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THE BOSTOIN

SUNDAY AFTERNOON LECTURES

FOR 1873,

A* STUDY OF RELIGION: THE NAME AND
THE THING. .

L
BY FRANCTS R.p.é.ilhh‘r.

FTH LECTURE IN THE COURSE OF BIX “SUNDAY AFTER-
WiON LROTURER,” GIVEN IN HORTIOULTURAL
WALL, BOSTON, UNDER THE AUBPICES
OF THE FREEE RELIGIOUS ASSCI-
ATION, FEBRUARY 9, 1874,

If there is one word above all others which ar-
tipulates in 8 breath the supreme sublimity and
the most melancholy abasement of human na-
ture,—~which carries imaginetion up to the
haig‘h‘ts of & heroism so pure and that com-
mon longs gasp for coarser air, and then pl
her Into dungeons of tion so foul with
blood and fllth that the choke-damp of the coal-
mine seems innoenogs by comparison,—it is ae-
suredly the word RELIGIORN. he page of his-
tory is lighted up by It now as by a flood of
golden sunshine, and again aa }E; the glare, lurid
and emoky, of inﬁg_ﬂﬁl fl.rea.d 1l that is sweet-
edt and tendorest, vest and truest, moat
ing and most inapired in the human heart,
been sunned into living beauty by religion ; ali
that is most dark, wrathful, false,crafty, cruel, has
been nursed into bloody and deoeitful deeds by
her influence. Religlon, and religloy alone, has
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2 A HTUDY OF RELIGION.

had ekill o sweep the enfire key-board of ho-
manity, evoking alternstely the thunders of the
hoarsest and harshest bass and the allver melo-
dies that sing fo s all we know of the sngelio
and divine,

-
THE ETUDY OF RELIGION,

Polltics, trade, industry, literature, art, phillan-
thropy,—there is no human interest that has not
been  moulded or shaped by religion; and no
study so comprehensive or profound awasita the
eliglons CerelomEtof s, Tits Adwe hib.

velopmen man. 8
torian, I say ; for, although I have been so ven-
turesome a8 to entitle my lecture "'A of
Religion,™ I am painfolty aware that no of
1t can at this day be otherwise than fragmen
and crude,—that In their very best Investigations
thia nt generation are but dabblems and
]t?:rinh Mmbt;ﬁjau.ertooh for ti,hem.MThe ma-
ng up a sclence of religion
{sclence must be hemself the historian and the
t) exist to-day unecut, nay, unguarried
aven, in the traditions and am poems
and bibles and philosophies, the cultus and the
customsa, the socinl systems and the countless
Institutlons of wmany and diverse nations, of
some of whizh even the pames are as
scarcely known; while the construetive task of
plannlog and executing this great master-
of inte usal architecture can fall to the lot of
thoee only who shall inherit the results of whole
tions of mi minds. The greatstrue-
le;yor ﬂﬁf € ggrrlucrl- eclipss
wholly, to the common o (i amﬁtﬂl—
bility of such a sclence; they stmand for re
itself to the common intellect ; they fll the field
of vigion; and their magnitude, which is as
nothing beside the boundlessuess of the slow-
ecoming religion of man, is quite as much as
even our best echolars can appreciate to-day. In
what 1 have med, therefore, to call a ''study
of religion,” I beg to be acquitted of the pre-
tence of anticipating the proper task of sucosed-
ing centurios,
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A BTUDY OF BELIGION, 3
THE CLEW OF AN IDEA.

Yet, while stombling and groping my wa%;, i
it were, amld the runs of tlsc:?'inf; world-re-
Ilﬂtms, and consclously devold of the light
which is needed to Hlumine thetpath of I
doindeed believe that the clew of an idea is given
which even in the dark shall serve as a gu ng;
thread. These vast tottering templesof fud
in which the worshippers still congregate by
millions, unlike as they appear to careless §
tion, betray, notwithstanding, a far profounder
unity than can be detected in mere similarity of
moral precepta or 1mth,al of e?ecinl beliefs,
Buch similarity or identity, though in itselfa com-
paratively recent diumvei?r, :Fpem to me to be
& quite su einl fact. orid precepts and spe-

beliefs, mere rules And mere opinions, never
yet made a religion ; they do not contain the
vital principle essential to the nie existence
of every world-faith. Deeper to ethical
codes or to theological conceplions muost we look
If we would discover the vast arterial system
a‘;.glrlmai life which makes oll religions one.
hat we want to discover is the ecommon blood
of them all, not the likencsa of flugers or toes.
The " sympathy of religions,” as the phrase has
been ha) coined, i o great and fraitful truth ;
but there is danger lest we seek it in surface
characteristica. 'When it is seen that moral pre-
cepts and theclogical beliefs are never the real
bond of union even among the adberents of the
same religion, we shall be cautious how we pro-
ceed in taking them aa the bond of uuion Among
different religions, Withont ‘' unity of spirit,’
ch“mh;; are ropes of sand; wlthnu:; unit; &nf
apirit, different ona, bﬂsfling a8 they o
with econscious lity, could never be one Iln
Bubatauce as they really are. It is something,
then, to be warned net going oft on a false
seent in the search for unity. Lt 18 something to
he aware that moral precepts and theological doo-
trines, whether shared or not ehared in common
by different religions, donot and eanmot eoust-
tute the essence of religion, ot are simply the
various forms of manifestation asumed at vari-
ous times and under varyiug eircumstaness by a
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4 A BTUDY OF RELIGION,

permanent foree in human history, Oplnfons in
ethics and in theol change E‘%m ;é’ﬁ"w age;
what iz held o be t and true In one stage of
fhter stags, . DA (b oo AMA. fowseril ke
ater . ut the and pow
slon to #eek for the right and true, without w
these very changes could never have taken
place, is an abiding element of human nature;
and it is in this direction thatwe must look, if
we wonld indeed discover that common essence
which fa the real nexusof unity among the
diversities of low, creed, and cultus,

THE FEEJUDICE AGAINST RELIGION.
In the study of religion, however, one great

cause of m @ mdiqju!ﬁcamlcihem
lonsly eliminsted,—I mean, the mﬁ
or f)mjudlue which pronounces be and that
rellgion is pure ton. Whoever enters on
this atudy witha so unsclentlfio as this will
arrive at no réaulis, Religion must be studied
asone of the greatest facts of human history
if not the very greatest. Tt must be siudja&
with the previous conviction that every fact of
history, even the most trivial, has its
nog H;I.de ﬁmerm;{% b&? Egnﬂindfwﬁh scientific
partiality. The blin ry of the partisan,
e R TR AL B D
B eAT eye, ng for
all valuable research, The antl-reli A
which makea the w name & red rag to
rushed at with all the violence of & mad bull, and
which is by noe means an uncommeon phenom-
enon of the day, should be as carefully guarded
nst as the most submisaive su .
ticise without sc the mischlevons per-
versions and abuses o 3 acknowledge
without palliation all the evil it has done; but
avold the mental obfuscation of confoun 8
permanent foree with a transient form.
the adherenta of the varlous re do, con-
ceiving the favored form of rel to be re-
ligion itself, and therefore condemning all other
forms as and abominable ; but the sei-
entifio student can never do, who sees that the
evils done by religion in the world’s history are
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due to the misapplication of a force whose intel-
ligent direction must be most benefleial.

RELIGION A8 FIRE,

When I sy, therefore, as T must, that I be-
Heve in religion, the caseis the same as when I
gay that I believe in fire. Of all agencles em-
p!,c:g’a] by man, fire is the most useful
and the mest terrible. 1t will warm your house,
and cook your steak; but it will Just as readily
burn them up, ave, and you if it the
governance of your mind., Without fire civiliza-
tion would be im ihle; but the great wilder-
ness of blackened ruing within a stone's throw
from this Hall, marking the spot where the con-
flagration raged with tful fury through your
stores and warehonses, shows how remorseleasly
fire will unmake the very civilization it has
wade, So it s with religion. Without it bu-
man life would freeze into the desolation of an
arctic winter; without it the tender finsh on the
faoe of humani .I-cwk.lnf,' upward and forwarnd
in the Mk{iﬁ h sbe elimbs, would fade m::f*
and the golden aurecle of & divine purpose w d
vanish forever from her head; without it the
suffusing ﬁ:w of hope and reverence would die
out from world of men, and the hard lines
of care and stolid selfishness would be ploughed
hy the hand of Time where now he traces the
marks of noble thought and earnest aspiration
and grand enthusissm for the true, the besutiful
the good. Yet the same mighty force which, if
anly guided by intelligence, makes each huoman
heart an altar, has made it, and will make it
again, under the guidsnee of ignorant folly, &
Jazar-house of superstition and a torture-charn-
her of eruelty. t reason lose her mas of
the inner tmpulse of religlon, and the fire which
should warm, comfort, and preserve, will with
all-devouring flames turn into ashes every costly
g'lioduct of elvilizing mind. Troly, & fearful

end & this fire of the human soul,—the greatest
of all blesslngeor the moat terrible of all cursea! I
repeat it, I belleve in religion as I belleve in fire;
for, notwithstanding the Incalculable evils that
result from their abuse, mankind pould dispense
with the one as little as with the other,
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i A BTUDY OF RELIGION.
THE NAME AND THE THING.

Belleving that words are vitally cannected in
human thought with that which they represent,
in studying religion I would cousi the
niame, and afterwards the thing.

THE NAME:

T. DERIVATION.

pularly secepted derivation of rhe word
re!u on h ﬁ'om the Latin word religa siqniry-
‘to Bind back or behind, to bind fos? If
this derivation is correct; the word would seem
etymologically to mntain the idea of dondage,
as its root-meaning; and comsequently the wuu
of it in connection with any word
liberty, as In the phrase “Free Religlo
be condemned, as oue of those utla ts t
new meanings inm old theologleal wi agajg:t
which every true radical Ilnstinetively and oun
principle protests, BShould ripe and impartial
mho{arshifgrwer mnouuce in favor of this deri-
vation, T for one should be disposed to abandon
the word religion altogether, while still cleaving
m that wh.ich to my mind it now fairly and gtly
expreases, Far be it from any intrepld thinker
to geek to avail himself of the #ﬂresﬁge of any
word to which his honest and un
does not justly entitle him! Let him trost
cause of fruth to itself fur ita final vindication in
the eyes of mankind,

Al the same time it ghould be noted, In
Mol diecosslon of fhe sobject, tiat B
verh rcl-igare not only means fo Mind fast, but

n poetical and post-classical Ta ,fnun-
am&,mu the line of Catullus [Lxiii, 84] :—

AN hme minax Cyhobe, religatque Juga manu.”

It might be not unressonably urged that warrant
could be foumd, even in the vulgar derivation of
the word religion, for its appropriste conjunction
with the word free.

But there s no oceasion to rest the ease on any
doubtful or gquestionable grounds. The best au-
lthmiigloiijﬁ argﬁ in favor of dﬁ%ﬂ ngnnord re-

on, not from refi at relegere
or religere, signifying ‘o go thrqugh or over




