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SHREIT.A

my heart when 1 think of Shetla, bluc-

eyed,  brighi-haired,  Trsh  Sheila,
flushed with the adventure of foreion travel,
and sll unapprised of the teils that wail n
Canadian kiichens Lo take the feet of the un-
Wary munigrant.

Al firgl she was bul a nawe on a lisl, one
of ten the 1. H. H. 5. experimented with,
advancing the pussage moncy, and *placing”™
in carvefully chosen homes, At least that was
how the enthusiastic President of the W. II.
IL. 5. cxpresscd il and naterally T owas (Jal-
tered to he among the chosen. The name
lovked promising to me. I builé fresh hopes
upon it. I pietured a brighl young face and
an ardent, responsive spirit, with marginal
decorations of toast for Dreakfast of & golden
brown hue instead of murky black. And I
wasn't far wrong—at least in regard to the
first two points. My heart warmed to the

31 TOIUTCH of wistful warmth eomes to
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twinklv-eyed, frank voung girl who presented
herself at our door one fine morming with her
hat askew and an over-warked “grip” in her
hand.

She smiled confidingly, and explained that
she'd got on,the wrong tram, but the man had
been that Triendly, Mem., She called me
“Mem™ froon the first, and the Irsh breogue
of her wans nusie fo the ear. She was but
cighteen, cager and ready for new waorlds to
conquer, bhut had never heen in & real kitchen
before. T nost sy my own ardor was damped
by this admission, but not hers.

“T'l soom be larnin® how vouse like il done,
Mem,” she would sav with cheerful non-
chalanee,

We were in charge [ I almost wrote “zrip”™)
al the moment, of a Lighly accomplished,
serious-minded Lady-help of Hnglish extrac-
liom and lolty comncelion. who had stodied
French i Pans and Houosehold Science in
New Yorlk, She was now gelling her “prac-
lieal” experienee in before poing on West to
let her lizht shine hefere & more appreciative
and larger-pursed civele of admirers. She was
fearfully competent. Our domicile had under-
gone a unigue transtormation. The corners
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in the dim twilight of the attic-stairs had been
penetrated with a rmeat-skewer, the greoves
in the hardwood paneling of the bathroom,
dittn, and even the supersnmuated Jelly
mlasses in the cellar’s remntest depths had been
investipated and “wiped down.”

Relays of charwomen had heen at work
upon us for some tine wader the manipula-
o of 1his energelic Tady and we were all
worn out, particularly the instigator of these
reforms hersell, swwho was of the angular, nerv-
ous tvpe, and 1 whose presence 1 experieneed
a sense of guilt, whelhor heeause of her pale
cheek or the product of the skewer on the back
stairs, T carmot sav, T sullered from an un-
easy semse that things weren't as they should
be in Canada, and that T was unplicated. OF
course I was eontrite, dut I don’t think it
helped any.

L had long enterlained views, previoos to
this, on the subject of the dipnity of domestie
labor and had publicly cxpressed the convie-
tion that ladies engamed in such work should
nol be debarred the privileges of ladies. Feel-
ing oblized to live up to these principles, in
the present experiment, T had a place set at
the family beard for the experimentes, who



