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PREFACE,

Tz edition of the * Ajax" of Sophocles is in-
tended as the firet of a sevics of plays to be pubbishsd
with gimilar notes.

The ohject propssad iz to epable s loea sdvanced
ghitdent, whether st school or college, to read acon-
rately and grammatically o Greek play without being
st first interrupted by the discussion of various read-
inge, and by references 0 books which perhaps may
be beyond his resch.

In the notes, therefore, he iz constantly referred to
Jelfs Qreek Grammaer (2nd Ed. Oxford, 1851) and
he s strongly advised to read therein the sections
quoted. Buch systematio refercnec fo one grammar
will, it is believed, ba found fo be of tho grestest use.
Oceasionally Matthim has been cited, whore any fur-
ther illustration has seemed desirmble.

The text followed ie that of Dindorf, revised by
him in the year 1851



DRAMATIE PERSONE,

ABHNA. { Minerva.)

CATEZETE. (Ulyssas.)

AIAE, (Ajax)

XOPOX. {Chorus of Salaminlan sailore)
TEEMHEZA. (Tecmessa, wifo of Ajar)
ATTEADZ. (Messenger sent by Teneer, )
TETEPOZ. (Trueer, half-brother of Ajsx.)

e m'mii_ } (Atridm, gensoals-fn-chiel)

MUTHE FERSONE.

ETFTEAKHE. (Eurysacos, son of Aja)
MAIAATOrOZ. (Servaat, who has charge of Evrymases, )
ZTPATOEHPYE. {541, 544,)



INTRODUCTION AND ARGUMENT.

THE subject of thin Play is the madness and the swicids
of Ajax.

I. Ajax was of the family of the Facide (1. 645), =0
ealled from Aacus, son of Jupiter; and was distingaished
from the other Ajax, (the Locrian, son of Ofleus,) by the
gurnama of Telamonins, frequent in Hemer, and us=d in
this play, 154, Tehajulrie wal

JUrITER = EaNa.

i
Hacvs = BExpEls

Pn.'una Teramon — (1) Eraea .. = (2) HesioNe

ACIILLES ANAX — Teedenssa Truckr
Evnysicrd

Hence Zefs wan literslly hic wpoydvar wpoxdrap (337);
and was spocially respected by him {324

Facus, born at Egina, (formerly (Encna,) became king
of the islapd.

Telamon, obliged to fy from home, became king of
Salumis. Here he was visited by Harcnles, whom he aided
egningt Lsomedon, king of Troy; snd having won the
chiefl honours in tho war (Aj. $34—438), received Hesione

denghter of Laomedon, 28 & chossn prise from Hercules
(Aj. 1389—1503.)



¥l INTRODUCTION AND ARGUMENT,

Ajax, son of Telamon and Eribees, (Aj. 184, 62, 569,)
[gramted by Zeus in answer to Hercules' prayer for his
bose, (Pind. Isth, vi. 51—80)] had been one of the eunitors
of Helen, and was therefore obliged to assist Menelans in
her recovery from Troy, according to the cath by which her
father Tyndarus bound sll the suitors to take op arms if
ever she should be carried off from the chosen ome {Aj.
1115 Phil. 72). He started for Troy from Salamis with
twelve ships (Hom., IL 2 557); stcompanied by his half-
Brother (A]. 922) Teucer, under o promise {o their father
that neither wonld retorn withont the ether. [Henee arone
Tencar's alarm after Ajax's denth, lost on hiz retum
Telamon ahonld sccuse him of baving camsed it in ordor
that he might sugosed to the throne of Salamls (1014—
1016); and should drive him from bome (1018). The
story of Teuser's subsequent HAight from Telamon's wrath
is well known. He went first to Sidon { Virg. En. L 618),
and by aid of king Belus, father of Dida, gattled in Cyproa,
and fornded the town of Salsmis. {(Hor. O&. 1. 7. 21, &c.)]

On reaching Troy the Greek ships were drawn up in
order on shore; the forges ameamped and entrenched by
them, between the promontoriss of Rhetenm aod Bigeum.
Ajax was stationed at one end of the camp (Aj. &)
Achilles, his copsin, at the other (Hom. I1. B, 324%; 11, 6;
Eur. Iph. in Aul 288—205). One of his many sets of
personal bravery specially instanced by Teucer (A). 1370,
&c.) was hia defence of the ships when Hewotor bad driven
the Greeks in flight inte the eamp, crossed the trench, and
was just setting fire b the ships (Hom. IL 653 to tha end.)
During the war the Greaks were often engaged with neigh.
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bonring enewics (see L 343, 564, 790, mnd Thue. 1 11);
and on one cceaslon Ajax sacked a ity of Phrygis, and
carried off Tecmesss, danghter of ita king Teleutas, as his
wife {210—331).

When Achilles was slain by Paris, Ajax and Ulysses
by their ¢xertions caszried off bie corpss and arms. A trial
waa held to desids which of them shonld have the arma
of Achilles as his prize; they were allotied to Ulyssec.
[Ulysses was son of Anticlea by Sisyphue king of Corinth :
before lie was born ghe became tho wife of Laertea; henes
he ig called somotimes son of Sisyphus, or one of the Bizy-
phidse (190, Fhil. $17); semetimes son of Lacttes or Lartias
(380, 1593).] Here the atory of tha play begina.

I1. Ajux, commged st the decision, went vnt st might to
murder his rival Ulysses, aad his judges {485 &c. but
cemp. F18R) the Atrdde, Minervs, however, whom he had
irritated more than omce (Aj. 70775}, struck him with
madnase; under the influence of which he made an on-
slanght upon the eattle, the publio propesty of the army,
mistaking them for hisenemisa; kiiled some {and amongat
them the Atridm as he supposed), and drove off others {one
of whom hg fancied to be Ulysses) to turture at hiz tent.
Barly on the following mopning (scens 1at) Minerva bringa
Ulymses to see the madman there; sad hear hin boasting
tHumph (1—133.)

In the next scent the Chorns of Salaminian sallors
[called also Breehthide, i, . Athenfane, by an exvonsable
anachroniem of the poet's, to fHatter his countrymen, to
whom Salamis afterwards belonged (—202, comp. BEJ,
1221; where compliments ave paid to Athensj], of Ajax’s
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ship, hin close comrades, [348, 356]) come on the stage,
and describe the evil reports which are just spreading about
Ajax (138—200) Teomessa hin wife comes out of the
tent, and tells how he bhad in his fory treated the catile;
and how he had afterwards come to himsslf, and in deep
distress discoversd his mistake (201—332). Next, Ajax
bimself comes forth from laws tent, calling for his brother
Trucer, and declaring that his only relief will be in suizide,
On the entreaty of Teomesun and the Chorus he (650) pre-
tegds to change his miud, and gots out as if (654) to pro-
pitiate the anger of the Goda (3833—717). Juet then a
massage comes in haste from Teocer, who had bean aboent,
bidding them keep Ajax safeat home; beeause Chaleas the
(T15—784L Tecmesin in alarm stods some o hasten
Tencer's raturn, and others in opposits direstions to look
for Ajax (T85—814)

The soene changes to 8 desert gpot, where Ajax iz seen;
and aftcr & besutiful soliloquy kills himself by falling on
his sword (B15—565) Soon after, the searching parties of
the Choras come in; aid Tecmesss diecovers the bedy. In
the muidet of their lamants Teweer acrives (874); snd soen
after Menelsos (1047); and thm Agemempon (1226), who
wishes o prevent Ajax from recsiving the rites of buorlal,
but ia nebly oppesed by Ulysscs {1318} The play ends
with the preparations for the funeral

Ajax is said to have been burled on the shore of Rhm-
toum : where Alexander the Great visited his fomb, and

paid him funeral honours.
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