aware of a single expression on such points,
which can justly offend any one who belicves the
Gospel, he has endeavoured to advocate those truths
which all true Christians believe; and to enforce
attention to those duties which every Christian will
consider it a privilege to perform. He has tried to
support the interests of the church of Christ in
general, and not those of any section of that church
in particular.

The author trusts he can say, without any affec
tation, that the design of this publication is an at-
tempt to do good to a large and interesting class of
the community. Some of these are so discouraged
by difficulties on the right hand and on the left,
that they hardly dare to move a step farther. While
there are others more anxious to go forward, whe
yet cagerly look around for some one to guide their
perplexed and doubtful minds. The Author has, in
the sincerity of his heart, attempted to meet these
different cases. How far he has succeeded, he must
leave those readers to determine, who are in the
circumstances desecribed.

If the following pages should, by the blessing of
(God, extricate one sincere inguirer from error, and
enable him sooner to obtain the peace and joys of

true religion; or if they should do no more than
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encourage one tried and troubled mind, to persevere
in the pursuit of divine truth, the Author has not

written in vain.



CONTENTS.

CIHAPTER J.

Page

Tre NaTune or RELiGIovs INQUIRY, AND TUHE nuey
Meaws or PyunsvixNe 1T i .
CHAPTER 11I.

Tue IsrrLuence or Ennosxzons Prescmive ox rng
Alrvns or RErnicrovs Ixnguinens 4

CITAPTER 111

THE INPLUuENCcE oF Husaw Wiwrrivoes ox THE Mixos
v evisioos [auinens . : ;

CHATPTER IV.

Twe Isvivewce oF INTIMATE IsTERCOURSE withH

OPEN TRANSGHLESSONS oF THE Divixe Law

CHAPTER V.

The IvPLyvence oF WornorLy PuoPEssons ox Tue
Mixns oF Reciciovs Ixquinens

i)

110



