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wFes, T fatre Gl»!f&hﬁag mere o say,  There & Cubt—poor, mirugpling Cuuba,

T want you to slondWy the Cubote. Cwba must be fres  Her dyranmical ey

wu be crushed.  Cube wmust wal oaly be frea, but off her sinter inlomds,  Thir He-

public ir responstBle for thal.  Tum posstng sormy, Butl you most ook after thés,. We
have beent togother : now gon mnst ook fo Ghea”

Ihing Words of GENENAL Rawrans to Seoreiory Oresstvel.

NEW YORK
1869,
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THE CUBAN QUESTION,

The United States Responsible for the Fate of Cuba.

The fate of Cuba rests with the United States. The Cubans
havwve struck the blow for freedom, and for mors than a year have
maintained a most herolc stroggle,  Without effective arms or
munitiong of war, and without organizetion, preparation, or mili-
tary trainig, they bravaly proclaimed their Yberty, risking their
lives, property, and all they hold dear for that inestimable bless.
ing. They were poaded to this step by intclerable tyranny and
grinding exactions. They had no voics in the government over
them; they were heavily tazed without their consent; they had
no control over the enormons revenus exhoted from them; they
had not only to suppert a hoat of hunpry officials in the island, whe
were sent out from Bpain, and who had no sympathy with ths
colonists or interest in the colony, but they wers compelled also
to contribuie largely to the support of their oppressors and of
that very government in Europe which donied thom even tho
shadow of politieal liberty, No people.ever had greater cause
for revolt. None ever behaved more bravely, and, considering
their want of means, the difficulties they labored under, and the
vest organized military power against them, none ever made
greater success, within se short a peried. Yet, if unaided, di-
rectly or indiroelly, by the United States, the conflict must be
long and doubtful, and would only end with the utter ruin of the
island. Hence, as wae said, the fate of Cuba rests with this
country.

The Cubans may maintain the atruggle to the bitter end, and,
no doubt, have made up their minds to do so. The die iz cast,
and it would be better to suffer deash in the effort to be free t.h;m
to be subjugated, for Spain is cruel and noforgiving. They would
have no hope in the future from the magnanimity or promises of
the Bpanish government, Their painful experience, throughout
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their whole history, of the uafulfilled promises of Spain, and the
persistent refusal of that coumtry to listen to their appeals for
some show of liberality or justice, must convince them that what-
ever government is in power at Madrid, whether morarchical or
republican, they can expect mo concessions, no change for the
better, no toleration. Doubtless, then, they will fight to the last,
and rather than submit, carry universal desolation over the country.
Their determined purpeose to do this no one can doubt, who locks
at the sufferings they now willingly endure, at the sacrifices
they make, and at the fact that they are npplying the torch to all
sugar plantations and other property which might be appropri-
ated by their enemies and used against themselves.

Nor would Bpain leave Cube without desolating it, and, as far
az human power goes, making that magnificent island worthless,
both o the Cubans themsslves and to America, unlese the United
Btates should interpose and prevent the calamity. If the Span-
iards see that Cuba can no langer be of value to them as o colony,
thay would do all in their power, probably, to make it valucless
to others.  Dispracefol as such conduct would be to any civilized
nation, and to that Bpain which was once so famous in history and
for its chivalry, there is every reason to fear the most vindictive
conrse toward Cuba.  The statesmen of B8pain—euch men as Ser-
ranc ind Dulee—might not desire i, but the Bpaniards on the
igland, and the ignorant masses of the old country, who know
nothing about Cuba, snd are systematically deceived as to the
condition of things there, would force these statesmen even to
measures they might abhor. The vindictiveness, cruelty, and as-
sumption of the Spanish volunteers in Cuba, with which the

American government and people are familiar, show what may be-

expected in the futare, A governing class or oligarchy becomes
merciless in revolutionary times, when thers ia danger of its
power and privileges being logt, and there ie no people more vin-
dictive, eruel, end reckless than the Spaniards under such cir-
cumatances,

Then, the se-called pride or hanghts va‘nit}r of the Spaniards
would blind them to reason and lead them to sxcesses even where
there might be no hope of eaving their fancied honor. Besides,
old Spain has no sympathy with American republicanism or
American progress. Notwithstanding the late revolution in
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Bpain, the overthrow of the Bourbon monarchy, and Hhe profee-
sion of liberal principles, the old European prejudices and jeal-
ousy of America are strong in the Spaniards. While they pro-
fosa admiration and friendship for the United States they are as
jealova of this covntry and as ready to throw chetacles in the
way of its progress as the ruling classes or governments of other
countries in Furope. Nothing will be left undone, therefore, to
prevent Cuban independence, the acquisition of Cuba by the Uni-
ted States, or the desolation of the island, so a8 to make it as
worthlass as poesible lo any other people than the Bpaniarda,

But the desolation of Cuba—the destruction of the pugar, to- [
bacco, and other plantations, burning of tawns and villages, and '
the roin of all the material interests and commerce of the ialand—
would not be the only evil of a prolonged and vindictive war, 1
dreadful as thia most prove. ‘Want and anarchy wonld necessarily l
follow. The paseions which revolution lets loose would find their
vent, probably, in a war of races and factions, and we might see
the horrora of Ban Domingo revived. The richest and mast pro-
ductive country in the world would be utéerly ruined and left a
prey to frightful disorder and carnage, ' The vast negro popula-
tion, amounting to over half a million of souls, or nesr forty per
cont. of the whole population of the island, are like the negroes of
the Bouthern States, docile, peaceable, and indunstrious when under
proper control ; but they are igmorant and capsble of fearful ex-
cesses, as was ssen in Ban Dominge, when arensed by suffering
or wicked leaders. Bhould the war continme long, and, conse-
quently, the people be reduced to want and anarchy, thers is reason
to.apprehend u state of things that will make the civilized world
shudder. Buch is the terrible proepect, unless the United States,
for the sake of humanity and from a principle of high public
policy, stop the war by claiming the independence or annexation of
Cuba. The revolution has assumed such proportione, and all the
circumstances connected with it ave such that either freedom or
utter ruin must be the donsequence. The American republic ¢an
only decide which shall ba the alternative, and upon it alone rests
the responsibility.



What the United States ought to Do.

Here the question arises, then, what should the United States
doin the case of Cuba ¥ The answer to this involves many con-
siderations bearing .upon internationsl obligations, the material
and politival interests of the country, the claima of humanity, the
canse of republican freedom in the world, particularly in this
hemisphors, and the progreas and future of the great American

republic. Bhould the United States (Government intarpose to

| eecure the independence of Cuba ? And if it should, on what

grounda ? O, taking a less decisive course, onght it to recognize
the Cubans as belligerents ! The last proposition of conceding
belligerant rights would earry probably the first with it, for the
American Government is aot likely 1o take any such decided ac-
tion without feeling assured that it wonld lead to the independence
of Cuba.  Nor can there be any doubt of the result should the
United 2tates recogpize the (ubans as belligeronts, That act
alone would do much o secure the independence of Caba, Though
not bound by the mere recoguition of belligerant rights Lo aid the
Cubans the Amerienn Government would h.s.rdl}l’ permit itsell to
b pluced in the humilisting position of seeing Cuba subjngated
afterwards.

Ought the Wnited 8tates to recognize the Cubans az belligerents ?
Ninc-tonthe ol Lhe American peopls, at laast, say, yes. Trobably
there are none, except a fow Spanish agents, and a few narrow
minded men who are opposed o all progress, who would say, no.
The gooeross and liberty-loving citizens of thie great republic
would proglaim st onee the independence of Cuba, and act in a
manner to sacure [t IF they would follow the noble impulacs of their
own hearts. There is ne question as to the popular sympathy and
will ou this subjecl. Itacems strawge, in fast, that the government
lins not acted in this matier more in accordance with public
sentiment, for public opinion is the basis of our republican
instifusions and lnw of cur vational existence.  DBut the executive
adwinistration iz naturally conservative, and properly so, as far
as relates o malntaining the iaws.  Sill, undar the American
1o fgev i g, Uie Gl el the pecpls slould bu uleyed on
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great queations of national policy. There is, howover, a large
degree of latitude allowed ta the ezecutive in this country on all
mattars of an internationel character, and the people are disposed
to be patient till they understand fully the motives or object
of tha government, or till their reprasentatives in Congress can
speak. With regard o recognizing the belligerent righta of the
Cubans the administration has followed up to this time ita con-
servative instinets rather than the popular will,

Is it wise to pursue that counrse any longer 7 Has not the
time arrived when the Cubans should be recognized ? Does not {
overy consideration of national policy, interest, and humanity call
for recognition ¥ Thera is no positive international law or rule of
action to govern nations as to the time or circumstances When a
people stripgling for liberty shall be recognized as belligerents. g
The only principla generally acknowladged as & guide for govern-
ments in such cases, is, that those fighting for independence munat :
have beon able to sustain m war for some time with reasomable
prospect of anceess.  But each nation or government judges for it-
self, and that generally in accordance with its own interests or
some policy it favors, Great Britain and some other European -
nations recognized the Coofederates at the commencement, or °
during the first months of tha late olvil war in the United States.
True, they did so on the plea that the magnitude of the war justi-
fiad it. But a plea is never wanted whenever state policy and the
suppoaed interests of & nation areto be promoted by such a course,
The Eurcpean governments looked with jealousy and dislavor up-
on the prowing power of this republic and the consaquent progresa
of republican ideas, and they ssized the opportunity for doing
what they could to dismember the country. This was their ,
state policy. Thin was the Btate policy of menarchical Europe.
Yot the Confederate Btater were an integral portion of a '
friendly and mighty nation, where all the people were free, prosper-
ous, and bappy, The Bouth was not a distant possession or Hepen-
dency like Cuba, or like the American colonies bafore the war of
independence. There wos no grinding oppression or military
despotism as in Cuba on which a plea of recognition or inter-
ference could be made. The action of Great Britain and other
European powers in the case of the Confaderaten waa aimply State
policy based on hostility to American institutions, jenlousy and



