THE HOBBY-HORSE,
A COMEDY IN
THREE ACT



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649512706

The Hobby-Horse, a Comedy in Three Act by Arthur W. Pinero

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ARTHUR W. PINERO

THE HOBBY-HORSE,
A COMEDY IN
THREE ACT

ﬁTrieste






THE HOBBY-HORSE



THE HOBBY-HORSE

A COMEDY IN THREE ACTS

BY

ARTHUR W. } PINERO

BOBTON :
WALTER H. BAKER & CO.



CoryRIGHT, 180, BY

ARTHUR W. PINERO.

All Bwghts Reserved.

¥ wiL o SRR AEY
FRINTENE AKD ROORMINTESN
ADETON. ¥ K A



THE PERB0ONS OF THE PLAY,

BPERNCER JERMYE, Mus. PORCHEER,
Mra SPENCER JERMTH, SHATTUCK,
Toum CLARE, FEWS,
Erv., Noeu Brice, Lymaw,
BERTHA, MooLTER,
PrcHEING, Mns, LANDON,
Miss Moxos, Trry LANDORN,
HeEweTT.

THE FIRST ACT.

A CoAFTER OF PHILANTHROPY.

THE SEQOND ACT.
A OHAPTER oF BENTIMENT.

THE THIRD ACT.
A OHAPTER OF EXPIATION,

V510547






INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Six years ago dramatic conventionality exercised an
even greater tyranny than it does to-day, and Brit-
ish playgoers were lesa prepared tham now to look
lavorably upon any effort to resist it. That the per-
sons in a play should be dealt with according to the
probabilities of actual life, when these clashed with
the dictates of theatrical custom and “ poetical jus-
tice,” was not to be endured. ' The expectatious of
an audience were held sacred, and were not to be
tampered with. They were as inexorable as the
lawa of the Medes and Persians, and any dramatist
who bad the temerity to bring down his curtain
without baving first made all bis sympathetic char-
acters happy might expect little favor. But even at
that time Mr. Pinero was always inclined to fly in
the face of the theatrically conventional in some
way or another, and he actually dared to writea
play in which a young clergyman, for whom the
deep sympathy of the audience was enlisted, was per-
mitted to fall innocently and honorably in love with
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s married woman while he had thought her single,
and to suffer pain on her aceount, without the hus-
band being conveniently killed off in the last act to
prepare the way for the clergyman's expected matri-
monial bappiness. And this play Mr. Pinero, hav-
ing his own dramatic purpose in view, deseribed as
a comady,

“The Hobby Horse " was produced at the St
James's Theatre, under the mansgement of Mr
Hure and Mr. Kendal, on October 23, 1886, and it
was acted unitll February 28, 1887, one hundred
and nine performances being given in all. The fol-
lowing is a copy of the programme of the first rep-
resentation :

8T. JAMES'S THEATRE.
LEssErs AND ManaceErs, Mr, Haxr Anp Ma EEnDAL

THIS EVENING, SATURDAY, OCTORER 28rd, 1884,
At B o'clock,
WILL BE ACTED
AN ORIGINAL COMEDY IN THREE ACTS, CALLED
THE HOBBY-HORSE,
WRITTEN BY
A, W. PINERO.



