OUR CATS AND ALL ABOUT
THEM. THEIR VARIETIES, HABITS,
AND MANAGEMENT, AND FOR

SHOW, THE STANDARD OF

EXCELLENCE AND BEAUTY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649087709

Our cats and all about them. Their varieties, habits, and management, and for show, the
standard of excellence and beauty by Harrison Weir

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HARRISON WEIR

OUR CATS AND ALL ABOUT
THEM. THEIR VARIETIES, HABITS,
AND MANAGEMENT, AND FOR

SHOW, THE STANDARD OF

EXCELLENCE AND BEAUTY

ﬁTrieste






OUR CATS
ALL ABOUT THEM.

THEIR VARIETIES,
HABITS, AND MANAGEMENT;
AND FOR SHOW,

THTE. STANDARD OF
EXCELLENCE AND BEAUTY:

DESCRIBED AN PICTURED

HARRISON WEIR, F.RH.S.
Lresident of ™ The Natipna! Cat Clud”

TUNBRIDGE WELLS:
K. CLEMENTS AND COMPANY, MOUNT PLEASANT.
1589,

[AN riohie weserwed.]



T MY DEAR WIFE,
Alige Marw,
I DEDICATE THIS DODK,
% TORKFEN OF MY APPRECIATION OF HER GEXTLE AXD TENDEL
KINOXNESS TOWARDS ALL ANTMAL :I_EJ'I':I
AMORE PARTICULARLY

“THE CAT.™

fddesfeiph,” Severtvals,
Mareh 12, 1830



PREFACE.

“ \What is pught, but as "tis valued 2™
Tretfus and Cressida, Act 11

THE following notes and illustrations of and respecting
the Cat are the outcome of over ffty years’ careful,
thoughtful, heedful clservation, much research, and naot
unprofitable attention to the facts and fancies of others.
From a tiny child to the present, the love of Nature has
been my chief delight ; animals and birds have not only
been objects of study, but of deep and absorbing interest.
I have noted their habits, watched their ways, and found
lasting pleasure in their companionship. This love of
animal life and Nature, with all its moods and phases,
has grown with me from childbood to manhood, and is
not the least enjoyable part of my eold age.

Among animals possibly the most perfect, and certainly
the most domestic, is the Cat. T did not think so always,
having had a bias against it, and was some time coming
to this belief; nevertheless, such is the fact. It is a
veritable part of our household, and ig both useful, quiet,
affectionate, and ornamental. The small or large dog
may be regarded and petted, but is generally mseless; the
Cat, a pet or not, & of service.  Were it not for our Cats,
rats and mice would overrun our houses, buildings, cul-
tivated and other lands. 1If there were not wiilffons of
Cats, there would be é#l/iens of vermin.

Long ages of neglect, ill-treatment, and absolute
cruelty, with little or no gentleness, kindness, or
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training, have made the Cat self-reliant : and from this
emanates the marvellous powers of cobservation, the con-
centration of which has produced a state analogous to
reasoning, not unmixed with timidity, caution, wildness,
and a retahiative nature.

But should a new order of things arise, and it is
nurtured, petted, eosseted, talked to, noticed, and frained,
with mellowed firmness and tender gentleness, then in but a
few generations much evil that bygone cruelty has stamped
into its often wretched existence will disappear, and it
will be more than ever not only a useful, serviceable
helpmate, but an object of increasing interest, admiration,
and cultured beauty, and, thus beiog of value, profitable,

Having said this much, T turn to the pleasurable duty
of recording my desp sense of the kindness of those warm-
hearted friends who have assisted me in “my labour of
love,” not the least among these being those publishers,
who, with a generous and prompt alacrity, gave me
permission to make extracts, excerpts, notes, and quotations
from the following high-class works, their property,
My best thanks are due to Messrs. Longmans & Co.;
Elaine's * Eneyclopedia of British Sports ;™ Allen & Co. ;
Rev. J. F. Thiselton Dyer's “ Enghsh Folk-lore;"
Cassell & Company (Limited), Dr. Brewer's * Dictionary of
Phrase and Fable,” and “0Old and New London ;™ Messrs.
Chatto & Windus, * History of Sign-boards:” Mr J.
Murray, Jamieson's * Scottish Dictionary,” and others, I
am also indebted to Messrs. Walker & Boutsl, and The
Phototype Company, for the able manner in which they
have rendered my drawings ; and for the careful printing,
te my good friends Messrs, Charles Dickens & Evans,

HARRISON WEIR.

" IDDESLEIGH," SEVENOAKS,
May sr&, 1585,
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A reduction of the large Black Cac's Hend, deawn for tha Posting Bill giving natice
af the firze Cat Shaw ot the Crysial Palace, Tuly 6, s371.

OUR CATS
AND ALL ABOUT THEM.

INTRODUCTORY.

ArTeEr a Cat Show at the Crystal Palace, 1 usually receive
a number of letters requesting information. One asks:
“What is a true tortoiseshell hke?” Another: ® What ig
a tabby 7" and yet another: *What is a blue tabby #*  One
writes of the “splendid disposition” of his cat, another
asks how to cure a cat scratching the furmiture, and so on.
After much consideration, and also at the request of
many, I have thought it best to publish my notes on cats,
their ways, habits, instinets, peculiarities, usefulness, colours,
markings, forms, and other qualities that are required as
fitting subjects to exhibit at what is now one of the insti-
tuted exhibitions of “The land we live in,"” and also the Falk
and other lore, both ancient and modern, respecting them.
It is many years ago that, when thinking of the large
number of cats kept in London alone, I conceived the idea
H



