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THIS BOOE IA DEDICATED
TO THE MEMORY OF MY EROTHER

Lieut. JOHN LENDRUM MITCHELL, JIr.
PILOT, UNITED STATES AIR EERVICE,
WHO WAS EILLED IN FRANCE
¥ THE SERVICE OF I3 COUNTAY
ON MAY 26, 1918
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Bricanmer Guyenar, Wn. Mrromenn, the author
of this book, enlisied as a private in the Volunteer
Infantry at the outbreak of the war with Spamn
in 1898; and after serving in the ranks for twenty
days, he was made an officer at the age of eigh-
teen. He was the youngest oflicer in the army
during the Spanish War. He later served in the
Philippine Insurrection; again in Cuoba In 1906
and 1907; and along the Mexican Border. Gen-
eral Mitchell has traveled widely in Asia, India
and Europe, studying the military systems in the
armieg of the various countrics. He 1z a Dis-
tinguished graduate of the Army School of the
Line, a graduate of the Army Staff College, and
he served ag a member of our General Staff be-
fore the entrance of the United States into the
World War. General Mitchell studied Aviation
for a great many vears; learned to fiy at the
first opportunity, and has kept it up ever since.
He was the first American officcr under German
fire in Burope, where he was serving as a military
observer when the War opened, and was the first
Ameriean flying officer {o eross the Lines in the
European War, on April 22, 1917, where he laid
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viii EDITOR'S NOTE

the basis for the tactical Air Serviee in Europe
before the coming of the American Expeditionary
Forces. General Mitchell later commanded the
Air Serviee of the First Army Corps, the Air
Service of the First Army, the Air Service of
the Group of Armies, and, when the Group of
Armies was discontinued, at the time of the
Armistice, he took the Aviation of the Army of
Oceupation into Germany, and cstablished it
along the Rhine River, Since returning to the
United States, in the Spring of 1919, General
Mitehell has been in eharge of the training and
operations of our ewn Air Berviee, which has
been completely reorganized and re-equipped.

General Mitchell was granted the Distinguished
Serviee Cross, with citation as follows:

“GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,

Amenican ExpepiTioNary IorcEs,
Orrice or TaE Cuier or Amr SERVIOR

MM.P.
A.S.
France, 7 November 1918.

From: Chief of Air Service, A.E.F.

To; Brigadier General William Mitchell,
A8, USA.

Subject: Award of Distinguished Service Cross.

1. The Commander-in-Chief of the Ameriean
Expeditionary Forces in the name of the Presi-
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dent has awarded you the Distinguished Service
Cross for extraordinary hercism in aetion, the
official citation being as follows:—

“For repeated acts of extraordinary hero-
ism in aetion at Noyon, France, 26 March
1918, near the Marne River, Franee during
July 1918, and in the St. Mihiel Salient,
France, 12-16 Scptember 1918,

For displaying bravery far beyond that re-
quired by his position as Chief of Air Serviee,
1st Army, American Kxpeditionary Forees,
getting a personal example to the U.S. Avia-
tion by piloting his airplane over the hattle
lines since the entry of the United States
into the war. Some instances being a flight
in a monoplanc over the battle of Noyon on
March 26, 1918 and the back areas, seeing
and reporting upon the aetion of both air and
ground iroops, which led to a change in our
aviation’as factical methods. A flight in a
monoplane over the bridges which the Ger-
mans had laid aerozss the Marne during July
1918, which led to the first definite reports
of the location of these bridges and the sub-
sequent attack npon the German treoops by
our air forees, Daily reconnaissances over the
lines during the battle of St. Mihiel salient,
September 12th to 16th, securing valuable
information of the enemy troops in the air
and on the ground, which led to the excellent
combined action by the allied air serviees and
ground troops partienlarly in this battle,”

2. T take great pleasure in handing you this
decoration, so well deserved, and wish to add my



