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INTRODUCTION.

& V. Wille; ils Grigin and fuport,

T sevenln buok i Uhe reasived order of the Hebrew Seripures is
termed BB Shepheiin, Fulgary nonme Jetived from RO dhaplat,
B g, to detepying v, fo de jnatice, do vindicede ; nnd also, I geng-
val, frvule, gaverm, sepuiate, wld applied hore Lol chief rolecs who
woverned the Flehvew Repaole from (he dags of Moses 11 cthe dme of
Hanl, hoenuse velmy end fwdiing arg so nlimately conoecled n the
Fast, that sitting ia judgwent is ane af che principal employpments of the
ariental soveroims From 18 i will be scoo thel she tizle, as thus ap-
plisd, i3 ta be taken iu e wifer senze than the swme lerm comvoys wilh
5, iR, persons appainted fu determing litizared questions, andl to pro-
woweee the sentemoe of e daw 0 eviminal cases. Iues, en the nther
Raold. il & gsed 10 denois those oceusicuel leaders and chisf magisirares
i the lsracliees whe led ont the penple to war agoinst their enemics,
and afer haviog delivered them fram che appocasion of the neighboring

natioms, exereised euch doring peace the ofiec of chief rolsr and fudge
of Tsrael  Seill the predominant ides conveyod by the term i ruthes
What of military eomianders, or more propedly aveng iy defiverars, than
of judieial oficers, as zhis lather funcricn came more Within the pro-
viuee of the priests

As ihe govermment of (e Hebrvewr natine wos shrielly a Theceracy,
in whizh Fehovan himaeil was (be ebief maziarran:, oo provision wos
mude fur tha appeinunent of Any permeancil o general raler of the
people,  The High Pricst was a kind of prime sminister of Jehovah,
whe exereizad a general superinrendence over oll the great interests of
the natios, when there was Lo civil or milisary roler cspecially chozen
for the purpese,  Fach of the tribes hed also their respective ehiofs,
eiothed with 1he primizive palriarchal powers, aud ju (ke ordizacy stawe
of things these arrangements were sufieien: for the due administration
of the aifuirs of the peopie,  But when peculive emergensios arese, in
ponsequenes of the hestilives proveked by the apnstasy and rebellion
al the Tsraelites, exiraordivary olleers were called iato requisition, on
whom was besiowel [he eppeilation of Judges. They arcee from time
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to time, os their sgency was needed, and for the most past when the
tokiens of & public repeniunce indueed God 1o compassionate their calas
mlties, and afford thew deliverarar,  They wete sumerimes ealled by
God kimsell 1o the offics 1iey susinined, aud someiimes elecled by the
peaple,  The sothority witn which they were glothed on their fve A=
Foiniment, was in some s ances sorrendered when they had achisved
the cljeets 1o whick it wis owing, and v others was continned At
life. They were nolball, however, military Teaders, ood zsome of them
appenr to have raled simsllavecnsly over Eifferent trifes; and (his s
olie of the cirentostanves waieh render the chronolegy of this period =0
perpleazing i

'Taey did nut) says Mr. Kiite, ' tranamit (hedr Qigniey to their de-
seendanty, meithar did they sppoint saceessars.  Ther eonid ol clact
bws or dmprse taxes oo lhe people, though they made peace ur war,
ani in their fudicial copavity decided czuses withemt appest, T all
this power szams 1o heve been rataer the resolt of charaeler ood joia-
eniee, than of any awhority reengnized as iokerent in the cifice. Mo
BRIALY Or inenTie Wis olacked to it nov di€ they repeive vwolements
of zoy kind.  They Lud no external mocks of distizelion thcy were
surrontded Tr oo eircumztances. of pemp 0T esreruuny ey had Tg
eouriiers, guacd, troio, ov sgmigege,  They were, in gencral, men of
mnderate desices, snd conlexl to deserve well of Ueir conarry, withuut
geeding to wrgrandize or eorich themaelves, They aiwars considered
and econdueled shemselves as cpocin! Iy called of God, relying wpon him
in oIl their enterpeises, wod waling it 1Lele ehiel eare to bring their
counirymen o acknowledge, wrorsbip, and chey kiw, Thuugh evineing
am gome melenenoly insayees the infizmi-fes of hmnar pature, vt ihey
were uh the whole models of lrae patrictizm and of mworat worl, and
eminenily ftve from the prblic erimes; which in 2]l ores have sa note-
ricusly Qown from the possession cod tha nel of pawer,’

It is worthy of remark, that the Carheginisns, wha were descended
from the Tyriaks, uid speke Hehrew, called their chiet magisirnles by
the snme neme: bt she Lating, whose Iengnage lacks (he sk of the an-
eient Tlelrews end Cavihaginiaws, wreote the word with u sharp s, and
edding n Lalin tavmination, denominated them Sffeies ; » class of fme-
tivnuries very nearly rezembling e arcioes of the Athenians, and (e
dicigiers of the Homans,

G 2 Awtier end dze.
The anthorsghip of the bonl canned be detertnined with absolile cems
tainly. Some aseribe it to Hamuel, some to Hezaliah, and zome 1o
Ezre, who is supposed 1o have compiled it from the memoirs furnished
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by the respective judges of 1hair own government, 'This kypothesis is
founded meinly oo whal i3 said ¢h, 18,30, ¢ He end Lis son were priests
to the tribe of Dan, watil the doy of the castivity of the land, from
which it has been imuwgined that it was noo written tilh after the Baby-
lonish captivicy,  Buol this eopectare iz pvideblly eITonedus; as apol
comparing Ps 78, 60, 61, and | Sam. & 11, with that pasenge, it ap-
pears that the caprivity fulended by tha historisn was a particular eap-
Livity of the triba of Dun, or of thar part of il waiei was sertled 1o the
north, and which tnoi plaze sbeut the ime (e ark was laken by the
Philizlines. Fesides, the Lotal o3sence of Chaides words suficiently
proves the date of the book to have been severn! centories anterior 1o
the great Babylonish eaztivlly,  #oehwords are of frequent eccorreznce
in books loown to-have bees writlen posterior e that event,  Most of
the Jewish and Christian eomunenrarora assign the amborskip o Sam-
nel; profably boeale insernsal evidense places in predty elenrly about
his thne, wnd in Ry time he is the nos Lilesly weemon Lo whom the writ-
g of it epuld be aseribed,  Thatibwus written afler e esnblishoenl
uf the regal suvemmens, appears from e hebit the antior kas ol ay-
ing, that anch und sneh evenw Lagpened in ke time when *ihere was
na king in Lseely’ shiea renders ie evident that there wes a Hing when
he wrote,  Bul that in wus written very soon after e cstullishment ol
Einely guvernmend iy no lers cloal fom nther prosuges. ‘L hus we Ges,
from oh, 121, that 1he Jebusiles wore slill in Fernsalem in the Lime of
the aulior; bne this peaple were expeilod from thadt ciry carly ia she
reizn of Durid, 2 B 56, Boalso in 2 Bom. 11, 21, here is a dis
fiet voforopes Lo faet recorded Judg, 9, 5§ whieh wdird: ancther
proul 1y this book was wrrithen Tefore the seeond of Barmnoel. Ou the
swhole, there is 120e donht tha the ook of Jwiges s cumpesed in s
prosenl forim, either in Lhe rofgn of Banl or durisg the fivst 2oven years
of the reign of Duvid, and this rendess it wmore provable rhat il wos
compiled from the public regster: aml renords by Bamnel, than by any
of the other prophety, priests, or kings, 1o whor il has bheet attributed.

§ 3 Stricclare and Lo,

The haale is ot conarrneted with referenee 1o che precise chronclogi-
eab order of the evenis narrated. - 1t s clen:ly divisible inin twe leading
parts; e first embracing the Rz of the Fulpea from Chboiel (o
Bamason, asd extencing (o the end of the sixtecutl chapter; the ather,
pecnpping the rest of she kool forms o sort of appendix, tarraling cer-
tain memorable transaetions which azcoreed not losg after the death of
Foshuoa, bat which ELI:.: ihrows togeiher at (ke and of the beok, that the

i
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ecutinnous thread of the preceding narrative m/ght net be interrupled
What relates to e two last Judges, Fli and Buomuel, i3 related in the
following heoi.

§ 4. Chronefogy,

The Chronology of this ooz is exeeacingly eimbarrassed apd diffi-
eait, and there 15 linle agresmen: among learned men Tespecting it
This arises chicldy from e fers selated 5eine recloned rom different
eras which cannot now b exuely secetiained ; and alo Lo jndpes
heing thowgar by some to be scoenidie, whom othars ennsider to have
been costemperary i3 diferen: paniz of Puwestioe. VWilhout reciting fhe
delails of thie ditferent hypo-beses propesed o osoive fese Aiffenliies, it
may b2 aulcivel waete, that D, aies makes G wholn Eeriod from
the death of Jushua ta tae death of SBomaon 10 He 400 FaTs, while Tsher
aml Lightlvot mudes it not a7 Troo 306 Afier qll i s doabifn! whee
ther, from tae zamre of tae bock, It de possile Lo oo
o noregabar ehrgnclogive] sorizal 18 mppuacs, lor the most port, 1o
s WTlorice]l memorsnda, Aavice litrle rela-

uEL the Sarrarive

hawe been coomposed ol &

tinm Ao gech oller, and pot iq-g-::.-l-].fi.:: Ly the aovepiler, Like the narraliveg
of the Evangrlisiy in the Newr Testament, withonl the lover view v o
methodjeal prenegement.  Accordingly ‘Lot remerks o the buck we
puspiaely teave all chrooulogien] quesiicn: uuleoehed.,

B8, Srops end Chosveiar,

The boak off Judges feema en imporiaut ek dn the history of the
Lsrwchtes, and isvery properly inseriel belwenn the hrows of Jushun and
Bumuel, 25 the Judwes wern the nlermedinke soverors helween Joshna
and Lhe kings of Tsvael, 1 furnizhes a lieely deseripton of a fuetoar-
of the disorders pnd dangurs

ing asd ungeilled people, nostrikhog pletove
which prevailed in a repubie withes? wogistroey, when  he kighways
wors nroeenpied, ald Uie tavellers wilied Srovegh be-weys, when few
prophels avese 1o eontrcl the peoste, aad every one id that which wos
right in kis own eyes,' 1L exhilil: (le eontest of frne roligion with
snpersiiiion 3 fisplags the bencde that flow fFom the former; uod re.
presents the wiserios ood evil eonseciences of dmpicty; affording, in
fime, 2 evmpleie verifeaticn of tha warnings and o tivls of Moses,
that the ehidren of Tsvae. showld e piosperous or unfoslenate, aceond
ing a5 they cheyed or vinlated (ke divine commonds. From the seenes
of dizeard anid violeres whick dnlen (s bimocy, Pav) has presented
wE wilh sote Dlustrions expaples of faih, in the irstances of Gideon,
Barak, Swnson, and Fephithan: anl D, Ceaves remarls, that Thy o
superfieial reader, the whole period under the Jndges muy ke easily

il

ESTH
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mistaleen for an uninierrupted series of idclatries cod erimes, from his
not oheepving that the Tapses waickh inearrad puanishment and the divine
deliveraneos which avended repestenee, are roared so fully as 1o oceupy
almear the whole narrative; while long periods, when, wnder 1he gov-
ernment of the Jadges, 1he peopls followed God nod the Jand enjuyed
petes, are passed avar in a sangls voise, us productive of no events
which required o pastionar desail’ ;

The whose period s distnruished by o display of extroordinsry
evenls, and by the moazl glusiag and wiracnlons proofs of diviee inter
position,  The history of God's government wust neeessarily be charmo.
teriged by the demnorsiralions of his imoediase egener ;. and e selected
inszruments of Lis will may well ks expected o exkibil o socecasion of
unprecedented exploits. It snould, anwrever, he nheeried that enme of
the aolions here rveordesd wers Jastifingle enly on 1he suppesition of &
divine wakrent, which sopersaded a1l penavad rales of condors,  Wilh-
mrf rhis, the deeds of Bhod, and ot Jral, might be propounsed eensura-
Ble fir lhels Lrouchory, bomever commendahle e molivos by whicl: they
wore promptes, I respect, Lo, 2o sobie ulher meidenz, iz abvions that
the saeved wriler by oo meaas vicdientes all het he velates; and rhat
the mdiserininae massiets of e people of Jebesh-Ui7 e, 2 the rape
of Lo wivgins at Bhiloh, szamped as tiey aie willl the ovitent moarks of
injnatice and erneily, canact pussibly be justilfed oo the proneisles which
the Seripmres elaewlere furnisl,  Tooel? suei casss, and in (e reeorded
ehavactars of Qods miridies 2o general who cre Srovght before s n
this hook, we perecive the traees of Lomaw Infirmicg ; aod white we
diserimingls between the lighss and shades that neank the piciare, it
cannat e gnaarienatle whal parta of 1helr conlaet e are callud to
fmlisie nod whas to sroid.,

§ G Cheenelopitel deeen Sl ¢f Cuntonds,

We have already remariied (5 3), thit che bonle conslsis of two dis-
toel poriions, of whieh the later 23 to be ragavded as u ziod of appeu-
dix o the former. This porzon, which i= compesed of the fast five
chapters, emhrares the nasrative of events al occucred mueh earlier
in the thread of the Bistory than wonld be loferred from their pesition
in the order of the beok.  The follawivg lnbular syacopsis gives the

enbire comlenss, socordiog oon juas CArATOegioal ArrangemEent,

Papn [——fnferszgmom eftor g deadh of Sozhaus,
L. The lsraclites destiov severol cildes of the Clanearites,
and meke omers ikbaory Lo e, - " carree I
2, The people reproved by the Angel for wot exterminating
the Cocannitish saiuns, - - - - - 1IL 1-5,



