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TaEsE Essays are reprinted by the kind
permission of the publishers of the Cenfury
Magazins, the American Architert and
Building News, and the dmerican Art Ke-
view. One of them has been entirely re-
written from a different point of view, two
have been considerably enlarged, and all
have been carefully corrected.
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/] BIX PORTBAITS.

merely as the inventor of & novel, striking,
and atiractive techwicsl précess. Not the
intringic character of hie work, but the fact
that moat of it was executed in enamelled
colored terra-cotts — this is what the world
at large remembers.
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I do not know whether to call Luca for-
tunate or unfortunate in the invention of
the process which he ade o famous. Its
results have n pecoliar charm and a marked
utility of their own. Their durability fitted
them well for exterior architectural decora-
tion, and into this they brought a note of
clear purs color nob otherwise to be ob-
tained in eombination with admirable form
and the relief that gives admirable light
and shado; and they were just as well
adapted to an almost pietorial use inside
the palace or the church., If we consider
the legacy of the Della Robbia family as
& whole, and remember what a unique yet
lavish and varied gift it is, we cannot re-
gret that Luca left bronze and marble and
tarned to clay instead. But his own art
suffered by the exchange. In any state
clay is a less delightful material than bronze




