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PREFACE.

Tae Hisrory or THE Earcy IR1sa CHURCH is intereating
o wany aceonnts, but on none more than for its long indepen-
dence of, and actual sition to, the Church of Rome, Like
the early British Church, and, indeed, like all those planted
by the frst heralds of the gospel and their early successors;
which, though united in the bonds of faith and love, and a
common hope and interest, yet were all alike independent of
each other, and governed by their own ecclesiastical rulers,
the Irish Chorch knew no master but Christ, and acknowledged
oo jurisdiction but that of her awn synods and her own metro-
politan. 'What more interesting than the faet, that the Church
now established in Ireland is the literal descendent in succes-
sion and doctrine, and, consequently, the rightful beir of the en-
dowments, of the early Irish? What inore interesting than
the fact, that it was not till the latter half of the twellth century
that the Irish Church first formally connected herself with the see
of Rowe, and became enslaved to & foreign master 7 And what
more solemn than the lesson that the Irish people have not
enjoyed a day's national peace or coinfort since? These are
important truhs; and it is well they should be universally
known and considered ; and more i ‘;,r 50 gt the present
crisis. Even intelleciaally considered, the facts are interesting ;
but religionsly considered, they are extremely im#nmi. They
ara of themselves a refutation of all Romanism. 'We need not go
to the remota regions of Asa for instances of primitive and
independent Churches. We have ome at home in oor own
Jand as it were, planted while Christianity was yet fresh and
pure, Fruwing up and flourishing for a Jong snccession of ages,
apart from Home; the retrest of sacred learning and piety, the
abade of saints, and the teacher of Eurepe; preserving the sim-
plicity of her first faith; waintaining her right to be free;
and remaining substantially the same, afler nearly a thousénd
years, as she was when she was first planted.

The object of the following few chapters is to put soms
.of the evidence of these important facts briefly, yet clearly
before the reader. The subject was first handled Ly the author



4

in two lectures, delivered to the Members of 8t. George's Instrue-
tion Bociety, in Birmingham ; and aflerwards revised and com-
mitted to the press at the sarnest request of these members, and
that of the clergy who were present. It is presented under a two-
fold ; first, that of the history, and next, that of the doctrine
and religion, ol the early Irish Choreh. Tha author has consulted
the best authorities on the subject, and gives vouchers for every
statement. He has been very sparing of comments; and the only
merit his little work claims is that of evoiding the legends and
fables with which the hagiologists and saint-makers of a late age
have darkened the subject, and of aiming at a faithful compi
tion and lucid arrangement of suthentic documents; from which
the reader will be sble to form his own judgement. No infer-
ence is drawn by the writer, but such as is amply borme out by
the very words of the authors which he quotes. In the ap-
Endjx the passages are given in the original, io all cases of
portance ; and no prins have been spared, consistently with
‘brevity, to render the litle work gnently nseful, to make
the character of the early Irish Church pnpu{srlf known, and
bring the facls of the cose within the reach of every ordinary
reader. From the proofs alleged it will be clearly seen, that
that Church was fur ages the same as the Church now estab-
lished in Ireland: shall I say, in all respects, doctrinally and
substantially, the same 7 the same, affirmatively and segatively P
yes, the reader will judge. He will see that she was not only
truly orthodex and ewnﬁiu], bat literally protestant; not
merely independent of, but sctually opposed to, the see of
Rome; and that it was ouly after a long series ; firet, of secret
plotting and deceptivn; then, of open agitation; and, finelly,
of i?erE;a war and mﬂﬁlml rio]l;nm upon nn';muclﬂ'm&
; that was at length propagated in Ireland,
m twelfth ans Eimnth centuries.

The author will only add, that if be could indulge a hope
that any of his brethven, in his dear * fsther land,” would
allow selves to read and ponder these pages with candor,
he feels Emumdeﬂ that, under God's blessing, lh:iy. twe, wonld
see, with deep penitence and sorrow, how widely they have
swerved from the faith of their fathers, and what a bad and
blind devotion that is with which they now eling to a religion,
which was first insidiously bronght in amongst them by
the intrigne and comning ; and, finally, forced upon them by
the treachery and violence, of the bishop of Rome. God grant
that they way at length open their eyes to these things,



FIRST CHAPTER.

THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY ¥ IRELIND.

1. Toat Christianity wes early planted in Ireland we inow o oo
questionable anclent testimony, though st what precise dme tha Gospel
was first preached there, or who wer its first heralds, it in now impossibla
w ascartain,  Hot Ireland has fared no worae in this respect than many
other conntries, in which the orlgin of chelatianity Is lnvelved In similar
remote obecurity.  However, that the Christian Chureh was thera before
the time of Patrick, its reputed Apostle, we know, on the suthority of
Patrick bimself. In & tract addressed to the lrish people, and to be
noticed farther on, he enye—" I joumeyed in all directions for your sake,
ovan fo fhose vemoleat corers of your Tale, o which no one had gome
before me, to baptize or ordain mivisters.” Here you see Patrick does
not clalm the Apostleship of the whols of Irelaad ; but plalaly intlmates
that some, &t least, of the lass remote places, had already been blassed with
the Christian religion. We also kmow the same on the authority of & som-
terpporary Latin Father. Two years before St Patrick entored upon his
Iabours, & missdonary bad been sent to Ireland by Pope Celosiine ; and
Frosper, & friend of that Pope, recording this fuct, has these words in his
chronicls, i, p, 430, % Palladiue iz crdained by Pope Celestins, and
eemt a8 flret (or chief) Wabiop to the Soats Belicving in Chrint” {1) Hars,
then, is positive encient testimeny to the fact that there was a Christhan
Church in Ireland befora the misdon: of Pallading, snd copsequently
befure that of 8t Patrick. ® The Scots believing in (risi” Now, as
somo of gur northern nefghboors below the Tweed have been so rash or
vain as bo claim this sestimony of Prosper, ea referring 1o thomenives, it
in important to noties here, once for all, that the name Scotis (4) was an.
tiently approprinted to Ireland. In trath, no other country was known

= Thn prosent Scotland was called Albanis, Caledonis, or the Cematrr of the Picta
A eclemy, however, freme the Nerth of Ireland, having possessed thampelves of Argyle pod
Ayrshirs, and st up & new Ringdom there, A. 0. 003, wodes the twa royal brotheds,
Feargis and Loarn, thess also, mot loag afier, began to be ealled ¥ Beote™ ; bui st firet
gmerally with the distinetion * Seota of Albaia,” or Albin Boots,” (s Lrish wtill retadslag
the oriina] mame © the Scobs” Bebeequintly the distisetnn grew to bo * Trish Bcots,™
“ Albin Boots.” And wo the distinetion sontineed even mo lste ns the Sirtemnth century.
This innow admitted by all who have given any attroton to the madter, S Chalmers’
Calaefomeiis, ﬁl’.l;lﬂlgﬁl-
A
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by thal pame up to the twelith centary; wa Archbishop Usher bas claarly
shown, who adds—* T thiok thers catinot be produced from the whals
of the first alaven cemiuries » wingls wriler who bas called Albanis by
the name of Scofin" (De Primord,c. 16.) So that when Prosper esys
* Palladine id sent to preside as chiel bishop over the Sents believing in
Christ;" there can be no misuke as to what people is meant, nor any
duubt of there baing already & Chureh of Christ among them.

2. Now, to this wa must not hesitats to add snother interesting fact,
bearing npon the same point; which we read of in the lives of the Irish
Saints, and which, thoogh mized ap with fable and folly, and anschronism,
Hke every thing else which legendary Monks heve put thelr haods o,
yei we have po right to disbelieve, secing it Is thus smply borze out and
oonfirmed by this anthentic and joint testimony of Prosper and Patrick.
That fact is this, that prior to the dme of Patrick thers were not only
several Christlan Churches, bat stviral Christian bishops also, |o the
mﬁmaﬂmmﬂmm;ﬂ.@lﬂnmLhmmudHnln
in Munster; and st Beg-Erin and Ossary, in Leinster; Umugh; st the
same time, it appears that the whole of the northern and western
proviness sontinued still pagan ; while, nevertheloss, we must not forgst
to add, that even in some of these Jatter, St Patrick is said to have dis-
covered traces of a former but extiuet Christisnity. The cames of
thewe Prelates ware Hieran, Ailbe, Declan, and Thar; their memories
ara oiill perpetnatsd and greally vemerated in thosae parts, and though
much ingennity has boen resoriad w0 with o view of discrediting their
history, in coossquemce of the arrant folly with which it hes been
biended ; yot the fact faelf of their existence and labeors, is boroe oot
by evory document connseted with the history of the early Icisb
Churoh.

5. Bot this is not all: thers are some othar very interesting and well-
known facts, which not only prove that the Chureh of Christ existed st
an early perdod In Ireland, bot morecver, vary clearly fodicats thet,
though narrow In her Hmiw, yor she was nothing inferior in vigour to any
of har siaters oo the continent. They ars fects connected with the Pelagian
herssy. Wo read that the propagators, though not the firet authors, of
this novelty, {which originaisd at Rome sbont the close of the foarth
evatury, and which denied the dostrine of original #in and the necesalty
of resvwing and sanctifying grase.) were Pelagins and Celestins, thet is,
Morgan (b) and Kelly, the former a Briton and the latter wn Trishman.
They are exprossly ac calied by thelr conttmporaries and opponents,

& Pelagian I sienply the Latin for Morgan ; Mor, the Welth weerd for S, baing the
sume a4 Poingna i Latin, Celastiue ia the Latin for Celieagh or Kslly,
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Jetome, Angustin, Mercator, Prosper (2); and, an s proof that they
did not fmbibe their errors at home, they are represented as having coms’
tn Rome while their faith was pore, and as haviog slresdy kmg roalded
there {murk | before the year 404) in the snjoyment of the highest repu-
tation for lesrning and piety, and in the clossst intimany with the most
eminent men of the ags. And, what is atill more important to the oase
Wi are proviag, we aro forthermore informed, that Morgen wes st the
bead of one of the Roman schoole; that Kelly was his asistant; ihat
the latler was a man of noble birth and Christian paremiz ; that he wos
brought up, when youny, in & monastery ; that, while in that monastery, bis
faith was sound ; that * ke wrote three epistles, @ lorge ax litdle books,
o his parents, full of picly, and nevessary fo the ediffoatins of all whe love
God ;" thet having come to Rome, and thera formed nequaintance with
Morgan and Rofinos, {Bufinus was the sesret, of concealsd, sathor of the
herony,) (c) he imbibed thelr pernicions principles, and, being & man of
sharp wit and great abitities, he soon stood forth st the head of the sect,
and becameil’ the master” (says Jerome) * rather than the dlscipls of the
hund:rul,udﬂuhldnnfﬂmwhﬂahmﬂmllynd.*{d}

Thenss then, you will see ut onoe, are fmportant facts, piainly indicating
the eminence, at this early age, of the respective Christian Schools which
produced these two distimgutshed bot anforinnate characters,

4. And lsatly, of equal welght and interest is another fact which we
must ndd, and itis this :—that one of the most able opponhents of the
Pelagian heroay was also sn Irichman, the contemporsry of Celleagh,
and decidedly one of the most distingmished theologians snd Latin posts
of the age, ‘This was the celebrated Sedulios, thet s, Shiel. He calls
himsalf * Sedulive Scotigona,” that is, Irish-born ; and, what is quite to
oai Pty he is thos described by Trithamioa—* Sadnline, the presbyter,
was & Soot, and, from his youth up, s disciple of Hildebart, Archbishop
of the Scote. He was & man eminently versed in the owilsdge of the
sacred Seripiures, of grest scoomplishments in homan leeming, and had
an gxesilont taste both in prose and werss. Having loft Scotie, he travel-
led into Franos, &c, &, and at length settled in Italy, where he was
greafly admired for his wonderfuol learning.” Among the poatical works
of this eminent Trish divine *are some of the most besutifal hymmns
that are read in the Chorch,” says Dir. Lanigan ; and in kis pross works

¢ 3o Marios Moreator, Bon Dupin, undsr Mercater.

d Jerome calls the Palagian berery, ' puls Bootornm,™ that is, * Soolch porvidge,” o
“Trish fummery.” He compares Morgan to Ploto, and Eelly to bls dog, Cerbarna;
and Orosios calls the former Golinth, and the latter ** his armoar-bearer, who mpplis
(mayuie) all the weapons of bun anl true” Se OFCoer's Brum
vol. 1. Prol. 1, p. Th



