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CHAPTER 1.
EAR-LY HIS-TO-RY OF TLL-IN-OIS.

The State of Ill-in-o1s has been
})L:;lLl-ti-le]-]}' (]LZS-C]‘H?C(I as ,,"[‘]_“:
E-den of the New World"  Its
[ZII]‘-]}' his-tn—i"\,-' 15 al-most t:I]-lil’tb]}'
lost n the musts of long for-got-ten
vears.  Great scholars, whose lives
have been de-vot-ed to the stud-y of
an-cient his-to-ry, have found, scat-
ter-ed all over Cen-tral and North
A-mertca, rusing of tem-ples and
pala-ces: portions of brok-en col
umns and crumb-lmge walls: relaes
of public buildings and pri-vate
h(HISL?S. iﬂ HUC]T n]_‘[n]']l'._.'i_h', .'ln{] l‘{l =)
vast a size, that they have been led
to think, as the re-sult of the most
care-ful re-search, that A-mer-i-ca
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was the home of a won-der-ful civ-il-1-za-tion,
man-v, man-y a-ges a-go; and that, m-stead of call-
me A-mer--ca [hL. New World,” 1t should
more prop- =g 1 ]\ ]‘IL [ 1“ ul ThL OH \\.'Ul‘]kl 4

These learn- ul men be-lieve that in man-y pla-
ces where rel-ics are found, ¢it-1es of great s1ze and
mag-nif-i-cence Hour-sh-ed long be-ore the found-
a-tions of Baal-bee, or Palmy-ra, or Thebes, were
laid. It is wonderful to think that long before
Rome was built, or the Pyramids reared their
lof-ty heads by the banks of the N'h, there mav
I'hl\L hu,n <|tnm v erowded citaes all over t|11~‘
fair land: and that on the fruitful plains of 1l-in-
ois, men and wo-men, by thousands, livied and
lov-ed, suf-fer-cd and died, of whose exastence
there 1s scarcely the famntest trace.  All this
seems ver-y strange; but the men who tell us these
things are much too wise and care-ful to make
such state-ments with- out vood rea-son.

Whence these first i 11 ib-1-tants of A-meri-ca
came from we shall prob-a- |1]\ nev-cr Ln::\\ Some
think they came from A-sia by way of Behoring
Strait.  Others cherish a tradi-tion, still main-
tain-edd in China, to the effect that a com-pa-ny
of sail-ors, driv-en off ».hHIL [y \\L‘htlrl\ winds,
sail-ed man-y weeks, un-til | they came to a great
con-ti-nent, where the al-oe lml lan-dred ]mLmtb




