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INTRODUCTION

BLUE-B0DES nevet have been and probably never will
be a populer branch of literature. However difficult it
may be, indead, to collect the material and to write
o treatize of this pature, it is undonbtedly far more
difficult to persusade any one to eiudy the same
when written. Whether it is the colour that repels,
or the gize, or the big, clossly printed page, the fact
remains thaf no one reads a blue-hook unless he ia
absolntely compelled a0 to do, and then not infrequently
he contents himse! with the Synopsis of Documents at
the beginning and, perhapa, the concluding paragraphs.
Moreover not one person in ten thousand is aware that
such works, like others, can be purchased through any
bockseller, that is by ordering them, since they are not
usually kept in stock.

These, with the hope that thua it may reach a wider
publie, are the considerations, and not any cxzpectation
of gain, that have induced the author and, I mey add,
the publishers of the following pages to seek the kind
permission of His Majesty’s Trensury and of the Rhodes
Truetees to re-issue [Cd. 2562] in its present form.

The original and officinl title of [Cd. 2563] fs ** Report
on the Salvation Army Colonies in the United Biates
and at Hadleigh, England, with Bcheme of National
Liand Bettlement, by Commissicner H. Ridex Haggard ™.

This Report with its annexed documents was presented
¥
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to both Houees of Parlinment by eommand of His Ma-
jesly in June, 1905, and has now, I read, been referred
to the consideration of a Deparimental Committee.

Perbapa it will be as well to begin this Fore-word or
Introduction with a very brief summary of the Report
itgelf in the hope thai the resder mey be sufficiently
interested thereby to be induced to attempt the effort
of a more intimate acquaintance with its substance.

In February ol the present year, on the initiative of
the Bhodes Trogtees who contributed a gum of money
to meet expenses, I was nominated a Commisgioner by
the Hecretary of Btate for the Colonies and despatched
to the United Btates for the purpose of inspecting three
land gettlements which have been established in that
conntry by the charituble and soeial Organigation known
aa the Balvation Army, iz, in Caelifornia, not very far
from 8an ¥Franeisco, in Colorado, and in Ohio reapes-
tively. Tha object of this investigation is very clearly
set out in the second parsgraph of my letter of cominie-
sion, which runs :—

*T1t sppeers to the Secretary of Btate that, if these
experiments are found to be suecedsful, some analogous
gystem might, with grest advantage, be applied in trans-
ferring the urban populations of the United Kingdom to
different parts of the Briiish Empire ",

Further, T wag authorised, in the event of the experi-
ments by the Salvation Army recommending themselves
to me, to include in my report sny practical suggestions
that might occur to me, a8 to the means and methods
whareby the sxample can best be turned to uee in con-
nection with the projected transfer of urban populations
of the United Kingdom fo different parta of the British
Empire.

I will now gum up the results of this Mission and
recapitulate in few words the recommendations and
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suggestions which I have ventured to offer to His
Majeaty's Government.

I was on the whole extremely well satisfied with the
Californian and Colorade Bsttlements which are named
Fort Romie and Fort Amity. Fort Herrick in Ohio,
which I visited also, may be left out of the sccount, in-
asmmeh &6 it is in the main devoted to the redemption
of inebriates and i{c the earrying out of certain agri-
cultural experimentd. Ab both Fort Bomie and Fort
Amity, sg may be scen by my Remarke on those places,
I found the settlers healthy, happy, hopeful, and, almost
without exzeeption, doing well Beginning in nearly
every cage with nothing, moreover, in the course of
about four years st Fort Romie thege seitlers are now
worth &n sverage of ovar £400 per head above all their
debts and liabikities to the Selvation Army and others,
and at Fort Amity an average of over £200, which is,
needless to may, & great deal more than they couid
poesibly have aceurtolated during the same pericd as
day-labourers on the land ot i the cities,

The venture, however, haa nof proved so prosperous
to its founders, the Salvation Army, who on these two
gettlements have incurred s total loss of about £10,000,
This lesz, rot very large it ig trne, although quite as
much as any charifable Body can wish o face, is due
to four causes: (1) The facts that the Hettiementa were
established by eid of money borrowed at a heavy zate
of interest, namely 5 and 6 per cent, mnd that the
settlars were charged too little for their holdings which
they pay for by insfalments, (2) The considerable
initial cost of the eatate both at Fort Romie and Fort
Amity. (8) The fact that the settlers were first estab-
lished at Fort Romie before the scil had been properly
irigated and st onece confronted by a three years'
drought. (4) The circomstance that at Fort Amity the
land, which was virgin prairie, proved exceptionally
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hard to work; also to be impregnated with alkali or
natural salte, whereof the presence was fotally unsus-
pected at the time of buying, of which alkeli it has
cost much money to be rid by desp-draining.

So it comes sbout that although the settlers are doing
8o well, the Balvation Army have been ealled upen to
pay £10,000 for their experience. My own view is that
under all the cirecumstances and in faca of the principles
demonetrated and the success won in every other direc-
tion, this has been very cheaply hought. Further, I can-
not see any cause to fear a rapetition of that loss in the
future spplication of those principles, It iy thevafore
totally inaccurate to say, as has been done widely in
prese summaries of my repori, that these Bettlements
are ‘*financially & failnrs .

Indead it the Settloments ara earried out on the linea
which I suggest, and eapscially if they are located upon
good land which has cost the controlling Authority
nothing, there should ba, as is indicated by the tables
that I have {urnished, no loss but & considerable gain.
Here T may state thet thin opportunity has arisem,
gince ¥ waa snfficiently successful in convincing the
Government of the Dominion of Canada of the sound-
ness end practicability of my echeme fo indnce them to
make a formal offer of 360 aquare miles of territory to
enable it to be put into operation as a beginning, with
the promise, ehonld it prove successful, of as mmuch
mora land as may be required. This means that a huge
egtate of some of the best land in America, worth, even
in its undeveloped condition, a great sym of money, is
lying there waiting ounr gocd pleagure to occopy it and
turn its emptiness to wealth.

As for the schema itself it is so simple that I can only
wonder no one has propounded it before. Also I believe
that whenever it is put to work, as soon or late must
certainly happen, it will be found very far-reaching in



