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TO
LORD RIBBLESDALE

This litfle book, fomg the suljesl of wmy
medilation, suddenly began lo fake shape one
Sunday morning when T was your guesl al
Gishurne.  Wo were actually staviing for chuvch,
and the car was af the dopy, mhen [ anrouneed Lo
you. that the sfivit moved me fo slay behing.
" Very well, thew "™ vor said, wilth your habitwal
good-natave, " we leqre you B vouwr folips
My * fofios ™ mere the three volumes of one of
the smallest of boofks, the 18mo edition of Vew-
venargues published by Flom jn 1874, In fhe
midst of & violent thuwderstorms, which was
Iike m declarelion of war wpon your polden
Yorkshiva sumemer, I wrofe mv first papes,
and yow mere so0 scapfical, when YOTL camma
back, as to my having done anything bul waich
the lighining, that T lold yow youw wouwld have
to endure the rasponsibility of being shonsor lo a
work thus suddeniy begun in all fhe agitalion
of the elements. So, such as fme Ras proved
i, here il i,
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