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SPORTING WORLD.

CHAPTER 1.

Lineraviry and renzon must sdmit there are
many persons 1o the world that we mumst neither
censure or blame for thinking ill of the Sporting
World, neither must we be surprised at their so
doing. Personz of the lower class, all but uni-
versally do this, 1 allude to London people, to
tradesmen, and their families, and others ranking
in the same orders of society. They know liter-
ally wothing of sportsmen, their pursnite or
- hahits; never having bad the opportunity of seeing
either, still less have they had a chanee of
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getting even a  glimpse of their society. The
most  they can know of the Sporting World—
and thiz amounts to knowing nothing—is from the
description given by some appreniice, or peradven-
ture by their own son oceasionally breaking loose
and visiting some place of low resort by Sporting
Characters ; of =zuch, if he dere speak, he ean
only report scemes and personz by which his
hearers  judge, errcmeously of course, of the
purziuits and habits of the Sporting World ; for it
never, enters their hemls that a sportsman would
no more habitually  visit guch places, than he
would aceept  from  themselves an invitation to
dinmer.

I think 1 may sav, T never heand a woman
of such eluss, or sume ranking far higher, who,
if o London bred one, could bear the name of a
Sportsman ; for hoth arc alike ignorant of what
he really i1s. The sole idea of a woman of the
closs alluded to, of what the pursnits of a man

ought to be, 12 hia attending ail day to his
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shop orv other avoeations, occasicmally teking her
to the play when they can get orders. Going
to dine at Iichmond or some sach place on &
Swday with friends of the same elass, and some-
times nviting or oing to the houses of similar
persons,  all thivking preetscly like themselves.
Buch personz seldom rend, if they do they judee of
the Spertsman by such books as “ Peregrine Pickle,”
which probably they read 1o esrly life, they only
see whal many Sporismen were In davs long
gone by, or arc guided by opinions formed and
handed down bv  their parents and religiousty
fostered by themselves., It will be found that
their crromeous opinions are constantly kept alive
by their female friends indulging in remarks not
very far from the following,

“God defecnd me from a Sportsman for my
“ Hoshand, T am traly thankful Mr.——mMm—
“has uo taste that way, if he bad, a pretty hfe
“I and the family should have of it, there wonld

“be getting up at God knows what hour, by
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** candle-light, to get him hot water to shave and
* hiz breakfast. Then when he hns disturbed the
“whole family, off he goes to join hiz brother
“gportemen, a5 he ealls them, who ride whoop-
“ing and hallooing all over the countrv, breaking
“down farmers’ fences, riding over their wheat
“and desiroving it and then, o the poor man
“dares to complain, they ome and all set ther
“*face amaingt him for deing so, because it is
“done forsooth i zporting. Then my gentlenan
“eomes home and  entertaing  hiz wife with an
Woaecamnl of the ron, as he ealls i, if e has
“had pood sport; if not he iz cross, mothing
“eun be dene o plesse lum, awd he walks off
“to bed, or i wnot, he goes Lo sleep n his
“ chair, either of which cazes are wvastly ﬂgn‘mﬁit
“o his wile; in the latter instaner, she and all the
“ family must set mum  for fear of  disturbing
“him, unless, indeed, he brings some companion
*home with him, then they are noisy enough

“talking over the dav’s sport, talking of how
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“such a one rode, or spesking of some one who
“got & fall, at which any one with proper
“ feeling would shudder to hear of, they langh at
“it, and speak of it as @ “purler,” or some
“guch detestable low term ; this they carry om
“all the evenmng, matead of making wp a2 niece
“little robbee, which eould easily be dome, for
“if mone of the family could make up a fourth,
“hiz wife conld ensily get in some friend, who
“wonld be buf too lappy to eome in and spend
“a cheerful evening. laush, Eportsmen, Cod
“deferd me from 2 Sportsman”

This is very much like the reprezentations
made, and believed to be correet among the class of
Londun women we heve particularised. The yoong
Mizs of the same coterie indulges in similar
idens, which she has no incentive {0  correcl,

¥

seeing that all the * nice voung men™ with whom
she 1s acquainted, know nothing about Sporting,
or Sportsmen ; unless some one among them,

thinking to “do it stylish,” talks, as they think,



