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PREFACE.

ik
L

IT is with the author of this volume about

three o'clock in the afternoon of life's bref
day. As he beging to [ook towsrd the sunset,
and to think of that night in which no man
can work, he realizes an ambition to be preach-
ing the unsearchable riches of Christ after his
sun shall have gone dawn.  With Peter, he
purposes, 50 long as he 1s in this tabernacle, to
stir up his fellow-believers, putting them in re-
mcmbrance of the exceeding preat and pre-
cipug promises,  With Peter, e also feels that
e must shortly put off this tabernacle; and
with him he now cndeavors, by the use of the
pen, * that ye may be able, after my decease,
to have these things always in remembrance.”
This is the motive which prompts the publi-
cation of the present volume of essays on the
theme partially elaborated in “Love En-
throned.” The unexpected favor which the
Chtistian Public has shown to that book
evinces a wide-spread interest in the doctrine
and experience of cvangelical perfection. This
demands the discussion of other questions
intimately related to the subject of that vol-
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ume, but not extendedly treated therein, A
glance at the table of contents will show the
readerthe breadth of thisrange of topics,  After
receiving assurances from hundreds at home
and in foreion lands, espectally from Protestant
missionarics of various denominations, that
the writer's published testimonies to the power
of Christ to save unto the uttermost have
been blessed of the Haoly Spirit to the strength-
cningr of their faith and the uplifting of their
spiritual life, it would be not only an act of
dislnyalty to the law of doty, bot a painful dep-
rivation of privilegre, should be be constrained
hy a false modesty to forbear standing any
longer as a wilness, and  testifvinge to the
wonders of redeeming love more and more
tully unfolded in his experience during the
SEVEIL st Years.
UAVIth ame Thou srowest more divine,
Mere plorions than belore ;

I tear thee with o deeper fear,
Lecanae 1 Love thee maove.

“lhew breadenesl out with every year,
Each breadth of life to mees :

I scarce can think thoo arl the sama,
Thowart so much more sweet”

Hence some of these essays are classified as
experimental, though a few in this class border
on the doctrinal.

The eighteenth essay is the substance of a
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sermon preached, in 1877, at Round Lake,
N. ¥.: Orchard Beach, Me.: Hamilton, Mass, -
Chester Heights, Pa. ; Mansfield and Lake Side,
Ohio. Many persons who [istened to this ser-
mon, and others interested in the theme, have
requested copics when it should be published.
We would say to these Christian friends that
this is probably the only form in which the
author will cominit it to the press,  The
eleventh essay, < let Go and Trust,” pub-
lished as a tract hy Ir. Cullis, Willard Tract
Depository, has enabled many seckers after
purity of heart to sce the simplicity of conse-
cralion and of Taith, and to enter into the
rest of a full trust in Christ.  The twelfth,
“The Executive af the Godhead,” is designed
to recall the Church to the primitive doctrine
of the distinctive wark of the Holy Spirit in
advanced Christian experience. [t is the
prayer of the author that this essay may incite
many of his ministerial brethren especially to
a thorough study of the proofs of the Person-
ality and Offices of the Spirt, and to that
simple, earnest, and incisive style of preach-
ing which he only can inspire.

The Tense-Readings of the Greek Testa-
ment, in chapter iv, are an attempt to introduce
English readers to the doctrinal results of the
minute study of that wonderful language which
God selected as the golden pitcher in which
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the water of fife should be borne to the thirsty
millions of the human family.

The writer hopes that the grammatical
proof that the conditions of eternal life are
continuous throurl this life, and that entire
sanctification is a momentary act, will con-
tribute to banish those seductive ervors indus-
trivusly propagated by certain popular lay
cvangclists, (1,) that the hirst act of faith gives
the person an inalicnable and eterpal standing
in Christ, and (2.} that sanctification must he
mnperfect so lony as we live in the boady, and
that [Jeath 15 a congueror of sin mighticr than
the Son of {iod  ‘Those who plecad for a
eradual death of sin in the heliever without
any special exercise of faith, and without any
crisis in Christian expericnee, called by the
Wesleys " the second blessing,” may be en-
couraged by this chapter to expect entirg
sanctification “ now, without doing or suffer
ing any thing more.’

DANIEL STEELE,
Lvtx, Afarck 12, 1378,
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