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appreciate. Nor, certainly, can he for a moment
forget the responsibilities which the office involves.

Before I pass to the Lecture itself there is a
circumstance to which, Mr. President, I think you
would wish me to allude.

On December 9, 1852, just fiffy years ago
yesterday, a cerfain candidate passed his examina-
tion and became a Fellow of the College. He
hailed from Essex, and his name was Joseph
Lister.

What that name has since become, not only
in the annals of English surgery, but among the
greatest benefactors of the human race, we all
remember with admiration and gratitude. The
poet alludes in trenchant phrase to those who
ghut the gates of mercy on mankind, Lord
Lister has done more than any living man to
throw them open. No matter in what century the
roll of fame is called, the name of Lister can never
henceforth be omitted from it.

Lord Lister was never the man fo seek for
recognition or reward, but honours have flowed
in upon him from every direction; and surely his
cup became full when, a few months ago, he saw
his principles turned to account in one of the
most dramatic incidents of history, and when, by
appealing to them, Sir Frederick Treves, with con-
spicuous skill and conspicuous fortitude, averted
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other allied conditions, the joints are liable to
become infected. I have chosen it because recent
advances in bacteriology and exact clinical obser-
vation have made it clear that joint-affections
of this origin are much more frequent than was
formerly supposed. Thus, while no doubt much
will still be added to our knowledge, the time, I
think, has come when it may be useful briefly to
review what has thus far been done.

In general pathology one of the main advances
recently made has consisted in the discovery of the
large part which infection by various micro-organ-
isms plays in the production of disease, Thus,
for example, peritonitis only a few years ago was
supposed to arise as an independent form of inflam-
mation—to be, as the phrase was, idiopathic. It
is now well established that no such form is
ever met with, but that inflammation is, in a very
large proportion of cases, infective and due to
micro-organisms of which several forms have been
recognised. And as it is with the peritoneum, so
it is with the joints. When inflammation occurs
in a joint, while it is never idiopathic, it is often
infective, and is produced, moreover, by agencies
which, when they were first discovered, were sup-
posed to be limited in their action to other strue-
tures. Indeed, there exists a close parallel between
the peritoneum and the joints in regard to infec-






