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Wt of Hymns of the Ancient Church
of Ireland.
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c
1. The Hymn of 8t. Sechnall in Praise of St. Patrick.
II. The Hymn of St. Ultan in Praise of St. Brigid,
ITL. The Hymn of St. Cummain Fota in Praise of the Apostles.
IV. The Hymn of S8t. Mugint.
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THE

IRISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CELTIC SOCIETY.

NOTICE TO MEMBERS.

Tits Volume being only the first Part or Fasclculus of m barger work, the names of Mambers are not printed on the
hnk n( thn litlhplg!, which will be replaced 138 anent title-page when the book is completed.

s indebted to Mr. O'Neill for Eﬂ wring from which the Lish hesdivg, in lhn anchent charactens of the
Bmkofﬁﬂll.hub&ne-ngnvad also for the Vignetie, mm;mm&c&mmmmm
Crmnfummu(amadumdue of the ninth or eurly o the tenth centary), where it oecurs at the lower angls
of the right arm, aa if sustaining or sap) rling the Cross—(Ses O'Nelln Lm of Ireland” Plate 15.) An excellent
cast of this Cross was nxmbimimnm blin Exbibiticn, in 1853, nmi.i.umml.he(}ryvhll’slault&rd

‘The hand kssulng from the Clouds, and sarrousded Iy; & nimbus of glory, 1 one of the most ancient emblems of Deity,
and eapecially of the First Person of the Bleased Trintty, Several examples of it will be found in the Imwhs Chritiense,
and Annales Archbologiques of Didron. Speaking of one imstance, wiich oocurs in a Liber Freewm, a MS. of the ninth
sm.nry, in the Bibliothéqua Royals, thia lmmnd -mhur says —" Ces mains sout la plus ancienne reprématation du Pére.

respect, par una sorte de dogme veligieux, . . . on me montra de Pére o' uoe maio bénlunte, sans pimbe d'sbord,
avec an nimbe crocifére enmuite. — feon. Ch!'fr { Hist. daDnu) 1:» 66 ; Ann. Arch. tom i p. 16,

'l‘hnHmd:Ismped.Hy in tha ancient our Savicar's rings and passion ; and frequently
also in pictures of mmmmmmuam.mmanwgmhmmwm

" Au ;lrdin dea oliviers™ (saya the author just quoted) " lorsque le Sauvenr, abattu par une tristesse surhumaioe, s'éerle, Mo
Pire détournes de moi ce eatiee, une nudn sort do ciel, la main ﬂuPlre, qui bénit son fily, et ls console. Imqmmhunix
Jisys, prét m moorir, Jette umPemeupnmlqmm o Lhaw, Mon Diew, powrguol m'aves cows o
on apergoit se dessiner, aur le sommet de Ja croix, uno oain qui bénlt, et qol est In mam do Pére. Enfin Imqn.lbua
mbalucld Aprés e paseion, et tenant en main a8 croix de résarrection, son Pére lui tend ls mabn drofte, et Faido en
z q\mmi wtlever.  Co demnber sajet . . . ost expliqoé par ces denx vers d'Aleuin, plicés précisément sons une
scension peinte,
Drarand que Peirls musdum ditione gobirnay
¥4 Katum calos proprium travevsslt bvwosy i,
And compare the woodouts on pp. 210, 212, 918, &c. of the same work.
‘This explanation acconnls for the socurrence of this smcient emblem on the Crose of Monasterboice and sther wimilar
R:mmmu in Ireland : and it may also serve as un apology for the introdneton of it ae & Vigoette, on the tile-pagn of
present work.

Febreary, 1855, JOH T
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5k OME years ago the Editor of the present volume

g proposed to the Council of the Triss Arcrmovo-
# cioan SocteTY to print, with the assistance of his
¥ learned friend, Dr. Reeves, the celebrated Liber
[ ‘:9 Hymnorum, now preserved in the Library of
D “5 % Trinity College, Dublin,

This beautiful MS,, which cannot be aseigned to 1 later date than
the ninth or tenth century, may safely be pronounced one of the
most venerable monuments of Christian antiquity now remaining in
Europe. It preserves to us a considerable portion of the ritual of
the Church of Ireland, as it existed before the English Conguest, and
before the attempt to establish uniformity with the Church of Eng-
land by the introduction of the Salishury use into Ireland, in the
twelfth century.

A large number of the Hymns which it contains have never been
published, and are wholly unknown to the learned. The Latin Hymns
are accompanied throughout by a gloss, partly Latin and partly Irish,
and scholia, very interesting in a philological point of view ; whilst
these of them which are written in the Irish language are, setting
aside their historical importance, most valuable, from their great anti.
quity, to the student of Celtic literature.

B




2 Advertisement.

But the inherent difficulties of the work, as well as its expense,
have hitherto deterred the Editor and the Society from proceeding
with the publication. Tt was ascertained also, that an ancient copy
of it, which had formerly belonged to the Franciscan Monastery at
Donegal, is preserved in the Library of 8t. Isidore’s College at Rome,
and as a second copy would necessarily be of essential service in sup-
plying the defects, and correcting the obscurities or the errors, of the
Dublin MS., it was thought desirable to wait until an attempt had
been made to get access to the M, at St. Isidore’s.

Time, however, is going on, and every years delay is fraught
with danger. The death of any one of the eminent Irish scholars,
who have been so long engaged in the study of cur ancient records,
would render it impossible to bring out the work, at least the Irish
portion of it, with the same fulness of illustration and acearacy which
may now be attained, It seems desirable, therefore, to delay no *
longer the publication of this most important monument of our eccle-
sinstical history. Although the possession of another copy would, no
doubt, be an immense advantage, yet it is better that the work should
be edited from a single manuscript than not at all; and if at any
future time we should be permitted to examine the copy now at
Rome, it will be easy to give the results of the collation in an Ap.
pendix.

Influenced by these considerations, the Editor took oceasion, from
the union of the Archeological and Celtic Societies, to propose to
the Council the immediate publication of this important work ; and,
to meet the ohjection on the score of expense, he suggested the expe-
dient of printing it in parts or fasciculi, to be brought out from time
to time, as the funds at the disposal of the Society may permit.

The volume now presented to the Society is the first instalment,
issued in pursuance of this design. It contains the text of the Hymns
exactly as it stands in the Liber Hymnorum, without any attempt at
emendation, even where there ia & manifest error of the seribe ; and




