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PREFACE.

FurLy convinced that the cause of the Revolution mow
existing in Cuba, if rightly understood, cannot fail to com-
mand the sympathy and moral support of every enlizhtened
and Christian people, the undersigned, acting in the name of
the Republican Government of that Island, presents to the
public the following plain statement of the causes which
provoked and justify the uprising of the Cuoban people, and
of the principal events which have taken place during the
threc years of armed conflict, whereby the Patriot Govern-
ment and forces have been enabled to maintain their confrol
over two-thirds of the territory of the Island.

This same conflict must inevitably continue until the
Spanish Government concedes willingly, or otherwise, to the
people of Caba that which they demand with singelar una-
nimity and peraistence, The Cuban people claim the right of
self-government, they demand the immediate abolition of
dlavery, the freedom of the press, of opinion and of commerce.
These thinge conceded upon the part of Spain, she may hope
for the pratitude, the respect and the cordial friendship of
the people of the Island. Denying them, she must expect
only perpetual hatred, and continoed warfare, maintained with
unflinching zeal by the present goneration of Cubans, and
bequeathed, if necessary, as a holy inheritance to their
children.

-
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INTRODUCTION.

Tse insurrection in Coba, which has beer wared, with varying
fortunes, for a period of three years, iz ohe of those dramatie
episodes in the history of nations which have a prefounder meaning
than the mere superficial observer is likely to diseover. Such a
person will be ooly apt to see in Cuba o condition of anarchy
which bids fair to substitute for law and order the hot sway of
southern passicns, and to issue in the total disruption of fhe socisl
edifice. It is in oue sense true that the world is now witnessing
in that distracted Island the dissolution of socisty—that s to say,
the dissolution of a slave society; but he whe supposes that Cuba
i8 in arms because the people naturally love war better than peace,
that she iz in a state of turbnlence beeanse the Cubans themselves
are peturally turbulent, commits the error of looking st the effects
of revolution instead of tuvestigating its ¢auses. Ii can have beon
no light motive which prompted a community that enjoyed an
almost fubulous amount of material wealth and prosperity to take
up arms against Spain, and to stake on the issue not only their
own lives and fortunes hut those of iheir wives and children ;
ued now that 30,000 of those lives have been destroyed, and
thonsands of fortunes have besn confiseated, they must assurediy
be sustained in the continued prosecution of their hervic struggle
by the conviction that they are fighting in & ¢ause which is werthy
of these terrible sacrifices.

In the following peges Colonel Macias has deseribed the wrongs
of his brave boi unfortunate eounirymen. After having been for
generations oppressed and plundered by Spain, they at lengih
demanded the rightz of a free people; ond conseious that the
moral corruption of slavery infinitely outweighed the material
benefits which they derived from that imiquitous system, they also
demanded that elavery should be abolished. This langnage is not
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rhetorical ; it only expresses the sober truth. Spain, at any
moment, might bave restored peace on this basis, ehe may even
now save her supremacy, and derive a legitimate ghare of
wealth from the celomy, if she will cnly consent to mete out
equal justice to both black and white. Is this asking too much?
If il be asking too much, then Spain herszelf has no claim to
the eympathy of the world. Every argument by which she jus-
tifies the overthrow of Queen Isabella may be urged with equal
forco in vindication of the attempt of the Cubans to get rid of
a corropt, lawless, and tyraonical government. If the Spanish
revolution was right, then the Cuban revolution is also right; and
at any tate, the Sponiards st this hour lahour under the stigme
of claiming for themselves liberties which they demy to their
oppressed colonists. The late dypasty wes perfectly econgistent
in refusiog ell redress to the Cubans, in rivetting anew the fetters
which the people vainly endeavoured to break; but & government
which professes to be based on the will of the nation, and to adopt
the maxim of the French philosopher, that ~eguality aod liberty
couetitute the phyeicsl and unaiterable basie of every union of men
in eociety,” canmot adopt the wicious policy of its predecessors
without adding to the sins of the latter thea more shameful one
of hypoerisy.

Thers probably never wae a rovelution with which the English
people more thoroughly, or more usanimously, sympathized thao
the last oue in Spain, Although attached to their own monarchy
because ifs existence jeopardises ne popular right, they saw with
pleasure the disappearance of & royal despotism which was wanting
in every clement of moral and political stability, Buf their approval
of the new order of things was founded on the belief that Spain
herself would be transformed, that she would so far imitate the
good example of England as to preclaim freedom to the negro, and
to esiablish justice in her colonies. Ample time for the insuguration
of such a policy has elapsed, Lut hitherto she Las done nothing
even to give effect to the aspirstionz of the moet enlightened of
bher own statesmen, Thauks to English ecruisers and English
diplomacy, and to the energetic profests of the Spanish abolitionists,
the African slave trade is now, eo far ot lesst as the Spanish
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possessions are conosrned, n thing of the pasi; but slavery wetill
flourishes in Cuba and Porto Rico, and the traffickers in huowmn
flash have with ecruel malignity substitated Chinese coelies for
negroes in the merkets of Havana, and on the sugar plantations
of the West. An Act of emancipation haa beem passed by the
Spanish Cortes, an Aet so unsstisfactory in its provisions that,
while the Spaniards in Coba openly laugh ai it as an idle piecs of
legislation, it has been publicly repudiated slike by the anti-slavery
pariy in Spain, in Great Britsin, and in the United States. Tims
measure might with propriety be called an Aet for the sbolition
of slavery at some future time, thereby not omly cheating the presant
generation of slaves of their rights, but giving the slaveholdimg
class ample time to conspire sgainst a moral revolution which it
iz their pessionste desire {0 prevemt. One notmble feature of tha
Act deserves mnotice. Slaves who bave reached their sixtieth
year are to be declared free; in other werds, their reasters will,
by this arrangement, get rid of the respomsibility of mmintaining
them when they are unfit for the hard work of the plan-
tations, and when therefore they arg the least able to tabe
cere of themselves. The new law, moreower, does not, even on
paper, propose to interfere with the coolie traffic, the horrors of
whjuhhanmdtbnaeofﬂm.&lrhn_ghtalﬁi&. The umhappy
eoolia bas not the physieal stamina of the negro race, and the
umramitting toil and hrutal severity with which he is treated maka
his life one of hopeless misery. It is trus that nominally his peried
of service is limited; but if when it expires his constitwéion is
not broken up, he i virtnally eompelled to re-indenture himsslf
to hie former, ot to an equally implacable, task-master.

It is impossible th&t the people of this coontry can sympathise
sither with the dominsnt party in Caba, which is engaged in per-
petoating these enormities, or with ita selfish meresntile allies in
Mpndrid aad Santander, who are opealy sgitsting for what they
are pleased to call s free negro immigration from Africa. We know
what this means—we know what all sach devices menn; they are
simply intended to throw dost im the eyes of the masions which
have waged war against the African slaye trada; but not sll the
merchants in Madrid and Santander, nor the expenditure of all the



