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" Bomaa day, that ever’palnet thot seasrn comes
Wharein gur Saviour's hirth la celehrabed,

Thia bird of dawnlng singeth ol night fong:

And then, they say, ne apirit deres stir shrond ;
The pighis are wholaiome | then no plenets sirlke,
Wo falry takes, wor witch hath powsr to charm,
#o hallow'd and so geacions is the thes,"
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PREFACE.

In sobmitting a Christmas Story, and
blending with it the sports and pastimes of
the olden time at this festival pemod of the
year, the writer has endeavoured to *“ point a
moral to adorn his tale;" and should some
links in the chain of events require a refe:-
ence to the fertile imaginations of his readers,
let them remember that it is one of fancy
and not of fact. Assured, however, that if
he has failed to please to the full bent of his
earnest desires, at least he cannot have given
offence to the most fastidicus of tastes ; and
therefore, with both hope and confidence,
he trusts for that encouraging and lenient
consideration on the part of his crities
and patrons, with which his huomble efforts
hitherto have been received,
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CHRISTMAS IN THE OLDEN TIME.

CHAPTER I

='Tis winter cold and rude!
Heap, heap the warming wood ;
The wild wind hums hig sollen song to-night:
Denvands reliefy the cheertal epecs light.

"T1s Christmas! the season of hope, of
joy, and revelry! see where he comes, hoary-
locked and bleached with age, crowned with
wreaths of winter evergreens! Ivy, holly,
and rosemary are twined and blended in his
crown. In his hand he bears the wassail
bowl ; deep and full. From his lips quaint
ballads, carols, and ditties are crooned, and
good old customs rummaged from the
stores of his memory. 'Tis Christmas, right
merry Christmas! Light, glad hearts beat
the lighter to his approach, and those sinking
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