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PREFACE.

My sole parpese In poblishing the following Narrative is to ssve from
¢hiivion the fhots oomnected with one of the most important moveroents of
thls age, with reference to the overthrow of Amerioan slavery. My ows
persoral axperiente in it, under the orders of Capt. Drowm, on the 16tk
and 1Tth of October, 1859, as the only men alire whe was a8 Harper's
Ferry dusing tho entire time —ths unsnocessful groping after these facts,
by Iodividusle, impossible to be cbtained, wxoept from an sétor im the
ptens —and the convietion thei she camse of impartial liberty requires
ihis duty at my bands— alooe have been the motives for writing and oir-
culating the Hitle byck Barewith presented.

[T %ilt not, under such ciroumstsases, insult nor burden the Intslligent
with exouses for defecta in compoeition, nor for tho attempt to give the
fuots, A plain, wosdorned, trutbfol stery s wanted, and that by one
who knows what he says, who s known to have beem at the great cn-
sounter, and to hare Ishorod in sheaping the seme. My hlentity as 8 mem-
bar of Capt. Brown's sompany oannot be guestienod, maccessfully, by say
who are bont upen mappressing the truth ; oeithber will ik be by any in
Canads or the United Btates fnmiliar with John Erown and his plans, ss
those know his men personally, or by repufation, who egjoyed his ccnf-
idenos suficiently to know thoroughly hia ph.n..__j

The readers of this parrative will therefore keep stendily in view the
main poiot— that they are perusing a story of events which have hap-
paned under the aye of the great COsplain, or are incldental thersto, and
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noi & eompesdlum of the " plans™ of Capd. Brown ; for &8 bis pland we
pot consummated, ppd a8 their fulfilment iy conmitied to the futare,
one bo whom they are koown will rocklessly expose all of them to @
pablic gaze. Muvh hos bees given ds troe that sever bappened; muth |
been omitted thet shoald have bser made known ; many things bhe
bean laft ansald, becauss, up to within a short time, but two oonld ¢
tham ; one of thom bes been offerad ap, & asorifice to the Moioch, Slave
being that other one, T propose to perform the daty, teasting 0 that pr
tion of the publis who love the oght for o epprecietion of my
deavor.

0. P A,
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CHAPTER L
THE IDEA AND ITE EXFONENTE--—JONN EROWH ANOTHER MOAEH,

Tor.ides underlying the owibreak st Harper's Ferry is
not pecwdiar to that movement, but dates back to s period
very far bayond the memory of the * oldast inhabitant,” and
omanated from a spurce moch mperior to the Wises and
Hunters, the Buchanans and Mascns of to-day. It waz the
appointed work, for life of su ascient patrisrch spokon of in
Exodus, chap. ii., and who, true to his grest commission,
failed not to tronble the consvienes and to disturb the repowa
of the Pharachs of Egypt with that inexorable,  Thus saith
the Lord : Let my people go! " until even they were urgent
upotr the people in its behalf. Coming down through the
pations, and regardiess of national boundaries or peculiarities,
it has been proclaimed and enforeed by the patriarch and the
warrior of the Old World, by the enfranchised freeman and the
humble slave of the New, Iis natignality is universal; ita
lengoage every where understood by the haters of tyranny;
and thogs that sccept ita mimsion, every where wederstand
each other, There is an unbroken chain of sentiment and
purpoae from Mosges of the Jews to Jobn Brown of Ameries;
from Eosuth, aed the liberators of France and Italy, to the
watutored Gabriel, and the Denmark Veseys, Nat Torners
and Madison Waehingtons of the Bouthern American States.
The shaping and expressing of a thought for frocdom takes
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the same oonsistence with the colored American— whether he
be an independent citizen of the Haytian nation, & proscribed
but humble nominally free eolored man, a patient, toiling, but
hopeful alave —ag with the proudest or noblest represcntative
of Knropesn or American civilization and Christianity.
Lefayotte, the exponent of French honor and political integ-
rity, and John Brown, foremost among the men of the New
World in high morsl and religions prineiple and magnani-
mous bravery, embrace’ as brothers of the same mother, in
harmony upon the grand mission of liberty; but, whils the
Frenchman sntered the lists in obedience to a desire to aid,
and by invitstion from the Adsmses and Hamiltons, and thus
pushed on the political fortunes of those able to hebp them-
solves, John Brown, the liberator of Kansas, the projestor
and commander of the Harper's Ferry expedition, saw in the
most degraded alave a man and a brother, whoss sppeal for
his God-ordained rights no one should disregard ; in the tod-
dling slave child, & eaptive whose releass is as imperative,
and whose prerogative is as weighty, as the most famous in
the Jand, When the Fgyptian pressed hard wpon the He
brew, Mosss slew him ; and when the spirit of elavery invaded
the fair Tecritory of Kangas, cansing the Free-State settlen
to ory out becsuse of persemtion, old John Brown, famow
smong the men of God for evar, though then but littls knowr
to his fellow-men, called together his sons and went over, &
did Abraham, to the nnequal contest, but on the side of th
oppressed white mon of Kansas that were, and the biack me
that were to be, To-day, Kansas is free, and the verdict o
impartisl men is, that to Joho Brown, more then any othe
man, Eansas owes hor present position.

I am not the biographer of Joho Brown, but I can b
indulged in giving here the opinion common among my peo
ple of one 80 eminently worthy of the highest veneratior
Close observation of him, during many weeks, and under hi
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orders at his Kennedy-Farm fireside, also, satisfies me that in
comparing the noble old men to Moses, and other men of
piety and remown, who were chosen by (Fod to his great work,
nane have been more faithful, none have given a brighter
record,

CHAPTER II.

FRELIMINARIERE TO INEOTRRECTION —'WHAT MAY BE TOLD AND
WHAT KOT-—JOHK BROWE'S FIRET YIRIT TO CHATHAM —B0HE
0¥ THE EECRETE FROM THE *CARPET-BAG.”

To go into particulars, and to detail reports current more
than » year before the outbreak, smong the many in the
United Btutes snd Capada who had an inkling of some ¥ prac-
ticul work ™ to be done by * Osawattomis Brown,” when there
ehould be nothing to do in Kansas,—to give facts in thst
connection, would only forestall fatare action, without really
benefitting the alave, or winning over to that sort of work the
‘anti-slavery men who do not favor physical resistunce to sla-
very, Blaveholdera alone might reap benefita; and for one,
I shall throw none jn their way, by any indisereet avowals;
they alresdy enjoy more than their share; but to a clear nn-
derstanding of all the facts to be here published, it may be
well to say, thati preliminary arrangements were made in a
number of places, —plans proposed, discussed and decided
upon, numbers invited to participate in the movement, and
the list of adherents inereased. Nine ioeurrections ie the
pumber given by some as the true ligt of outbreaks since ela-
vary was planted in America; whether ecorreet or mot, it ia
oertain that preliminaries to esch are ungoestionable. Ga-
briel, Vesey, Nat Turner, all had conference mestings; all
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had their plans; but they differ from the Harper's Ferry in-
surrection in the fact that neither leader nor men, in the Iat-
ter, divalged ours, when in the most trying of situations,
Hark and another met Nat Torner in secret places, after the
fatigues of n toilsome day were ended; Gebriel promulged
bie tresson ic the silemce of the dense forest; but /John

“Brown reasoned of liberty snd equality in broad duylight.
in & modernized building, in conventions with closed doors, in
meetings governed by the elaborate regulations laid down
by Jefferson, and used aa their gnides by Congresses and Le-
gislatores; or he made known the weighty theme, snd bis
comprehensive plans resnlting from it, by the coay fireside, at
familiar socinl gatherings of chosen omes, or better, in the
earefully arranged junto of eavnest, practical men. Vague
hints, eareful blinds, are Nat Turmer’s entire make.ap to save
detection; the telegraph, the post-office, the railway, all were
muade to aid the new outhresk. By this, it will be scen that
Insurrection has ite progressive eide, and has been elevated by
Jobn Brown from the ekulking, fearing cabal, when in the
hands of & brave but despairing fow, to the highly organized,
formidable, and to very many, indispensable institntiom for
the security of freedom, when guided by intelligence.

8o much as relates to prior movements may ssfely be gaid
sbove; but who met— when they met—where they met—-
how meny yet awsit the propitionz moment—upon whom the
mantle of Joho Brown hee fallen to lead on the foture army—
the eceridin, terribly certain, many who must follow op the
work, forgetting not to gather op the bleod of the hero and
his glain, to the humble bondman there offered —these mar
oot, must not be told! Of the many meetings in vario:
places, before the work commenced, T shall spesk just her
of the ona, the mioates of which wora dragged forth by mu
randing Virginians from the “archives” at Kennedy Farm
not forgetting, however, for their comfort, that the Conventi



