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RAJKUMAR COLLEGE,

RAIPUR,
CENTRAL PROVINCES.

A sketch of the history of the Rajkumar College at Raipur
would not be complete without some acoount of the old
institution which existed for some twelve years at Jubbul-
pore, and which was known as the Rajkumar School.

This institulion was a mere appanage of the Govern-
ment bigh school, and it was practieally nothing more
than & hostel or a boarding-house. Kven as it was its
buildings could not be described as altogether suitable for
the use they were put to, nor was their closa proximity to
the city an advantage. The Government high schuol,
moreover, being &t the extrema limit of the city, necessi-
tated the popils of the institution passing right through
the city to get to their school,

The maximum nmmber of pupils on the rolls at one
time was twenty-two, but this number had dwindled down
to five during the last year of its eristence at Jubbulpore.
A variety of reasons were in operation demanding its re-
moval from Jubbulpore 4o & more suitable locality : the most
important of these were ite failure to curry out the objects of
ite foonders and its distance from the feudatory Btates of
Chhnttisgarh, from which the bulk of its pupils were drawn.
Iu the strictures passed on the institution in its later years
by Sir A, P. MacDonpell and in the remarks made by Mr.
Fraser may be found some of the reasons which were assign-
ed for ite failure. Writing of the institution as far back as
1892, Mr. MecDonuell, as ha then was, says: “ The teaching
is poor, the discipline bad, and the tone of the place below
par: " and he added : ¥ We do not want our young chiefs and
zamindars to be educated out of pative ways into a poar
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copy of second or third-rate English ways.” Mr. Fraser, in
writing to the then Chief Cominissioner at the close of
the year 1891, laid special stress on the importance of an
improvement in mental training, moral training, snd drese:
and he attributed the failure of the institation in Jubbulpore
to the following, amongst other, causes : to the pupils having
their meals in their own # te rooms with no one near
them exeept servants : to their spending their holidays, and
Bundays in loafing about aimlessly or sleeping in their own
rooms : and to their sleeping in separate roome in the com-
paoy of servanta.

The only slternative that seemed to prerent itself to
the anthorities of that time was to abolish the institution
altogether, and to send the young chiefs to Ajmere, to
the Mayo College there. However, other connsels prevailed,
snd negotiations were commenced for its removal to another
[::I];In-::a;Ii more central and therefore more coovenient for the
chiefs.

Before coming to this, however, [ have a few remarks o
make on what I consider tobave been the principal defeck
of the old institution apart from those already given : 1 have
had an opportunity of meeting from time to time seversl
of the alumni of the old iostitution after its removal ; five of
them, indeed, became my own pupils in the new institution,
one I travelled with for some weeks a# his guardian, and
another used to pay me occasional visits : of one and all of
these [ have a very pleasiog recollection : they were to all
oubtward appesrance gentlemen, and the majority of them
maunly withal, bat there I must say their good points ended :
what they were lacking in wae merale, and oo looking back
I am bound to come to the conclosicn that one if pot the
chief and only cause of this was their association with boys
of a lower social order at the Government high school.
It has been my experience gained in three Provinces thak
the morale of the average Government high school has not
hitherto bean of a hi hmdnrd. And, parenthetically, [ may
here remark, tbal I bave nothing but ge for the new
regulations now being introduced by the Director of Publie
Instruction of these provinces, with the view of impruving
that morale. To return: it was anrlji' in 1892 that the
devision was come to to remove the old institution to a more
central position, and Raipur was decided on as the most
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central and the most sritable in many ways, more eapeuia]lj
in its proximity to the feudatory States of Chhattisgarh and
to the more important zamindaria of that division.

Certain preliminary dificulties had to be overcome, the
most important of all being that ever-present one of the
provision of the necessary funds, and another, almost of
equal importance, the selection of & suitable head. . It was
at first estimated that 14 lakhs would be required, of which
Ra.75,000 would be required for the neceseary buildinges, and
Rs.75,000 for an endowment, The mouthly upkeepof the
institution was estimated at Rs, 13,000, the calculation being
based upon the supposition that the numbers would not
exceed 12 at any rate st first : the fear being expressed at the
time that to enlarge the numbers to even 30 wonld necessitate
going to a low stratum of malguzars, whereby the tone of the
new institution would be endangered, as the school would
take its tone from the majority of its inmates.

The new scheme having heen fioally decided on, Mr.
Fraser was entrusted with t-EH task of finding the funds
and Iaeal:iu%:jsibe. An excellent slte was secured at the
west end at Raipur: no better choice could have been made,
and the experience of some years has fully justified the
wisdom displayed in its selection. There were u]reﬂdg existing
on the site excellent buildings, which o¢nly required certain
alterastions and additions to adapt them for the purpose they
were required for.

The provision of the necessary funds presented graver
difficulties. Mr. Fraser ficst propounded the view that the
Government ahould itself contribute something towards the
upkeep of the college, and that a considerable portion of
the revenues of each State shonld be put aside for the edu-
cation of the young chiefs, and he e the further sugges-
tion that the sons of wealthy npative gentlemen of position,
who might desire to briog their sons under the infleence of
@ good European teacher, might have the opportunity of
doing se by being allowed facilities to send their sons to the
college.

Before commencing hia mmsmign for the cellection of
funds, Mr. Fraser wrote an follows to the Chief Commis-
wvioner : * I have persovally seen and talied to a large number
of such of the owners of contributing States or zamindaris as
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have come to years of discretion : they thoroughly approve of
the contributions proposed in their cases, The feeling is
strong in this division in favour of having the college at
Raipur.”

The principle was thus accepted that the funds were to
bhe provided by contributions from the Chhattisgarh feudatory
States and the zamindaris,

The status of the new institution had then to be decided
on, and it was practically resolved that its statos should be
that of & high sehool nnd that it should be affiliated to the
Allahabad I?niveraity: the staff to be competent to teach vp
to the Entrance examination. 'In the light of recent reforms
in the curriculum that have been proposed it is interesting
to note that the original scheme contemplated such subjects
as riding, musie, drawing, farming, land surveying, ‘and
the management of an estate being incloded in the curri-
enlum ; only it was contermplated as & part of the scheme for
finding funds towards meeting the requirements of such a
practical curriculum, that such subjects as riding, music,
and drawing should be provided for by charging extra fees,
while for the other subjects all surplue fees were to be
utilised in providing the instruction required.

The liberal scale, moreover, on which the original scheme
was devised may be gauged from the fact that it contemplat-
ed a billiard-room, & swimming bath, and & racquet court,
and I may add what I have ngeu considered a desideratum,
a guest-house for the reception of relatives and friends of
the boys on oceasional visits. The religious requirements of
the wards were not forgotten; full scope was to be given to
what the warda conscientiously believed to be the require-
ments of their religion. Buch tben was the scheme in
embryo. Inow come toite actual imauguration, with the
necessary limitations involved by paucity of funds preventing
the scheme being carried out iv its entirety, as originally so
liberally and so practically devised :—

1 have already mentioned how Mr. Fraser undertook to
collect the funds. As the result of his vigorous prosecution of
this welf-imposed duty, nearly two lakhs of rupees wereac-
tually collected. A list is here given of the principal contri-
butions. : :
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To take the faudatory States first 1 —

Ha-
Ehairagarh i i as 30,000
Baatar i i oe 25,000
Ealabandi . i s oo 15,000
Fatna = i3 ws 12,600
Kawardha i “i oo BO00
Nandgaon i 2 we 10LO0D
Raigarh F] i oo 10,000
Kanker ) e ve 1,000
Eonpur . " oo S000
Surangarh i . ve 5,000
Bakti v v oo 5,000
Bamra - - oo 1,000
Chhuikhadan g 3k v 1,000
Rairabkal . . vv  BOD
The prineipal zamindaris contributed :(—

Fandaria - i .. 25,000
Bisdra Nawagarh .. i vo 16,000
Borasamar 2 i oo 6000
Phuljhar = F oo 8000
FPendra i o .. B,000
Ehariar iy i ve LO00
Dondi-Lobars i 4 .o 1,000
Gandsi ik i ee 3000
Bahaspor-Lohars ., a .o B0
Znmindara in different Blates 7,500

It was wisely determined that at least half of this total
sum should - be invested to serve as an endowment : this
endowment now stands at Rs.1,12,200 at 54 per cent., The old
rate being 4 per cent, the rate having been reduced in
1895 led to a corresponding loss of income by the college.
The actual income now derived from this source of endow-
ment falls a little short of Ks.4,000 aonually,

Ae regarde the buildings, a residence for the prineipal
already existed in the buogalow occupied by the commis~
sioner, which was purchased from the firm of B, B, Bunsi-
lall for Ra.15,000. The uucleus of the main college buildin
already exieted in the handsome cutcherry building, whie
had at one time done duty ag the official residence of the
Resident : this was purchased for & sum of Rs25,000. A
new gtory was added to it, and various ranges of kitchens
and dining-rooms were provided at a cost of some Rs.60,000,
The later acquisition of the old circuit-house, which stoed in
front of the old cutchery, as a residence for the principal,

has ndded greatly to the efficiency of the college arrange-
ments.
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The old residence of the principal is now let as & resi-
dence for the Political Agent, and is & permanent source of
income to the college,

Arrapgements are now in progress for an alteration in
the present system of cook-rooms and dining-rooms, the
present arrangement of which bas at no times commended
itself to the priucipal, nor, I may add, to those of the chiefs
and zamindars who have inspected them. 8ince the origin-
sl buildings were secured, other blocks have from time to
time been built by certain Btates wishing to provide some-
thing better for the accommodation of their wards than that
provided by the college: these blocks are the Gangpur block,
now in the oecupation of the young chief of Udaipur, from
Chhota Nagpur, the Bhopalpatnam block, and the Bastar
block, now in the occupation of the Chhuikhadan wards,
A bungalow has also been purchased in the immediate
vicinity of the nn]lafa as & residence for the members of
the reaident staff, porter’s lodge has alec been added,
and the grouods completely fenced in, thereby also adding
very materially to the efficiency of the disciplinary arrange-
ments of the college. Not the Ieast important of the recent
additions have beenthe excellent covered-in gymnasium,
towards which the Edueation Department libemally contri-
boted Re.1,000, and the riding-scbool. There is also a
building which does duty as a cricket pavilion,

The grounds allotted to cricket, tenuis, and football
are all spacious and level : trees have been planted at
regular intervals all round them, and every effort has been
made to beautify the grounds, which are already beginning
to present a very different appearance from their former
bare aspect. Water and soil have been the great difficulties
to contend with in making a garden. Every atom of eoil
bhas to be imported from outside, and water as a rule can only
be obtained at very high rates frem the local pipe supply.
However, what could %&s done in this respect has been
doune, and more will be done as funds permit of it.

The next thing to be done, after the question of funds
and buildings had been more or lesa satisfactorily disposed
of, was to provide a constitution for the college, and to issue
a prospectus. In drawing up a constitution for the college



