THE RELIGION OF
A GENTLEMAN



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649688708

The Religion of a Gentleman by Charles F. Dole

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CHARLES F. DOLE

THE RELIGION OF
A GENTLEMAN

ﬁTrieste






THE

Religion of a Gentleman

BY

CHARLES F. DOLE

Author af =

“Thr Coming Peorie,” ¥ THE THEOLOGY oF CIVILI=
raTior,” * Luxvey anp Sacririon,” mrc,

NEW YORK
THOMAS Y CHROWELL & 0
PUBLISHERS




Copyright, 1gan,
By Tuomas ¥, Crowsll & CoMPANTY.



BV

450/

CU .

To all young men, to the studenta in the
eolleges of America, and especially in Har-
vard College, my own Alma Mater, this little
book is dedicated, in the earnest hope that
the thoughts which have brought intellect-
ual freedom, joy, and moral inspiration to
its author may carry similar help and ser-
vice to others.
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CHAPTER I.

WHO 18 THE GENTLEMAN ?

WEO has not pictures in his mind of the
old-world gentleman? He wears the dress
of a distinct clasa; he is probably mounted
upon a horse, carries a4 sword, and is
attended by a servant ; common people do
reverence to him as he passes. He believes
—and others alsc believe — that his family
is of finer elay than the ordinary sort.
The women of his oxder are ladies, entitled,
therefore, to a vegard, quite above women
in general,

Are we right in using the words * gentle-
man” and *lady™ in America? Are they
net indeed survivals of an aristocratic social
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and political system which we in the United
States bave repounced? The very words
have too often become degraded in snobbish
use to imply less humanity than their simple
and humbler cousins man and woman. If in
a demoeracy one man is as good as another,
and every one is to be treated as a gentle-
man by virtue of his human birth, why
should we not discard meaningless terms,
which seem, #o far as they are seriously
used, to deny the principles of the Declara-
tion of Independence?

Nevertheless, thers are real differences
and distinctions even in a democracy. No
one believes that all men are equal in worth.
What good Demoerat of our forefathers’
time would have been hold enough to assert
that he was bimself half as important to the
nation as Washington, or Madison, or
Jefferson? You would easily have found a
thousand men willing to die together, if
their death could bave saved the one life of
Lineoln. There are men serving to-day —
jurists, statesmen, teachers, ministers, cap-



