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FOR THE MAJOR.

CHAPTER L

Epgereey the first lay on the eastern flank of Chil-
lawassec Mountain ; Edgerley the sceond six hundred
feet above. The first Edgerley, being nearer the high
eivilization of the state ecapitul, claimed the name,
and held 1t; while the sccond Edgerley was obliged
to content itself with an added “{far”™ Iar Edger-
ley did not objeet to itz adjective so long as it was
not conzidered as applying especially to the distance
between it and the lower town. It was * far,”" if you
pleased—far from eities, far from traffic, from Daby-
lon, from Zanzibar, from the Pole—but it was not
“far™ from Edgerley. Rather was Edgerley far
from it, and—long may she keep so! Meanwhile
Edgerley the first prospered, thongh rather plebeian-
ly. She had two thousand inhabitants, eheese facto-
ries, saw-mills, and a stage line across Black Mountain
to Tnloa, where connection was made with a second
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line, which went eastward to the railway. An Ed-
gerley merchant, therefore, could reach the capital
of his state in fifty-five hours: what could man want
more? The merchants were of the opinion that they
wanted nothing ; they fully appreciated their advan-
tages, and Edgerley. But their neighbors on top of
the mountain, who looked down upon them in more
sensos than one, did not agree with them in ther
apinion ; they infinitely preferred their own village,
though it had oo factories, no saw-mills, no stage line
to Tuloa, and no necessity for one, and no two thon-
sand inhabitants—hardly, indeed, and with streteh-
ing, a bare thonsand. There wounld seem to have
been little in these lacks upon which to found a
pride, if the matter had been viewed with the eyes
of that spirit of progress whieh generally takes
charge of American towns; but, so far at least, the
Spirit of Progress had not elimbed Chillawassce
Moaontain, and thus Far Edgerley was left to its
prejudiced creed.

The creed was ancient—both towns boasting an
ante-Revolutionary origin—but, though ancient, Mad-
am Carroll of the Farms had been the first to em-
body it in a portable phrase; brief (for more words
would have given too much importance to the sub-
ject), calmly superior, as a Carroll phrase should be.
Madamn Carroll had remarked that Edgerley seemed



