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PREFACE.

Muor injury has been done both to Education and Re-
ligion by the stlempis that have been made, more particu-
larly of late, to set the one mgainst the other; as if the
interesta of the two were diverge, in place of being identi-
cal; ns if they were opposing and hostile, instead of allied
and friendly powers.' Thus, there are many who seek to
disparage or slight eduocstion, with the view thereby of
exalting religion; and there are not a few who seem to
regard eduestion as the one thing needful for the perfection
of ]:;(nn.nity, and so deny to religion its proper place and
worl,

Theee mistalon idess can only be owing to the want of
& clear understanding of the true natnre and office of the
one or of the other. Did the Christian see in education
one of tha chief meana for the improvement of the race,
and for building it up in the faith, he would be slow to
deny anything that can be said in ita favour, or to oppose
sny step that may be taken for its advancement; and,
on the other hand, did the most sanguine friends of educa-
tion recognize in religion the highest and most effectnal
means for the perfecting of humanity, they would dombtless
be willing to concede to it a chief placs in their schemes.

3 #The two great forces of the world—religion and education—are
arrayed t each other, instead of working in nnison, to the mutoal
injury of , ind to the retarding of the ion of hamanity."—
(& & Lanarous: Beligion o Fdsation.)

< Culture, with its‘eye fired on mun's perfection, hea been buey with
the means that tend towards thin,—that i, uppmpriaﬁn%fhe large reanits
which human effort, ﬂmag-ht, and ¢xperignce havs gathered from past
centaries. Religion, on the other haud, starting not from the view of
mean’s perfection, but of God's existence . . . . haa been entirely shsotbed
in the zesnlta thet flow out of this relation. . . . And thus each, self-
enwrapt, has taken little acconnt of its nsighbour.”—(Prof, Smarnr: Be-
Ligion and Culturs }
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Man iz & religious as well as a moral and intellectual
being. Alike in his savage ae in hig civilized siate, the
heart of man naturally eraves for some objest of worship
—some being or beings te whom he may pay divine
honours, snd who may be invested with the highest
attributes for his admirstion and imitation, This part
of his nature, like every other, requires to be educated,
in order that he may worship aright, admire and imitate
that Being in whom all perfection dwells, Further, this
religions part of man's nature ie the highest of all its
parts, and serves to sustain mnd direct the others; and
henes, when this is neglected all the others are deprived of
their chief support, and of tkeir only sure guide. On the
other hand, religion is not 8 mere doctrine oz s belief; it is
a life and 8 eonduet for which an edueation is neeessary.
The holiness of life which Seripture enjeine, and in which
religion properly consists, can only be fully attained through
education and prastice, for it is by the practice of virtue
that men are made virtuous.! Besides this, religion is neoes-
sarily connected with all that tends to ameliorate, improve,
and elevate humanity, with all that adds to the happiness
or incresses the comforts of the race. True happiness and
true religion are nof distinet, but one and the same. Man's
-true happiness is centred in the perfection of his being, and
this i the great chject both of religion and education.

Religion and education are thus not distinet and separate,
but are infimately connected the one with the other. Each
is neeessary fo the fnlness and sompleteness of the other—
religion as a branch of cducation; education ae a part of
religion. Whatever impedes or retards the progress of the
one, is defrimental to the interesta of the other; and, on the
other hand, whatever furthers the canse of the one is for
the advantage of the other.

But while thus maintaining the closeat and most inti-
mate conngetion to mubsist between religion and edueation,
wa are of the opinion of those who believe that religious

14%We are made virtnpas, not by the possesmion of the fasulty which
judges of virtuoua action, or of the emetions which echo its depisions, but
¥ the posseasion of the virtmons actions themselvea.”—(Dr. M*'Coss.)
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instraction should form no part of the business of the ordi-
nary day-school. We regard parents as those on whom,
primarily and properly, devolves the dwty of imparting reki-
gious instruction and training to their children. While
they may, and indeed, in gemeral, must and ought to dele-
gate the secular education of their children to others, it
may well be quostioned how far they are at Liberty to do so
with their religions {minfng. The family relatienship is
the most important that can exist, and is divinely instituted
for the highest of all ends—the rearing of children. In
order to do this, parents and children are anited together
by the strongest of all ties, not generally, bul individually ;
individual parents to individual children, and individual
children to individual parents, The parent has been said
to be the God of the child, for it is towarde him that
those feelings and affections are first ealled ont which after-
wards find their proper sphere in the worship of God. Love
to parents is the stem on which is engrafted love to God,
and God himself can agsume no deaver or clossr relationship
te His people than that of Father. He who has bestowed
nothing in vain, or for no purpose, conld only have intended
thereby that parents should be the prineipal religious in-
structors of their- children; and every possible means
should be used of impressing the necessity and importance
of this duty upon them,

Failing the parents, and sapplemental o them, the duty
of tho religions education of the young elearly devolves
+ upon the different religious bodisa in the country. These are
established for the religious instruetion and edification of
the peopls, of whom the young form a very important part.
Were our Churches and congregations to make it more
directly a part of their duty to instruct and edueate the
young in what perains $o religion, we believe that they
would soon have lesa reason then ab presemt to cry out
against the gemeral mpathy that prevails on the subject;
and that were their people trained as well as tanght to he
religious, there would be found among them brighter ex-
amples of Chrietian piety, and fower of those whose conduct
bat too frequently $ends to bring religion into disrepute.
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. It is one great objection to the present state of things,
that it fosters the belief that those with whom the duty of
the religious education of the young naturally and properly
rosts acquit themselves of their responaibility by devolving
it upon others. In thin way parents are led to believe
that they have only to see that their children are at a school
where religious instruction is professed to be given; while
our Churches and clergy are in too many cases satinfied if
the teacher is only of their own paerticular belief. Can it be
otherwise than that both religions and secular educstion
guffer in such ciroumstances? and would not their separation
be of the greatest advantage to both?
But, while wa have thus at some length treated of the
“ Religious diffienity,” this is by no meane the main or
principal object of our book. The religionas difficulty may
speedily be settled, but the much wider and more important
question of the eonneetion between religion and education
maust continue to eall for the attention of mankind for a long
time'to come. The bearings of edunestion upon religion,
the necessity of training and cullure in order fo the building
up of the Christian character, as well as the necessity of
religion to all true cnlture and social progress, must engage
the attention of men as long ms culiture and progress are
demands of our nature. With this view we have em-
deavoured to show the closs snd mtimate conneetion that
ought to subsist between religion and education, and the
neecensity of the one in order to the fulness and completeness
of the other. Part of our object has, therefore, been to
remove mistaken ideas, on the one side or the other, that, in
our view, interfore with their complete union, as well as to
bring out others that tend to their closer plliance. In parii-
enlar, wa have endeavoured to show the erroncousness of any
notions with regard to religion that would tend to its being
considered ae in any way distinet or apart from ordinary
life, or to there being anything in it ealenlated to supersede
human exertion or to interfere with the fullest and freest
exercise of our powers and faculties, We believe that it is
the man who strives moat earnestly and exerts himself most
manfully in the eause of his own improvement that comes
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to be most conscious of his need of Divine nid. Having
exertod his strength, he knows exactly its limits, and he foels
how hopeless all his efforts are beyond a certain point, out-
gide of which, if true to himuelf, he can scarcely fuil to feel
and {o recognize the presence of a power different from and
higher than his own. Thus it is that almoat all great men
have been fatalists. Those who have effected most in the
world, who have carried the bounds of homan knowledge
farthest, have had the clearest convietion of s myeterious
power, apart from and bayond themselves, that was working
in them and through them, and without which they could not
have done what they had done. It is nol the man who does
least, but he that does most, that menifests the greatest
faith : it is the man that most earnestly strives to work out
his own salvation that is most conscions of his need of a
Bavionr, Thus we learn by reason what the Scriptures
plainly teach—-that God's benefits are conferred ns the reward
of human exertion.

Our thoughts snd feelings, unless they are put forth into
activities, are worse than useless, becanse, like noxious weeds,
they abetract nourishment from other parts of the system;
and the man who frequently indulges in day-dreams of &
fatare life soon becomes unfitted for his proper place in this.
Our thoughts, in order to be of value to ourselves or others,
must put themselven into setion. Thue, we are able to test
tkem @0 as to bring out their true nature; and from being
dreamy, misty, and indefinite, they become clear, distinet, and
well defined. Much of the sin and evil and error iz the
world may be traced to a want of harmony between our
thoughts or our intentione and our actions. Men think and
purpose and intend much that is good and right, but they fail
in the power to earry it out into aetion. They resolve and
re-regolve, and yet their condunct remaine the same. The
great business of education is to mould and fashion our
eonduct, and to bring our actions intu exact aceordance with
our wills, so that the body may, in all respects, be a rea.dy,
willing, and effcient servant of the mind.

In consequence of the very limited nature of his faeulties,
man can only take & narrow and one-sided view of thinga.



