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PREFACE.

WHEN first I occupied myself in mechanical
manipulations and lathe-work engrossed my
attention, the want of a handy guide-book, treat-
ing the subject in a practical manner, was greatly
felt. Though much has been done since then
towards placing technical education within the
reach of all, yet I recently found, in my official
capacity as editor of a journal largely devoted to
mechanics, that beginners at the lathe still con-
tinue to seek such a book, and I have therefore
prepared the following pages.

In the form of desultory articles, written by me,
much of the information has already appeared in
various technical papers. The whole has been
re-written for publication in book form, and it has
been my endeavour to bring within the available
space the information most useful to the beginner
at lathe-work.

Though I make no claim to special literary
merit, yet I believe that the instructions are made
clear without verbiage; and as I write from per-
sonal experience, the book may be accepted as
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trustworthy and practical by those who study its
contents.

The illustrations have been engraved from my
own drawings, and show, at a glance, construc-
tive details that could not be explained in letter-
press. The drawings are from the objects they
represent, and will convey much useful informa-
tion, and working drawings of the full size can be
made from the woodcuts; the measurements can
be filled in from the text.

P. N. HASLUCK.

Lonoow, February, 1881,
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