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* And when they had song sa hymo, they ‘ﬁﬂbﬂ
mount of Olives,” — Matt. vl 87—
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HIE RESFECTED DIOCEHAM,

THE RIGHT REVEREND TEOMAS VOWLER,

LOAD BISHOPF OF 8T. ASAFH,

THIB LITTLE VOLLME
I8,
WITH HIE LORDBHIFB FPERMIEHION,

HUTMEBELY TMSCEIREL

BY HIE FAITHFUL AND QBLIGED SERVANT,

THE ATTHOR.






PREFACE.

Tee present livtle work has oviginated in the
author’s baving been leid mside by ill-health
from miniaterial duty. Being anxious to sop-
plr, io however humble & taoner, his lack
of servica to the Church, he bas ventured, yet
with much diffidence, to offer to parents and
other teachers who edopt the plan of & regun-
ler and systemstic course of reading the Gos-
pels with their children, or pupils, a small
set of hymus intended to be combined with
such & plan of instruction. The subject of
each bymn is taken from the several chapters
of the four Evangelists, in regular succession ;
so that there are ms many hymns as there are
chapters in that portion of the Holy Beripuare.
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In venturing to offer this linle collection
to the public, the author 18 indeed peiofully
aware how much it falls short in merit of

what such & work ought to be. He is, how-

- egver, consoled by the reflection, arising from

a long course of ministerial experience, that
the hymns which most address themselves to
the heart, end are found in practice the most
usefol, are not those which are distinguished
so much by beasuty of expression, or high
poetic merit, a8 those which contain a simple
enunciation of Goaspel truth set forth in the
plainest and moet unadorned manner. In the
early part of his ministry, be waa often sur.
prised at being told by the sick whom he
was  vigiting, how mueh they bad been strock
by szch or emoh & hymn; when, upon reading
it over, he found nothing whatever either of
what appeared to him poetic merit, or beauty
of language, to recommend it. He thus be-
came convinced that It is with hymos as
with sermons—what is reguired in them to
reach the heart is * pot excellency of speech,
or of man's wisdom,”—but the plain vnadorned
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truth of the Guospel. He fears, indeed, that,
aven in this respect, his hymns may be fonnd
waoting ; for how can any ome vary from
language of Scripture, even in the most trifling
degree, and not lose some of ils foree and
excellence * As bhe believes, however, that a
collection of Gospel Hymne adapted to a
regular and eystematic course of reading the
Holy Beriptores will be foond usefnl to those
engaged in the education of the young on
the Sabbath day, whether in schools or privete
families, he hos ventured to publish the pre-
sent collection, in the bnmble hope that there
are many parentz and teechers who mey be
glad to svail themselves of such a help.

GFuernsey, June 10, 1847,



