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INTRODUCTION,

This Course of Study is Intended for the use of teachersz of
the common schools of the State, giving them a deflpite idea of the
amount of work to Le done in each branch, and suzgesting methods
of doing it. It should be studied and discussed in the Teachers' Im-
gtitutes angd in the leecal aszpciations during the year. A special In-
vestization of school work with reference to the adjustment and ar
rangement of its parts, with a study of the best methods of deoing it
is & professional study of a very high order, The teacher who knows
the most of theze matters and who most skillfully adapts them to
the daily work will prove to be the most succezsful in hls calling.

Therefore the aim of this work isi—
FIR8T—To furnish an cutline ¢f the branches required by law to

be taught in the schools of the State, arranged by grades in accord-
ance with spproved methods, as a basis {or work to teachers, trus-

tees and superintendents.

SECOND—To advance the pupdl step by step through his school
life, giving him systematle credits for work done in order to lessen
the evil effects of too freguent change of teachers

THIRD—To unify the work in the common schools by furnishing
a basls for effective supervislon, and for comparing the results of the
work in different schools.

FOURTH—Tc enable the directors and parents to know better
what the scheools are deing or ought to do for their children, and to
cooperate with teachers in their work,






CHAPTER I

THE RUGRAL SCHGOL.

1—THE RURAL BCHOCOLS DEFINED.

For purposes of administration, the echools of Kentucky are
divided by law inte six elasses; schools in cities of the first class,
schools in citles of the second class, schoolg In eitles of the third
elass, schoolz in cities of the fourth class, independent graded schools
and subdistriet schocls. To the fret four classes, the term “elty or
urban schools™ 1s applied, while to the last {wo classes, the name
“gountry or rural scheol™ fg given. The urkban schools are patronized
largely by people engared in the professions, in commerce, and in
mannfacturing; on the othér hamnd, the rural school serves a people
chiefly engaged in agricultural pursnitz. 8o troe iz thiz that the rura)
school mizght not inaptly Le called the “Farmer's School” Of course,
these rural schools are patrenlzed by people engaged In mining and in
lumbering 1n some seetlons, but the number of such patrons is small
a8 compared to the [Arming patrons. It moy be said, however, that
the rural school, located in a purely mining section, presents more
of the problems of the arban than of the rural school. With these
exceptions, the Eural School may be defilned ag a school that serves
the needs of a farming community,

2—THE FUNCTION OF THE RURAL SCHOOL,

Kentucky is an agricuitural State. The problems in the country
in Kentucky are largely the problems of the farm and the farming
community. The problem of the Rural Bchool in Kentucky is to pre-
rare for Hfe on the farm a sreat race of farmerg, The problem of
the “Farmer's School” Is not to prepare for the professlons, for com-
meree, or for manufacturing, tut for farming., ©Of course, a smalil
minority of the children in these sehelos will wltimately go into other
purznits than farming; sut the training they will get in the funda-
mental things of life in the Farmer's School will be a good tralning
for these pursnits, It I8 the business of the Parmer's School to train
the farmer's children for the farm and not away from the farm, It
iz the business of the Farmer's School to train ihe farmer boy first
of all to be a Man, pnd second to be a farmer. 1t is the business of
the school, while tralning the farmer hoy 10 be a Man, not to train
Iim away from the farm by belittling or ignoring the farmer's life,
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while praizing other vocations. We may safely go further and say
that it is the business of the Farmer's School to purposely incline the
boy and girl toward the farm and rural life. We may go even further
apd say that it Iz the business of the Rural School to purposely
fortity its pupils azaimst the alluring calls of the eity, by teaching
them the advantazeg of life in the open country and the dizadvan.
tages of the city—especially to people not trained for the puraults of
the eity. There Is no danger of hurtlng the city, for the greatest pos-
eible danger to the city lies in the stagnation, discontent and disin-
tegration of the country dlstricts, upon which the city depends, Tn
ghort, It is the business of the Farmer's School to teach the farmers'
children what they need to know on the farm.

The function, then, of the Rural School, is to help the farmer and
bis family to live & richer, & fuller and a more complete life on the
farm; to ald the farming community in organizing ftself against the
forces of stagnation, discontent and disintegration mow at work in
g0 many farming eommunities, and to organize Uself for the advance-
ment of secial enjoyment, ecenomic presperity and religious peace;
and to aid the County, the State and Watlon in securing a happy,
economioslly efficient, Intelligent and patriotic citizenship,

3—THIS FUNCTION AMALYZED,

The Rural School should =zet before ltself the speeific task of
helping the farmer to live more compietely. To do thiz, he wust
fnow better Himeelf and his Activities. To know himself, the farnner
must know hiz Lancouage, how to speak If, read it and write It
fMlueatly and accurately, So far as he uses the Tanguage, the farmer
should usze it as accurately as anyene else, For him to set for him-
self any lower standard than for others, or to permit others to do B0,
is to lower his own self-respect. The teachers of the Farmer’s School
should fesl ashameqd to have a Tower standard set for the rural child
than for the arban child. Why should not the Man, farming, aro.
nounce as clearly, and use the simple rulez of syniax as correctly
as the Man, clerking, or the Man, practicing medicine, or the Man
preaching?

The Farmer must know the methods of Computation; ha must
know Arithmetle. He must be taught the fundamental operations with
numbers slmple, depominate, angd (ractional, untll he can werforn
those operations with reasonable rapidity and absolute accuracy, Ha
miust he taught {he application of these operations to his own busl-
nesd, so as to enable him to farm better, understand his own life bet.
ter, and make more money,

The Farmer must know his own body better as a machine, how
to keep it clean, well oiled, and in good running order. He must he
taught the laws of heaith, the causes of dizeasze, how to aveld dis-
ease, proper sanitation, in order to be healthier and happier, and to
make and save more money., That lg, he must know Physlology and
Hyglene.



