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INTRODUCTION

To the Gentle Reader

GHEAR SIR OR MADAM,—This little
book was first written several years
ago, at the suggestion of Mr. Green-
wood, then editor of the S5 Jomer's
Gaeettr,  The idea was Mr. Greenwond's; the
author confesses that it did not exactly smile on
him, bot a jonrnalist must * do his darg,” and any
“darg " of a literarysort is pleasanter than another
to & bookworm. The publie it is well known,
scldom regards a man's performances with the eye
of the writer kimeell. For some reason the kind-
ness of readers has favored 2 volume which is not
the authot's favorite ; he has his own uply duck-
lings that are much more dear to him than * Letiers

to Dead Authors.” Perbaps we all natorally pre-

fer the work which has given ns most trouble,
perhaps that which comes most easily is naturally
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the least inndequate, Certainly letler-writing to
the illnstrions dead comes easily encugh; though
the tagk never satisfies tny sensé¢ of reverence.
To this edition, *by special request™ of the
American poblishers, four new letters have been
added —letters to John Knox, Incresse Mather,
Homer, and Mr, Samuel Pepys. To be printed
in a pretty form tempts industry; yet more is it
stimulated by the thought of producing a sister
volame toMr, Stevenson's “Virginibus Paersgue. "
Only in formal, paper, type, binding, is there eny
sisterhood or similarity. All the Muoses came to
Mr. Stevenson’s cradle, and gave him the gift of
story-telling, the enchantments of style: charm
and gemins. There is no thought of rivalry in
this little book, which is content to admire and
delight im great writers dead and gone, to smile
sympathetically at Chapelain and Increase Ma-
ther, men not 20 great, bot very homan.,  If any
who read thiz ook abont books are moved o
read the books themselves, it will not have been
writien guile in vain. Bol we are apt, in these
matters, to remain conlent at two removes from
reality.
ANDREW LaNa.
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