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TRESENT STATE OF THE GIPRIER IN YETHOLM.

Yeraoim Marsg, November 1562,

Tax foliowing Keport will reming the friends ut‘tj:.r,GRwy in this
gllm,n\fﬂla loss which it has sostained fn ghe deslly of the Rev.
ohm Baird uhmmmhhluglﬂuﬂwhhw
atd the writer of e wards, who has lately besn appointed In the gond
m'rﬁﬂmm of God f?dnu;:s:cﬁ h:fl;ﬁ'lmmler of this Parish, joina In the
varaa] and winhes to his in the cone
ﬂiﬂunﬂnmnhuﬂl i
Most of them remesin whuﬂﬂhmﬂimlmm hawkarg of paltery,
baskets, and tin-ware. The B arising from mch an oosu 0 &r
the chicf cbetacies to their improvement. They must leave homes
during mummer.  They must take their children with them, and thus de-
rlve them of tha benclits of school, They moet with others of their pro-
worsa than themarlvea, They contract end stren nnmudcnng
lmbim,n.dlhmcial:mimmeu.h nes hecoins rather than
somrces of happiness.
.!.lmptwa‘::lﬁ.t,hum,huutr u.ﬂsws;‘!“nfmﬁ
are now stoady trustworthy farm-laboorers, w) mast
of both dexes beyond school age are similurly . nl?w]m
followed the Gipay ocacpalion in their yoath, cring
Thas become a second nature, st leavs home n qnuner Ihr Ewn or three
muaﬁﬁmmmm the reat of the
Innljruplm of the younger members of the family, and partl
:éwm'kwlnnh they themseivas can find to do. '111{
I’dwa prokibit them from eficamping by the woyeids, or in
Twmgh, 08 ﬁrmnl&r‘ghgmmm‘hh!p bc-ﬂmewho. frorn grodirmed habits,
can follow no fosalon)y; hence thelr g in summer ara
necessarily shortar Ihmthafnaadmh and their children, they find, nead
not be fmmhmaﬂ)rmhﬂmﬂmrtmmtmthnmmm
which they are able to make.
T‘Im.l the infioence of example, the progress of things, and the laws of
g]lu.-ndt.u ﬂml}tpu!thom_muttha maat ima
mnt uls!;» he by thoess who would them ; for
ba visited, induced to attend church, and children to

more at home now than they perhupe ever were, and the
uhidrm% mench of exeelleut fnstenetion, it i found dificult, some-
Limes impossible, to luduce them to atiend : the parents, with one or two
. wrked ions, belng ignorant of its henafits, give no encouragement
to their chi
For & eonsiderabla time the late Bfr, Baied, from fands raised by the
liberality of kind fricnds, was able to give o small weakly allowanes of
meal o ench child whe l-tl-cnﬂl:ﬁ school, byt theough want of means this
hiaa bocn withleld for the Last dwo yeara; and the resalt is, that not more



re

]

than half the number of the children &t home 13 ke fupnd at school, o
the following Bgures will show (—

Number of familisa ' 18
Total number of members 756
Childran at home . : =
Attending school . . 15

Of the spiritusl stats of the (Jipsies much can be said. A religions
maovement, which begen in the villages last yosr, seemed to guoicken the
latent seeda of the frrfh which hd beed sown in their hearts, Wy ATy
of tham were deeply impressed, und the reality of their impressions was
el b;rnll in their outwarnd condust.  The Bilile was resd by mont of them ;
religipus books were anxiomsly perused: meetings, publio avd pelvats,
were altanded ; from every source within reach thev sought aftsr the
koowledge of Him “whom to know is life eternal,”  The first-fruits of
suck & change were <o at our Communion in August lnst  On that
occasion thers wore admitted te the Lond's Table for the frst time, three
wher are gramdparents, fowr who are purends, fvo who are young aod on.
wrried ; others had leen admbtied before. At present, they arg amady in
their attenduns: ot chureh ; private meetings have not ceased amsng tlom
and & memnber of one of their most cxemplary familfes haa, witldn £he last
few weeks, Lecoms & teacher in our Sabbath-schoul

Every onc whe wishes theiv improvement will rejoice to read such an
nooount ny the abeve, and will ses what a bright prospect i opened op, of
onr Gipsies &t lzngth taking thefr place anvng vt inteiligent and
trustworihy of our peasaniry. The dilficully ls to induca the (]
atrend school—and thera ie an excalient one in thelr villaga, W‘Ttbwtm
indocement ]:;:! ?lt,thw_ o mthamﬁma,m with oma, ag expericnce has
proved, they tis d, tr revive the system @0 Burn-
weasfully applicd by the Im Baov. Mr. Baird, of gracting a emall wes
wlowancs of meal, ole., §0 the garcnds for the attendance of each child,
il this can only e dose through the liberulity of the genecous Christian
friends of and progress, F sl cally are mude upon
them at this timej bat, in the present pectilior circumsianecss of the
u'_lﬁi.ﬂ, “t0 make no sign ” wonld be Hitle less than thwarting the sims
of Teavan, A new has now made iteelf felt among ﬂmm—lhanga-
of God's love tn theiv heart.  Mever befors has such a weapon for o
ling down the stronjrholds of Satun ™ been put into the hands of
attempting their impzovanest. Wosach oppertucity for good has ever ge—
carred in the whols ry of their reformetion.  With the power of the

within, anything ar everything may be dme to improve them hy
the judicions uee of means; but that power, if lefL alose, with no attempt
1 and v and expand the mental faculties by cducation,
will beeotoe Bolgted, then enerwsted, then crushed with evil. ™ School o
stractlgn to the children of spch purents, 6= mony of them now are, coupled
with that which they are likely to receive at home, will #oon, it 1s fondly
hoped, remove the distinction of Hind and ipsy, and moke both ona In
character s2 many of both already are * ooe in Christ.”

ADAM DAVIDBON.

Condributions to the Gipey Fund will b ity received by the Rev.
a:‘-;lr‘_lﬂ;'ﬂmor, Fetholm Manse, by Helpw.—There 75 a Money Orcer
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CHATTER L
EARLY LIFE AND EDUQATION,

“ For shall &far
The graver tusks of manhood, or th' advica
0f vulgar wisdown, move e o discladm
Thosa studies which possessed me in the dawn
OF Tife, and fixed the colour of my mind
¥or every fatnrs year,”

Tetg Church in Scotland has had of late to lament
the loaz of many of her eminent ministers. The
Fres Church has been deprived of the services o1
Ler great theologian Dr. William Cunningham,
snatched from her in the full vigour of his great
intellect, and &t the early age of fifty-seven. The
Reformed Presbyterian Church has had to deplore,
in little beyond the prime of life, the loss of one
of her best ministers. the Rev. Dr. Bymington,
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formerly of Stranraer. The venerable Established
Chureh of Scotland has equally had to bewail the
somewhat premature death of several of her clergy-
men, Amongst these is the subject of onr present
memoir, the Rev, John Baird, late minister of the
parish of Yetholm,

Mr. Baird was the cldest son of the late Rev.
James Baird, minister of Swinton in Berwickshire.
He waa horn at the manse of Eccles (of which
parish his father was at that time minister) on the
17th Febroary, 1799;® and died at the manse of
Yetholm on the 28th November, 1861, in the
sixty-third year of his age.

His early education was received at home under
his father's own {mition, Upon the illness of this
excellent man, which terminated fatally on the
11tk February, 1814, his son John was first sent
to the grammar-school of Whitsome, and then to
that of Kelso. From thence he proceeded to the
University of Edinburgh, where, after attending the
Humanity and Gresk classes, he entered, along with
his younger brother Andrew, the Divinity Hall.t

¥ The Rev. James Baird was saceessively minfster of Legertwood,
Ecelas, snd Swinton, all in Berwickshire,
+ For a short notive of the Rev, Andrew Baird, sse Appendiz A.



EARLY LIFE. 5

While sttending his studies there, he was sud-
denly visited with an attack of heemoptysis or
epitting of blood from his lungs. By the advice
of his physician Dr. Abereromby, he tried the
effacts of a sea voyage, and in the early part of
the year 1820 sailed in H.M. sloop of war the
Favourite, cammanded by Captain Eobinson
Doring this trip, which lasted sbout twelve
wmonths, he recovered his beslth, and had an
opportunity of visiting various parts of the world
which he wonld otherwise never have seen. While
studying in Edinburgh, he had attended the
lectures of Mz, Jameson, the celebrated Professor
of Mineralogy and Geology; sand to this latter
branch of science he paid particular attention, He
aceordingly did not let slip the opportunities his
voyage afforded him of prosecuting the mineralo-
gical and geological inquiries he had commenced
in Edinburgh. The result of some of his obger-
vations were read before the Plinian Society® of
Edinburgh in the year 1823, and havs since then
been given to the world in the Edinburgh Philo-
sophical Journal, vol. vii; and in the Memoirs of

* For an account of the Flisian Natnral History Soclety, see
Agpeidix B,



