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PREFACE

Durma the course of my many lecture trips throughout
the couniry I have had occasion to appear before various
organigations which were conducted for the purpose of
child study. The interest and enthusissm in behalf of this
praiseworthy work has been manifest on all oceasions, but
there has appeared everywhere a serious difficulty in
obtaining suitable progrems for the meetings. The
specific purpose of the QrrLvE: or Criin STroy i to
meet this difficulty and to offer a complete series of
programs with topics and reference, covering every
important phase of chbild #ife. In the prepamstion of the
text I have aimed especially to serve the interests of the
parent-teacher associations, mothers’ clubs, and londred
organizations of this general cluss,

Part L. of the book offers a peneral disoussion of the
plan of organization and management of the various
child-study clubs. It is hoped that the reader will give
particular attention to the methods and devices of-
fered. Part I1. contsins the programs referred to sbove.
The figures at the close of each topic designate respec-
tively the number and the page of the reference volume.
Part ITI. coniains the bhibliographies. It will be noticed
that the references first given are confined chiefly to the
volumes and pamphlats numbered 1 to 18, inclusive.
‘Then, a second set of boeks is used in like manner. The
third and general reference list begins with number 32.

The necessity that each nad every child-study organiza-
tion obtain at least a few well-selected reference books

il



viii Preface

cannot well be over emphasized. The ordinary mothers®
club may suitably begin its studies with Program 1 of this
text, but the pareni-teacher association will perhaps do
better by taking up the work at the beginning of Chap-
ter VII. or Chapter YIII. It will be far better to follow
the programs in their regular arder than to hurry through
the text by picking out a few of the most attraciive ones.
Enough work is offered by the 450 topics to constitute a
solid three-year course for the ordinary child-study society.

For a statement of the general purpose of this volume
the reader is referred to Chapter I.

My wife, Edith 8. McKeever, has rendered me most
valuable sssistance in the selection of the references and
in determining the general policy of the hook,

Finally, I take this occasion to thank the press of the
country for the most generous criticism of my other hooks
on child life; and also to express my gratitude to the
soores of friends, fat and nesr, who have rendered minor
assistance in the preparation of the programs. I capnot
express & better wish then thet they all experience the
great and permanent pleasure which naturally comes to
the one who learna to love the children and to minister
unto their needs.

Wornawm A McKEEvER.
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