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INTRODUCTION.

————

Tur story of Wilhelm Hauff"s life, embracing a period
of twenty-five years at the beginning of this century (1802~
1827), is neither long nor eventful. He wes a native of
Btuttgart, in which eity his father occupied an important
government position, On tho lattor’s death, in 1809, Wil-
helm aevompanied his mother to Titbingen, whers the next
eight years of his life wers passad. The lad early showed
a marked fondness for fajry tales, coupled with no little
skill as a racontsur on his own part, —a taste and talent
which his mother guistiy fostered and encouraged. His
soholastio career at the Tibingen Gymnasium er Academy,
to which Wilhelm and an elder brother Hermaon were
gent, was anything but brilliant. OQwing either to a nato-
rally weak constitntion and frequent attacks of illness, or
to a distaste for the tather exacting course of study in a
(German Gymnasium, the younger brother did not distin-
guish himself az & zoholar. Far more inviting than the
traditional Latin, Gresk, and mathematics of the school
gurriculum were the attractions of his grandfather’s
library. TIts shelves, to whiech the brothers had free
ancess, wore well stocked with the German olassics, works
of history, and translations of the standard English novel-
ists. Wilhelm was an omnivorous reader. By his four-
teenth year he had read and re-read pretty much everything
within his comprehension, that the library afforded. Par-
tioularly fascinating, however, to 'the young schoolboy,
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was the story of the Middle Ages, —its romantic tales of
marveloua adventurve, its deseriptiona of siege. tourney,
and battle. Some of the volomes were iMlustrated. These
were Haull's especial delight, and over thera he spent many
& happy hour, storing his imaginative mind with material
for future use in his own literary workshop. Here, tog,
in the old library, the brothers acted out in mimic show
the scenes of which they had been reading. ¢ They built
for their paper armies, arsenals and forts out of the dust-
coverad volumes, fonght battles, and herangued their troops;
while in many an address of yoonng Wilhelm, had it been
preserved for va, might perhaps be found the germ of his
future literaty talent.”

After four years more of preparatory stody spent ina
convent school at tha little town of Blawbsuren, Haunff
returned to Tiubingen to enter the university. He chose
& course in theolopy and philology. The lecture room and
the seminar, howevar, seem to Lave had bot little influence
in shaping his fuinre carcer, Far more significant as
showing hiz real bent of mind is the dispesition of his
leisnre hours, many of which, we are told, were apent in
entertaining an interested gronp of listemers, old as well
as young, with the reeital of fairy tales, and stories of
romantic adventure.

On receiving his degree of Ph.J}, in 1524, Hanff became
private tutor . (Hauslehrer) to the children of Baron von
Hiigel, at Stuttgart, in whose household the next two years
of his life were spent. This period of Haunff'a life marks
the beginning of his literary career. In 1825, he began to
publish, under the title of Mérehen-dlmanach, a collection
of stories with the recital of which he had previously
-entertained his pupils of the baron’s household. The pub-
lieation of these stories was continned during the two
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following years, The general plan of each of the series
iz the same, —a main narrative interwoven with various
tales rclated by the chief charasters, The first of these
groups of stories in entitled Die Korawane; the second,
Iter Sheik von Alessondria; the third, Doy Wirtshaus im
Spessart. These tales are in many respects the mocst
characteristic of Hanff’s writings, and npon them his repu.
tation largely rests. They are the offapring of a poetic
and healthy imagination, and are clothed in an attractive
literary dress. The plot, while neither original nor deep,
reaches a natural and sffective climax. The characters are
clearly drawn: the sentiment is clean gnd wholesgme.
Taken as & whole the stories will compare favorably with
those of Andersen gnd Gritam,

Meanwhile Hanff had alsp succesefnlly tried hiz hand
at other types of literary composition. His Mitzsilungen
ars den Momojren dex Sotens, Der Huan im Mond, and
Lichtenstein were all written while their author was a
member of the von Hugel household. Of these produc-
tions the most elaborate 1= Fickfensteim, an historipal
romance, in which may ba sesn traces of the influence
of Seott. Though written in an ineredibly short epace of
time, and therefore not without marks of hasty composi-
tion, it won for its anthor favorable cominent, and greatly
added to his growing pepularity. Its historical setting
is the attempt of the emperor Mazimilian to overthrow
the kingdom of Warttemberg and to bring it under the
Austrian yoke.

Shortly after the completion of Lichtenstein, Hauff re-
signed his position as tubor, and spent several months in
travel, — visiting France and the Netherlands, and linger-
ing some time in Bremen, Dresden, Barlin, and other cities
of Germany. The chief literary result of this period of
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travel was the Phantasien {m Bremer Rathskeller, published
in 1827, not long before its author's death,

Returning to Stuttgart in January, 1827, Hauff onder-
took the editorial contrel of the Morpenblaf?, a maparzine
published by the eelebrated Cotta. Shortly after embark-
ing on this journalistie enterprise, he married his cousin,
to whoma he had Iwmg been devotedly attached. The
following summer was spent in Tirol, gathering material
for a romance based om the attempt of the Tirolese, in
1809, to throw off the yoke of Napoleon. But the novel
was never written. (n his return to Btuttgart in the
autumn, Hauff was stricken with a fever and died in
November. '

As a writer Hauff shows marked traces of the influence
of the so-called Romantic Behool, — & literary movement
whose cowmplex origin and development we gannot here
detail. As a whole, however, this movement may be
characterized aa reacticnary in ite nature, and as embody-
ing a protest againgt much that had hitherto passed
unchallenged in the current phidesophical, religious, and
political thought of tha day. While the impulses that
gave rise to the movement are to be found in the norial,
religions, and literary condition of Germaoy, from 1770
to 1800, it was not till the close of that period that its
purpose and aims were definitely formulated and promul-
gated. The old university town of Jena, “the Athens
of the Bszale,” as it was sometimes atyled, waa the geo-
graphical center and rallying peint of the mew school.
Among its chisf apostles at the outset were the two
Schlegels, Tieck, and Novalis. As members of what is
known as the late Homantic School, may be mentioned
such authors as Fouqud, Arnim, Brentano, Eichendorf, and
Hoffmann,



