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** There has heen 4 time in the history of every nation when the vnly supple-
ment to the organa of the body fur the uses of Man were the stones in the field and
the sticks of the forest. To use these natural, abundant, and portable objects, was
&n obvious rescurce with eurly tribes. If mind dawned in the past at all, it is with
such objects that we should expect its first associations, and as a matter of fact it
seema everywhere to have been so.  Ralica of a Btick Age would of conrse be oblit-
erated by time, but traces of a Htone Age have been found, not in connection with
the first baginnings (sic), of & fow tribes only, but with the firet beginnings—from
the poiot that any representation in poesiblo—of probably every ustion in the
world. The wide geographical use of etone implements i one of the most striking
facts in Authropolgy. Instead of being confined to s fow peoples, and to votlying
districts, as is sounetimes assertod, their distribution is universal. They are found
throughout the length and breadth of Europe, and on all its islands ; they occor
everywhere in Weatern Asis, and north of the Himalayas. In the Malay Ponin-
muls they strew the ground in endless numbers; and again, in Australia, New
Zenland, New Caledonia, the New Hebrides snd the Coral lulands of the Pacifie.
Known in Chins, they are ucattered broadoast throughout Jepan, snd the same is
true of Amories. . . . If & child playing with & toy spude is s proof that it is s
child, a nation working with stone axee is proved to be a child-nation. Erronsous
conclusions may easily bo drawn, and indeod have been, from the fact of 3 nation
using stome, but the gencral lnw stands.  Partly, pechaps, by mutual intercourse,
this use of stune becomen universal, but it arose more likely, from the similarity in
primitive needs, and the available meana of gratifying them. Living under widely
different conditions, and in every variety of climate, all early peoples shared tha
inatinets of humanity which firat called in the use of tools and weapons. Al felt
the same hunger ; all had the instinot of self-preservation ; and the universality of
thess instinets and the commonness of stone led the proping mind to fasten upon it,
and make it vne of the fivst stops to the Arte. A Stone Age, thus, was the natural
begioning.  In the nature of things there coald have boen no earlier. 1f Mind
really grew by infinitely gradonl aseants, the exact situstion the theory requires is
here provided in sotonl fret, "

Henry Drummond, LL.D., F.R.8.E., F.G.8, (author of * NMutural Lo in the
Bpiritunl World ™) in The Ascent of Man, pp. 130.140,
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