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IO ALL, THOERE WG HAYE OF T0 TINE TIME GENEROUIZILY
COXNTRIGUTED T ASSIST TIEE MISEINN OF MADUTA TN BOUTHERN
ixDL4, IM URDER TO SHOW THE GOOL FLHUIT PRODUCED LY
THEIE ALBS, AND T3 20LICIT FURTHER CHAKITIES FROM ALL
INTERESTILD IN CATHOLIO TORFIGN JISETGRS, THIZ LITILE BOOR
15 BESPEUTYULLY DEDICATED, BY THEID OBEDIENT BERVANTS,

LOGLS 3T, CY L, 2.0,
Treenty-three wears Missdondr, Madera ;
AND

WILLTAM ETRICETANTD, 8.4,
Twgled vours Mildtury Chapladn,
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materials have also been furnished Ly Mr. Marshall,
anthor of Cheistion Missions, anmil are incorporated in
gome of the ehapters, which, in complisnee with the
request masde to him, he has been kind enough to write.
The time available for the actun] writing of the book has
been, by unforescen eivenmstaness, rodneed to a very
few werks, so as o speure s appenranee before the ond
of the month of June. T ix, therefore, hoped thal im-
perfoetions of style, whieh will donbitliss appear in some
of the chapters, will be kindly pardoncd by an indul-
aoni publiv, mors inlerested in the facts related than in
the manuer in whish they wre tolil.

The respoctive writers of the various chapters are

indicated by their mitials in the table of contents.
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CHAPTER L
THE EXGLISH T TNDIA.

Ix looking af the Map of the Werld, there i+ something
astonishing in the consideratton that the small spots
called the Dicish Islands shonld contin a people whose
infuence is felt all over the wniverse, amnd whose empire
anl possessions extend inte every elimate and into every
poart of the known werld, By far the most valuable
of these possossions, both for wealth and population,
iz the peninsnla of Hindostan, containing at least
15,000,000 inbabitantz in its vast plains, forests, and
monntaing  This mmense country s peopled by oa
number of different races and nations, as distinel in
persemal appearanee and longnage as the various nations
of Bnrope: vet theoushout there is o mreat similarity in
manners and eustoms induecd by the influenco of the
Brahminieal religion, which prevails more or less over
the whole continent oft Hindostan.

The sabulivisem of the nation into eastes, thongh
under different names, prevails every where, and s
avery where materially the same. The enste of an indi-
vidual is determined i.n his birth, amd by birth alene;
and it is this system of caste which is, as it were, the
keystone of Hindoo social Nife. Tt has enabled the
Hindoos to preserve their nationality, in spite of re-
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