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PREFATORY NOTE.

A wrirza on Diryden is more e-sg'lecinlly bend to acknowl-
edge his indebtedness to his predecessors, because, so far
a3 mattera of fact are concorned, that indebtedoess mbst
necessatily bo greater than in most other cases, There is
now litide chance of fresh information being obtained shout
the poet, unlees it be in & faw lettors bitherto undiscovercd
or withheld from poblicstion. I have, therefore, to ac-
knowledge my debt to Fohoson, Mslowe, Beott, Mitford,
Ball, Christie, the Rev, R, Hooper, and the writer of an ar-
ticle in the @uarferly Review for 1878, Muorray's * Guide
to Northamptonshire™ has been of much nee o me in the
visits I have made to Dirrden’s birthplace, and the numer-
ous other places mssotiated with bis memory in his ootive
comnty, To Mr. J. Charton Collins I owe thacoks for
pointing out to me a Dryden honse which, so far es he
and I know, has cscaped the notiee of previeus biogra-
phers. Mr. W. Noel Bainsbury, of the Becord Office, has
supplied me with some valoable information. My friend
Mr. Edmond W. Goese has not only read the proof-sheets
of thia book with the greatest eare, snggrating many things
of value, bat has sleo kindly sllowed me the nse of origi-
nal editions of mavny late seveoteenth- century works, in-
cluding most of the vare pampblets against the poet in
reply to his satires,



vi PREFATORY KOTE,

Except Seoil’s excellent but costly and bolky edition,
there is, to the disprace of English booksellers or book-
buyers, no complete edition of Dryden. The first isane of
this in 1808 was reproduced in 1821 with no material al-
ierations, but bath arc very cxpemsive, especially the sec-
ond. A tolerably complete and not unsatisfactory Dhryden
may, however, be got together withont much ountlay by
any ona who waita Gill he can pick up at the bookehope
copies of Malone's edition of the prose works, and of Con-
greve's original edition {doodeeimo or folio) of the plays.
By adding to these Mr, Christic’s admirable Globe edition
of the poews, very little, excopt the translations, will be
left out, and ot too moch obtained in duplicate.  This,
of course, deprives the reader of Srcott's life and notes,
which are very valuable. The life, however, has besn re-
printed, and is easily accessible,

In the following pages a fow passagon from a course of
lectuzes on “ Dryden and kis Period,” delivered by me at
the Eoyal Institotion in the apring of 1880, have becn
incorporated.
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