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PREFATORY REMARKS,

Tre writer of the following pages has been led, from time to time,
through the ever changing phases of eocinl polities, to defer their
publication. On retwrning to England, in 1873, from his visit to
‘Elberfeld- -whither, when residing on the Continent, he had gone
for the express purpose of inguiring into the system there adopted
for the relief of the poor,—he happily found the labouring classes
in England much hetter remunerated for their toil than when he
went nbrond in 1867 ; and, by consequence, not so much in need of
parochin! assistance. But, besides the faet that weges are again
receding, in some parts, to their former inadequate soale, apecially
in some agriculbural districts, for example, in Wiltshire and other”
counties, there is once agnin arising in the country, judging from
the reported utterances of such speakers ou socinl polities as Lords
Lyttleton and Kimberley, the opinion that out-door relief must be
given up, and the House Test rigorously enforced. Hence, then,
the need that exists once again that poorrelief systems be
reviewed, and matters pertaining to them fully ventilated.

But the nnther hns also private, or rather personal, reasons
for the printing of these pages, as well a2 public ones, This will
be made apparvent in the Appendix, which contains o eorrespondence
recently passed between a certain Continental Society in connexion
with the Church of England and himself. From this it will be
seen that the writer has been compelled nolens nolens, would ha
Lave any regard for his good name, to coton {orwaed wod desfiengs
his foes to shew cause why they should represen. Yine wa Swwsedsy
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tu occupy, even temporarily, the pulpit of any of the British
Chaplaincien sbroad. They have done this ou the ground of hia
professing sentiments, as they euppose, distasteful to many, They
aim at stigmatising the author ws a “political preacher” 1Tt is
manifest that they base their objections on the charges which
appeared first in the Saturday Review, in which the pteacher—with
s much charity oo the part of the reviewer—is stigmatized as s
f Clerical Firebrand " but more especially on the charges brought
against him some years ago by a Knighted Alderman, in the Marl-
horough Streat Police Court. This Knight (of the Thistle, wa
will presume) seemed to regard the then Street Preacher as
personally opposed to him, Sir Robert. Ou his banneret, it may be
surmised, is conspicuously inseribed the defiant motto—*" Nemo me
impund lacessit ” Now, had he ndbered to the truth in his
Jeremiad before the puisne Rhademanthus, an aceount of which
was published the next morning in Zhe Times, the preacher would
have accepted it with all readiness, aud without so much as a wish
to reply, as he did the pravious attack of the Saturday Review, despite
ita acrimony. But Sir Robert stated what was not true; and
accordingly efforts were immediately made by the ecalummisted
- offender to rebut the charge. The magistrate, however, would not
allow him to defend himself, or to eall witnesses, but gratuitously
insulted him, and drove him from the judgment-seat. Buat what
hee been the resalt of all this to the preacher all these years since {
Frow the correspondence reforred to it will be seen that nowhere
en the Continent, including both Hesperias, wos he permitted, for
o peried extending between six and seven years, through the per-
secuting malevolence of those who hate the friends of the poor, to
exercize his snered calling in peace.  Everywhere, and at all times,
he found himself spoken against and suspected of everything that
was unlovely nod of ill report. Hven [friemds who osked his
asgintance in their pulpits were tampered with, and brought over
in some instances to the side of his opponents and calumniators.
As the Society referred to nbove has stated, he was resnrded ns a
“ publie charscter,” and that in the worst seonse of Pue worda, W
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will be seen, too, from this correspondence, that the anthor is still
congidered to hold sentiments unworthy of the clerical profession.
Thesa things being so, it is high time that he should defend him-
salf against misrepresentations so injurious to himeelf and his work
a8 & preacher of the Gospel. He canuot *let bygones be bygones,”
because of their continued perndefous resulés ; and, therefore, becanse
others will not suffer them to be bygones. His foes have ouly been
too successful for him to remain silent ooe moment longer. He
had hoped thet they wounld in time lay sside their hostility, and
guffer him to prosecute the duties of his sacred calling, whether at
home or sbroad, in peace and quietness. The truth is, the
Saturday Review and the belligerent City Knight did their work
too effectually for the humble name of the object of their malignant
opposition to be nllowed to sink into oblivion. '

From the above remarka it will bo seen that the author can
produce strong reasons for allowing now to appear his letter to Sir
Robert C , the MS, of which, as will be seen from the date, has
lain in his desk more than the period recommended by the Homan
aatirist to writers in general, whom he dehorts from rushing into
print. He bad intended to impose the duty of publishing thia
. brochure on his exscutors. But circumstances, both of w publie
and privato nature, constrain him to bring forth at once to a dis-
eerning public * things both new and old.”

In adding his own private Regiater of Deaths from Starvation,
which oecurved in London alone during Jess than a moiety of the
last deende of years, ne attested by Coroneve’ Inquests, he foels that
no apology izneeded. Theories are fullacious ; facts are indubitable
and indisputable, Let the advocates of Bastilles for the deserving
poor defend, if they can, their system in face of such appalling
records.  Further, let the Ternperance nostrum-mongers of every
shade hold their peace. Notn single case of death from destitu-
tion in thess registrations was attributed either by the Coroner or
Jury to drunkenness. We should not advert 1o these good people
~—for undoubtedly drunkennces is 4 crying evil in the ismd, b
“Yeinperance Societies do well to decry W—were . vek Nok, Guey
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too often attribute to it as a cause results which are in no wise
produced by it ; and, at the eame time, shew themselves too often
“partial in the law." As to the former, the vld story touching the
eapient Wiltshire jury applies here. An inguest was held on the
body of & man found dead on Salisbury Flain, The Coroner, on
discovering indientions that the poor man had perished by his own
hand, surrested the verdiet of “ Felo da 22" which the learned
foreman intorpreted—being guided, it may be presumed, more by the
sound than the sense—* Fell into the sea.” Difficulties were urged
by one ot leaat of the twelve, on the ground of there being no sen
near Stonehenge ; but these wers epeedily set aside by the foreman,
with the vemark that “the Coroner knows best.” The suicide,
therefore, according to the verdict,  fell into the sea” on Salisbury
Plain! Now, the parallel in the present day ia just this : People
perish through want of food and the necessaries of life—foel among
the rest, in our inelement part of the Temperate Zone—and the
single cut and dried verdict of the temperance tribe is, “ Denth
from drunkenness.” As to the one-sidedness of this quackery, we
wond say —If beer-drinking must be stopped, ¢lub-houss potations
should be iuguired inte. The boast of England ia that all men are
equal in the eye of the law. Yes, rich and poor here must be
tarred with the same brush. Wa trust that the Rev. Basil
Wiberforce bad an eye to some thing more than beer-drinking
when, aecording to hig speech, as reported in the Gloucester
Chronicle, date April 10, 1875, bhe thus expressed himself :—* 1
venture to eay from my experience of this sin of drunkenuess, that
it has ruined more young men starting in life, it has robbed of
their homour more pure women, it has brought down more grey
hairs with bitter sorrow to the grave, it has emptied more churehes
and chapels, and, I say, it has damned more souls than all the sins
of the Ten Commandments rolled into one.” So, then, our new
school of Moral Philosophy has discovered an important omission
in the Decalogue. Moses is weighed in their newly-invented
goales, and found wanting, Mureder, adultery, fraud—these are as
the smnll dust of the balance. Qur Divoree Court, and sll ether
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Courts of Justice, must of course be pronounced impertinent, and
bidden forthwith to close their doors, Deeds of violeuce, adaltery,
chicanery (what s blessed gospel for publie companies !) are mere
jeccadilles.  Nay, it is taught that these sins only enter into the
man together with the aleohol. Hence that favourite phrase,
“ demon drink,” of the new gospellers, Wisdom once proclaimed
upon the house tops, © not that which entereth into a mau defileth
the man.” These public instructore, on the other hand, hold and
teach that ** the heart of man, cut of which proceed evil thoughts,
ndulteries, &e., &e.,” only becomes evil when inspired by liquor.
Philip sober is & saint !

Bhould the movement among the agricultural labourers extend
to all the eounties; an that the wages of the sons of the soil become
fairly proporticnate to their reasonable wants, the * House Test"
wiil become in o manoer obaolete, es it regards this portion of the
labouring population, from the paucity of applications tor relief,
This desideratum is, doubtless, that which animates those who
gupport this movement. All honour to them, therefore; and,
despite the fact that certain Episcopal charges seem to betray some
hesitation on the part of thome delivering them, as to the duty of
the Clergy sanctioning these efforts among the rural poor for
gecuring aelf-relief, all charitably disposed persone cannot but hail
with the highest satisfaction the prospect of seeing those by whose
toil “the staff of life” is maintained, relieved from the dread of the
Union, with its prison life, and all its horrors for old age and
honesty. The writer, for one, rejoices at this self-emancipation of the
roral population ; and heartily bids “God speed” to all who have
been raised up in the good providence of God to assist their poor
brethren in working out this Exodns from the eppressive grasp of
the Mammon-Pharoah. )

Other Church-rulers are deploring the spirit of the age as be-
traying oo fized prioeiples snd shewing that something is yet
lacking * in the statz of Denmurk.” Let us boldly tell them that
that indefinpble *something' is charity—charity for those * who
have mone to help” When true Christisnity shall guemsil.,
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! Bastilles' will be a thing of the past.  The end of the com
mandment is charity.’

It is this loving spirit which has influenced the people of
Elberfeld. Henee they enjoy the two-fold happiness of knowing
that they have performed a Christian duty, and also that of seeing
not only that the unfortunate and the afflicted are sympathised
with and relieved, but also raised from their degradation and
misery and then enabled to help others, thus passing from the
class of the relieved to the relieving oone.  Their plan is oot to
pauperise permanently, but to elevate. To aceomplish this, all
persons who have the requisite time at their disposal assist in the
distribution of the money raised for the relief of the poor. They
do not make “a job"” of distress.  Poorlaw Presidents and Com-
missioners with them must do their work for the love of if, not
that they and their families may ride in their earriages supported
by money which should relieve the destitute. Thia is Prussia's
method of sssisting the poor. May England, for once, confess
that she has been misled by her self-styled Political Economista,
and learn, though late, “ the more excellent way.,” For England’s
God it is that bids Ler “ go and do likewise.”

What efforts have besn made of late years for the evangeisation
of the million | But where are the resulta? As to the National
Church, she hes long since been constrained to confess that she
has lost the working population. Ah, is there not & cause? Time
was when the poor, wasted with sickness and starving through
being thrown out of employment found sympathy with their
% gpiritual pastors and masters.” But the new Poorlaw Amend-
ment Act introduced another state of things; and from that un-
happy moment the poor have not ceased year by year to be more
and more slienated from the Chuorch of their fathers. Churchea
may be built, ave, and expressly for them, but they decline the
proffered boon ; and if they are Sunday worshippers at all, they
ure to be found at the Conventicle. Even the American Evangelists

mat¢ with indifferency from the producing classss. These latter
have discovered that ‘ faith' as n St, Jamed's day ocwn ¥l ve 4



