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Turs little manaal, deseriptive of the origin and progress of
book-binding, hus been propered by the poblisher, expeesely for the
uge of his mwmerons patrons, in the belief that it will be found to
ecmiprise munch curions .!'Llll'.l interesting maller relutive to the
bibHopegistie art, which witl prove acecpiable to all truc lovers of
books,  “Books,” sees Biltooy, © s swone Uie sweelest luxories
of onr wordd ;™ and Channing affirms that @in the heat Tonks,
preat mes tolk to us, with us, oed give uws their mesi preciows
thowrlita.  Books sre the volves of the distaol amd the desd.
Booke ara the trme levellers.  They give tooall who will faithfally
use them the acciety and the prosence of the best and groatest of
our rases No omatler how poor 1 oam; onoe matter though the
proaperous of my own time will mot enfer my obseure dwelling.
I Jewried men aud poets will enter aod lake up their shods oader
my renf—il Milton will cross my threshold fo sing fo me of Parn-
disey and Shokspenre open Lo me the worlds ingrination, and
tha workinga of the haman heart ; and Fronklin enviely me witls bis
proctienl wisdom—I sball not ploe for wanl of intellectaal com-
panionship, snd 1 may becomea a enltivated  man, though cxcluded
from what i= ealled the best sceiety in the place where | Hive®
Books bave in all ages conmmuaded the veneration of mankind ; and
thir approciution of their valoe has been commonly evineed by the
skill and ingenuity devoted to their decorstion. Nar is this devo.
tiom to the internal and external adornment of books peeutiar to
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prat nges; it 13 no less o ehormcteristie of our own, when the
resounces of taste and inventive art have become well nigh exhanst-
ed in the lavish expenditure of costly embellishment which distine
guishis many of aur modern literary productions, Thers are,
however, exeeptions fo the rule,

Good pooks, it has been well observed, deserve good binding; did
they but vontsin the power of speech, as well as all manner of
tongmes, how many tales of woe would they relate lo us of the
nerlect and destruetion they have suffered, merely for'the want of
a ifecent covering, which wonld bave secored to them the friend-
ship and estecm of the selolar, os well as universal admirstion,




