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ool MORE WONDERS

OF THE

INVISIBLE WORLD.

PART V.,

An Impartial Account of the maoft Memo-
rable Matters of Fall, touching the fup-
pofed Witcheraft in New-England.

R. PARRIS® had been fome years a Min-
ifter in Salem-Village, when this fad Ca-
lamity (as a deluge) overflowed them, fpreading

! The following Eantry is in the
Hand-writing of Mr. Parvis on his
el Recorde: * Tt is well known
that when thefe Calamities firft be-
gan, which was in my own Family,
the AMiftion was feveral Weeks
before fuch hellifh Operations as
Witcheraft was fufpedted; Nay, it
mever broke forth to any confidera-
ble Laght, until diabolical Means was
ufed, %‘)}' the making of a Cake by
my Indian Man [John], who had

his Diredtions from this our Sifter
Mary Sibly. Since which Appa-
ritions have been plenty, and ex-
ceeding much Miiglu hath fol-
lowed.” But by this Means (it
feems) the Devil hath been raifed
amonglt ws, and his Rage is vehe-
ment and terrible; and when he
fhall be filenced, the Lord only
knows,"—Hawjor’s Hif. Danvers,
289, As will be fzen, Mr. Parris
was made Scribe at the Examination,



4 Matters of Faét. [o1]

itfelf far and near » He was a Gentleman of Liberal
Education, and not meeting with any great En-
couragement, or Advantage in Merchandizing, to
which for fome time he apply’d himfelf, betook
himfelf to the work of the Miniftry; this Vil-
lage being then vacant, he met with fo much
Encouragement, as to fettle in that Capacity
among them.

After he had been there about two years, he
obtained a Grant from a part of the Town, that
the Houfe and Land he Oeccupied, and which
had been Alotted by the whole People to the
Miniftry, thould be and remain to him, &, as
his own Eftate in Fee Simple. This occafioned
great Divifons both between the Inhabitants
themfelves, and between a confiderable part of
them and their faid Minifter, which Divifions
were but as a beginning or Preludium to what
immediately followed.

It was the latter end of ‘February 1691, when
divers young Perfons belonging to Mr. Parriv's
Family, and one or more of the Neighbourhood,
began to [g1] A&, after a ftrange & unufual
manner, viz, as by getting into Holes, and creep-
ing under Chairs and Stools, and to ufe fundry
odd Poftures and Antick Geftures, uttering fool-
ifh, ridiculous Speeches, which neither they

2Itis remarkable that this Cafe 3. See allo Rewwrds of Salem
fhould not be noticed in the Wan-  Witcheraf?, 49, where by Parriss
ders of the Invifible World, It is Depolition, his i ftated at
told in Lawon's Narratie, Page “ Thirty and nine.



[91] Matters of Faét. 5

themfelves nor any others could make fenfe of;
the Phyficianss that were called could aflign no
reafon for this; but it feems one of them, hav-
ing recourfe to the old fhift, told them he was
afraid they were Bewitched; upon fuch fuggef-
tions, they that were concerned, applied them-
felves to Fafting and Prayer, which was attended
not only in their own private Families, but with
calling in the help of others.

March the 112h.  Mr. Parris invited feveral
Neighbouring Minifters to join with him in
keeping a Solemn day of Prayer at his own
Houfe; the time of the exercife thofe Perfons
were for the moft part filent, but after any one
Prayer was ended, they would A and Speak
ftrangely and Ridiculoufly, yet were fich as had
been well Educated and of good Behaviour, the
one a Girl of 11 or 12 years old, would fome-
times feem to be in a Convuifion Fit, her Limbs
being twifted feveral ways, and very ftiff, but
prefently her Fit would be over.

A few days before this Solemn day of Prayer,
Mr. Parris's Indian Man and Woman made a
Cake of Rye Meal, with the Childrens Water,
and Baked it in the Afhes, and as is faid, gave it
to the Dog; this was done as a means to Dil-
cover Witcheraft; foon after which thofe ill

3 None of the Accounts give the  nefi their Relations ufed Phyfic for
Names of the *“Phyficians.”” *One  their Cure, but it was alogether
or two of the Firlt that were Al in vain—Lawfin, Second Edition,
Ficted, Complaining of unufosl I~ g7-8.



