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REVIEW, ke

+ I—

Tue real cause of the depression and distress of the West
Indie planters may be 30 clearly inferred from the concluding
remarks in the Report, of which the following pages are a
review, that we may very properly commence with an extract
from it. The Committee say :—

“In conclading their consideration of the causes of the
depressed state of the West India Colonies, your Committee
has not forgotion that that depressed state has existed in
former times, and at périods aoterior to the abolition of the
slave trade. To one of these perioda their attention has been
specially called, by the reference of the report of the Com-
moittee of 1807, whence it appears that during the late war,
and while still supplied with slaves from Africa, the planters
complained of inadequate refurns, and of unequal competifion
in Foreign maerkels. These results were then sscribed to the
circumstances of the war, which has long ceased, and were |
necessarily independent of the canses now alleged. Your
Committee are well aware that this similarity of complaint,
and discrepancy of sssigned. r , bas oecasioned some
diztrust of the accuracy of those which are now put forward.

 But it appenrs to your Committee that the original canse
of depression was, and is, the same at bhoth periods, and the
difference is in the circumstance of aggravation. That cause
is in this, s in many other cases, over-production ; but = this
case, af in no ofhers of which your Commitlee ure aware,
nﬁnlg remediless on the part of the producer.

*The West India Colonist not only feels, with any other
proprietor of land, the difficulty of altering the application of
his capital ; he not only feels, in a greater degree than pro.
prietors in general, the difficulty of changing the appropriation
of his soil; ke is subject to a burden peculior to himself, that of
mainfoining, be Az profits whai they may, the whole body of
{abourers, and of their familes, exirting upon Ais land.  He iy
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compelled, too, by » law, of which public considerations forbid
the repeal, to maintain them in industrions employment, and
is thus under the necessity of producing and re-producing the
very article of which the superabundance depresses him.*

Distrust of the accuracy of the reason assigned for the
distress of the Colonies is, indeed, very natural, under the pre-
ceding circumstances. But it is strange that a committee of
the House of Commons should be satisfied to leave this inves-
tigation (for which they were specially appointed) in a state
of distrust, where they had soch abundant means for arriving
at certainty. We muosi, however, endeavour to supply this
extraordinary deficiency on their part, and we trost that we
shall be sble to prove,

1st. That the slave-trading of the Brazilians gives them no
advantage over the British Colonies; but, on the contrary,
that the grest loss which they sustain by it, is one chief means
of enabling the British Colonies, in sny degree, to compete
with them.

2d. That the mortgage system entails snch burdens, end is
attended by such disadvantages, as are sufficient to ruin any
business.

3d. That to maintain slavery, even without any profit, entails
an enormous burden on this country, and that it cannot be
much longer maintained without a prodigions incresse of that
burden.

4th. That there is, therefore, no possible remedy but the
immediate extinction of slavery.

6th. That slavery may be sbolished with immediate ad-
vautage to nll parties.

The Committee attribute the distress to over-production,
They say, *“ But in this case, ar in ne cthers, ENTIRELY REM FDI-
LEAS @N THE PART OF THE PLANTERS.” To what other cause
can this peculiarity so “ entirely remediless on the part of the
planters” be attributed, but to the slavery in which their
labourers are held? And what is so likely to remedy this
distress as its entire extinction P

The Weat Indians have been constant and realous advocates
for the abolition of the foreign alave trade, considering it the
canse of their depression; and hence most of the wit-
nesees adduce the continunnce of it as & chief eause of their
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distress. So unanimous are they on this subject, that even
the witness from Barbadoes, J. Pollard Mayers* sttributes the
distress in that Colony to a regolar and cheap supply of la-
bour, afforded by the sleve trade to their Brazilisn rivals.
This is strange on the part of a witness from a colony where
Creole slaves (allowed to be saperior to newly imported Afri-
canst) are to be had at little more than half price.i Indeed,
with the exception of two of the Colonies, slaves may be pur-
<hased at a lower price in all of them than they sell for in
the Brazils and Cuba.§-

Although it seems so derogatory to the Divine goodness,
40 contrary to all his laws, that a system of such unparalieled
wickedness, as the slave trade, should ever be advantageous,
yet as statements so absurd have been listened to, and published
by a British House of Commons, it is fit they should be
examined and replicd to.

Most of the witnesses say that the newly imported Africans,
being chiefly men, form gangs more effective than a Creole
population wonld make, though inured to labour, and more
intelligent and athletic. |

“E.uwiﬂ-u,lppmﬁ- i@ Report, No. 1438,
1 See No. 1576, 2430, 1467,

T Ave ices paid for manumissions of shives fu the different Colonics
from 1419 to i —agem.:m Raporter, vol. 3, No, 96, page 17.
A

conboacDooOi

Average ......0. B D

f| See Nos, 2459 and 2463,
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T'his can easily be ascertained by the productions of ouf
Wext India Colonies during the continuance of the slave trade,
and at the present time. So far from amy appearance of
greater efficiency of the gangs during the slave trade, it ap-
pears, on the contrary, thar, from 1791 to 1795, the produce of
the West India Colonies was only 41 cwt. per slave, whilst
ut the present {under all the disadvantages of which they
complain) the produce is nearly 6 cwl. per slave, proving
this allegation to he very strikingly contrary to the fuct, and
setting that point coropletely at rest. It will probably be said,
that since the first period we have added our most fertile
colonies, Demerara, Berbice, and I'rinidad. This is very true,
but these colonies ¢ontain only about ome sixth-part of the
slave population, and the old tolonies are become more ex-
hausted by the long cultivation of the tans. Buat of this more
hereafier; it is enough to show, that in that regpect the present
period has no advantage over 1791 to 1793.%

The cost of producing sugar in the British Colonies is
stated to be 152 10d. per cwt.; the expense of bringing it 1o
market 8s. 6d., lately aifording only 6d. per ewt. for interest
of capital, &c., but now a loss of 6d. per cwtd Where iz the
proof that the Broziliune do actuslly raise sugar clienper?
1. B. Boothby states, Nu. 2105, that two, estates, managed
under trust, on which he is 3 creditor, have given nothing for
the last two years beyond the expense of cultivetion, though
they are very fine estates.i G, T. Sealy says thut the present

d of the Sl o the Woat Inita_ Coluntes mrdel 10 b propind Sk
Judy, 1807,} in [791 to 1795 average 2,021,325 The slave popu of the

i ing to Brinn Edwarda:

Eritizh Colonies in 1701, waid, acoordin
Jummica... . 250,

Rarbadoes.
Grenada, .
&, Vincent
Inbed -y
mkiug the produce of 45 dave—The average ¢
n produce of sugar, cwts. per slave. e o
the v?ﬁn 1827 1o 1831 wns 4,006,585, (the slave ion bmngl';ad ) Sed

Antl slavery Reporcer, No, 100, poge 253,) being cwt. per slave)—The
growth of Mﬁﬁ also been dunbled "‘I}l that period; but this has boen
vounterbalanced by & great weduction in the growth of cetton,

4 See A. M*Douncli’ evidence, Nos. 0 und 12,
T See Mo, 2
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prices do not remunerate the planter.* The Brazilian and
British planters are, therefore, in just the same situation,
neither of them obtaining any profit.

It has already been proved that mewly-imported Africans,

instend of being more effective, and producing more sugar per
glave, do actually produce less, .8 might naturally be ex-
pected from persoms mot inured to labour, and who are actu-
ally dying off at the tate of 6 or B or 10 per cent. per annum,{.
from the effect of that labour. It next remains to be proved
that these labourers are obtained, not at a less, but at & much
greater expense.
We will take one of the lowest eatimates of decrease in the
slave propulation of the Brazils and Cuba, say 6 per cent. per
annym, which, as compared with the increase of 2% per cent. in
the United States, makes together 8} per cent. Now, il the aver-
are produetion of our most fertile Colonies, Demerara, Trinidad,
Grenada, and St Vineeut's, is, ss stated by James M*Qucen,
112 cwt per slave; and, sccording to the Anti-slavery Raporter.
No. 100, page 263, mther more than 12 ewt, per slave, the ave-
ruge cost of a slave in the Brazils being at least £50;¢ 8} per
tent. on that sum is 85s., or 7o 1d. per cwi. on 12 ewt, of sugar:
or, if compared with the British system, in which there is a loss
of life of nearly 1 per cent,§ there would be a difference in its
favour of 5 per cent, which on £50 i 30s,, or 4s. 2d. per cwt.
on 12 cwt. of sugar. i

Hence it appears, that not only are the mewly-imported
slaves less effective than Creoles, but this system of impor-
tation is dearer by ¥s 1d. per ewt than the American, and
45, 2d, per cwt. than that of the British Colonies. This, of
iaelf, might be a full anewer to the ridicnlous statement of
the cost of raising children ;|| but it is deserving of attention
a8 showing the miserable delusions (o which men are liable,
when they will mot open their eyes to obvious traths; when

¢ Seas Mo, 2542,
, * Bee A. M'Donnell's evideace, No. 1202, and Evanson Alchome’s
estimate, page 273,
1 Bee ). B. Boothby, evidegse 3163, 23567 A, M‘Donnell, 183 ; Joseph
Marryat, 1206; G. T. Sealy, 3667 to 23603 Evauson Alchome, page 28 |
§ SeeT. F. Buxton's statament, Anti-slavery Reaporfer, No. 97,

See Joho lnnis's evidynce, 7t and TI, where the cost of raisinga
rhllerm fourteen yeass is said to hm L4s. 10d, c s



they are not willing to see that slavery is the caunse of all
their distresses, and that immediate extinction is the only
remedy. In this etatement it is assumed that o mother’s
labour, whilst oceupied in the care of her child, is worth £25
per sanom, though her employment at other times is that
of predacing sugar, which sell for a loss of 6d. perewt. if a
elear profit of 40s. per ewt., instead of 6d. loss, were made
upon sugar, her labour might be worth £25 per annnm. Pro-
vistons, clothing, and medical attendance, are chorged in the
second year at the rats of sbout £7 each ;* clothing and her-
rings cost 324, each per annam on the average, and could not
be more than 16s. per annum For children ; now if, besides
berringa and eclothing, ene half doy per week is sofficient to
provide food for a slave and his family, and if we take the
food according to this estimale to be worth £6 for a child, it
must surely be worth £12 for a grown man, making £I8 per
annum, if he had no other than himself and one child to
provide for; the valae of his labour, for one twelfth part of
his time, would he worth £18, or the whole £218 per annum,
and yet the slaves who could moke such an enormons spm by
reiging provisions, are stupidly kept to the eultivation of
augar, by which nothing is mede. Labour in the West
Indies iz of ma little value as it can be any where; if the
planters, therefore, know no cheaper mode of raising children
to the age of fourteen, than at the cost of £226 14 10d.
each, James M‘Queen could enlighten them on the subject.
From him we learn thet the poor weavers in Bcotland only
get 3. 6d. to s per week, and, at this rate, the whole
wages of & grown man for fourteem years will be only
£182. What could snch a man afford to spend on each
of his children? Poor as their wages are, they maintain
themselves at eight years of age, and will nearly have reim-
bursed their parents at fourteen.t The children in the Colo-

* Suppliss o au estate of 345 slaves—~See Anti-slavery No, o7
mle,pggli!)& Clothing and medicines cost in wmbemly
food pupplied was harrings, which cost £314, making together 83a. each.

+ Insome of the hand-loom weaving distriets in Lancushire parish reliel
{5 not wllowed where the earaings of the family ave Tn, to In, 6d, sach.

The father earns touuares & 6 per week,

A child nt eight to ten........ 1 &
Ditto, tem to twelve .....0.. 210
* Ditto, twelve to fourteen ... 310,



