THE BOOK OF ESTHER :
ITS PRACTICAL LESSONS
AND DRAMATIC SCENES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649178704

The Book of Esther: its practical lessons and dramatic scenes by Alexander Raleigh

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ALEXANDER RALEIGH

THE BOOK OF ESTHER :
ITS PRACTICAL LESSONS
AND DRAMATIC SCENES

ﬁTrieste









PREFACE.

A ——

"j”'_,HE Author of these Lectures has
'@&g‘ chanced to see of late in some
l-lsﬁ_i{" sccular prints which he respects,
a very disparaging estimate expressed of this
Book of Esther. Remembering that he had,
not long ago, spent the Sunday evenings of
more than two months, not unhappily to
himself, and, as he was assured at the time,
not without instruction and profit to |his
people, in  lecturing  through  this Book :
recollecting also that he had been asked
by not a few of them to put the Lectures
into print, partly for the sake of the interest-
ing history, and yet morc for the worth of
the lessons drawn from it—he has been
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induced {and flor other reasons as well which
need not be stated) to reconsider the case,
and to give now to the world, or rather to
that very small part of it which will concern
itself with the matter, this little volume,
which now no one is asking for, but which
the Author modestly hopes may not be un-
welcome to some who have had favour to his
writings, and possibly also to some beyvond.
The Lectures are what is called * popular "—
one hopes in no inferior sense.  Still, they
were writtr:n'tn be spoken, and not in the
writing of them intended to be read. The
style therefore is in a few places perhapsa
little affluent.  But the Author has not
applied the proning-knife, or sought to
change the style, for indeed, he means
nothing more, nor perhaps could he mean
anyvthing greater, by the publication of this
little book, than a wider preaching.
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LECTURE L
THE FEAST,

HIS Book of Esther stands in the

canon of Holy Scripture.  But it
5e is no secret that its place there
has been challenged. Even Luther “ex-
pressed a wish that the Book of Esther was
not contained in the Bible” This wish of
the great Reformer was, no doubt, grounded
on those characteristics of the book, negative
and poesitive, which give it a uniqueness not
altogether pleasant.

"Tis said, for instance, that it reads like an
Oriental story or romance. 'Tis a tale for
the traveller's tent ; or for any listening even-
ing group, and by some mistake must have
found its way into the sacred record. But
it is difficult to see any force in this objec-

tion, since this is cxactly what it professes to
5 (&
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be—a tale, an eastern tale, and full of eastern
imagery, as far at least as the facts of the
exterior history go. May not God write any
portion of human history, transpiring in any
part of the world, if He sees it needful to do
so for the instruction of mankind? The
questions of rcal importance are such as
these —How is the history written ?  What
instructions are given in it? What lessons
are intended to be drawn by the readers?
“True,” say the objectors, “but there is
no sound instruction in the book at all.  The
personages introduced are not great, are not
even good morally. The characters delineated
are all of a worldly type; or, if the rehigious
tone is found in any of them, it is unusually
low, hardly recognisable as a relizious tone at
all.  An castern despot putting out his per-
sonal will as the supreme law of a wvast
cmpire, and at times turning all his power
and wealth into means for the gratification of
sensual appetites and wicked passions! A
malignant prime minister who can plot the
destruction of a whole race who have done
no wrong, and whom he is bound to protect,
because eme of their number has refused to



