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INTRODUCTION.

Arrnoven holding an official position, the functions of
which are akin to an inquiry such as the present, the views
submitted in the fbollowing papes must be regurded as the

mdividual opimions of the writer.

The sugzestion of reducing the tax upon wine, is one
which so entirely recommends itsell' to general favour, that
the Comunittee of the Iousze of Commons, appointed in
1822 (o consider ita expediency; embarrassed between their

natural desire to facilitate the messure, and their sense of
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vi INTRODUCTION.

responsibility to protect the revenue, forbore to offer any

recommendation on the subject.

Having acted as a member of that Committee, and having
abstained from recording sny collective opimion for the
guidanece of the Loegislature, I was led to undertake an
analysis of the evidence [or my own satisfaction, and hence
the following cssay. The conclusions which it embodies
have been corroborated by information derived from
sources uninvestigated by them: and by facts sinee ecol-
leeted, the details of which are bronght down to the close
of last year.

As mo one can be pupposed to enter on such an en-
quiry, otherwise than favourably impressed as regpards a
project, the aim of which is to render one of the luxuries
of life at onee cheap and sbundant; I may, st least, hope
to be regarded as a disinterested umpire; when, convineed
against my will, I am forced to come to the conclusion,
that the difficulties in the way of such » measure appear to

me to surmount the hope of its early achicvement.

I have endeavoured to reach the truth—and whatever

technical errors the initiated may detect in the following
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pages, will be charitably ascribed to my want of familiarity
with the usages of the wine-trade, & craft which in some of

the branches seem to justify the ancient title of a ** mys-

1w

tery.

Asa frequent reference is required to the return of the
congumption and revenue derived from wines, a Table 1a
here inserted from the Returns laid before the Wine Duties
Committee of 1852, with the details continued to the pre-

sent time.



A TABLE

SHOWING THE QUANTITIES OF EACH KIND OF WINE EETAIKED FOR 1OME
CONSIDPTION, AXD THE REVENUE NECEIVED IX EACH YEAR FEUM
1786 o 1813,

YEﬂ.r.S.! French, Other Sorta, All Sorts, Revenme,

1

i =

| Imperia! (felbma. | Imperial Gallons, Imperial Galluns, £
1786 | Hecorls destroyed, — | — 614,247
1787 T32.042 8,799,253 4,521,941 A48 ,900
1788 | 933,172 B,7IT 472 G, 650,644 B94 373
1789 007,924 5,361,174 5,950,008 856,223
178 G18.640 5,982 008 6,601,038 959,565

1781 GOT.5%3

6,966,205 7.573. 700 1,064,779
1792 622 4494

7,299,213 | 7.850,707 1,148,755
1794 376,008 f.254. 698 &, 610,701 755,193
1794 | 204,097 6,607,227 6,811,574 012,863
1745 537,035 7,681,858 #2058 448 16U, 888
1796 96,407 5,670,852 5776260 1,248,252
1707 6,426 8,062,835 3,560,261 1,424,972
1753 50,414 5,006,354 5,265,768 1,537.151
17949 208,532 | 5,929,682 6,188,164 2,086,021
1R0H} 80,244 7.214,504 7.294,752 @.124,805
1531 178,360 6,605,341 6,276,510 2,185,661
1502 239,277 6,861,130 7.118,416 2,980,072
1803 |, 268,854 7,057,630 §,2206,404 8 425 999
1804 120,998 | 5,336,695 5,457,691 2,141,456
18005 E Lovg, 743 4,517,978 4,622,701 2,955,704
1806 177,127 0,645,051 5,825,178 2,574,531
1807 | 200,203 6,071,148 6,271,546 2 729 887
1808 | 192,642 6,139,233 6,931,875 9,048,474
1809 | 178,029 5,716,148 5,804,177 2 AE6,008
1810 | 212,520 6,508,773 6,521,208 2,786,587
1811 | 55,215 5,470,500 5,620,723 2 443,007
1812 148,478 4,876,052 5024 530 2,184,418
1514 198,201 4,869,276 4,565,477 | Rocords destroyed,
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CONTINUATION OF TABLE
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