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FiveT CHURCH



History of the Reformed Congregation
of Egypt Church,

By CBARLES BHoADs RoRERTS,

The Egvpt Reformed congregation possesses a documen-
tary history which runs Lack ooe hundred aod seventy-four
vears, muking it the oldest Reformed eongregation in Lehigh
county, the Great Swamp ¢ongregation, of Lower Milford town-
ship, coming second.  The vear 1755 has generally been accepted
as the date of its organization, Il we have no prool of the cor-
rectiiess of this date. The accurate historian mnst depend upon
documentary evidence to substantiate any statement be miayv
make, and we have no such evidence as to when the congrega-
tion was organized.  The majoritv of the first settlers in this
imimediate vicinicy were nolives ol Switzerland and members
of the Reformed church, 1t was natural, thereiore, that upon
their settlement here; they should organize a congregation of
their own [aith., It was in the vear 1733 that the majority of
the early settlers at Fgvp arrived in America, and it may be
that in this yvear an organization wus effecled. It was not, low-
ever, until July 1, 1734, thalt any lund warranl was secured,
when Jacob Kohler, who s supposed to bave settled here ahout
1730, obtamed & warrant [or oae hoodred acres of land.

The principal source of information regarding this congre-
galion iz the old baptismal record, the oldest record ook of a
Reformed congregation in this county. It is o small volume
bound in leather, with sirips of buwekskin serving instead of
clasps. The carliest ently in this hook is dated September 23,
1754, and was made by Rev. John Philip Bochm, recording Lhe
baptism of David, horn July 27, 1734, 2 son of Peter Traxel.
The sponsors were Nicholas Kern and his wite Mary Marzaret
Kern. The fact that Rev., Bochm made this entry in 1734
points to the existence of a congregation at that time, as i1t is
doubtful whether he would have opened a baptismal record had
there not been an organized congregation.

Boehm's report to the Holtand Svnod, written October 18,
1734, in the Dateh language, does not mention this congregation,
He mentions, however, the needs of '‘Macungie, Aaxatawny
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anid Great Swamyp, where, notwithstanding their being scattered
very far apart, vet a considerable number of people can come
together.”  The name “Macungie,” then included a large ter-
ritory, =i the inhabitants of this region, in a petition o the
Court in 1752, for the erecticm of a4 new township, which was
ater called Whitehall, stvled themselves, “residents of the
back parts of Heidolberg and Macungie.”

Tn the same report, i speaking of the distvict of the minister
needed ol Goshenhoppen, Hoehm savs: "He might conduct
seryvices there every three weels, und use Lhe rest of the Lme to
feed the poor sheep at the end of the wililerness, in the above
mentioned Soucon, AMacungie, Maxstawny and Great Swamp,
whe thirst for the hearing of God’s word as ihe dey earth for
water. AMany people from these regions have already been to
soe e 10 oreat sadness, end complaned of the pitiahle state of
their souls. There were also some, who being able to make the
journey, fave conte al varlons times {o comanunion in the con-
pregation entrusted o me g1 Falkner Swamp, a distance of cer-
todnly twentv-lve o thicty linglish niles, and brought children
for baptizan, which fourney, howeyer, is impossible for old persons
anil weak women, so that it 1s not Lo be wondered at (especially
when one rememhbers that Lhere are children whe for lack of a
minister can nol be Lrought 1o haptism until thev are several
vears of aged that my heart breaks and my eves ave full of Lears
about this concition,  Hut T can net accomplish this work alone,
for my vears are beginning to accumuolute, wnd my poor body
is also petting feeble, since T mwust nol only make long jonrneys
and preasch, but alse, beeause these poor people are not able to
support me, b mnst support my Jarge familv with manozl labor™

The second entry in ihe church book was made Oclober
26, 1736, v John Heney Goetschivs, recording the baplism of
John, son of “the respectable Peter Traxel, church ceusor of the
Beformed congregation here,' wnd his wife Juliana Catharine
Traxei. The sponsors were Nicholas Kern, [olin Tgender and
Margarct Egender. This 15 the first mention of a congregation
here and also the hest mention of Goetsehius i the book,  Di-
rectly ahove this entry he wrote:  “Getanlt dureh 11, Plarrer
Goetschi As Goetsching did not grrive in Amnerica until 1735,
this record could not hawve been made in 1733, as has been often
stated.

Tt is in this vear, 17360, that we find the first mention of the
name, CLgvpt.” applied to this vieinity, COm the title page of
the record book of New Goshenboppen, Goetschius states that
he served the congregations at Skippack, Old Goshenhoppen,
Wew Goshenhoppen, Swamyp, Saucon, Egvpt, Macedonia, Mosil-
lem, Olev, Bern and Tulpehocken,  Kev, Prof. William ], Hinke
pives 1730 as the date when Uds inseription was written by Goet-
sehius,




The third entry 15 in the handwriting of Goetselnus, aod is
the baplism on JTulv 27, 737, o Perer Hoth (the writer s great
great prandiather), son of Daniel and Anna Margaret Roth, The
sponsors were Peter Tracoed, deacen of the Relormed congre-
eation and his wile Jolino Cathorine,

The fourth and Afth eonceies are dated March 22, 1734, when
Goetschius baptized Anna Darbara, davghter of Alraban and
Anna Margarel Wotring and Catharine Elizabetl, daughter of
Michael and Eva Cathwrine Noffmon,  The sponsors of the
Wotring child were Ulrieh Durghalter and Ios wile Anua Bar-
bara, aml of the Tleffoan aluted, Peter Trasel aund Calhorine
Ehlizabeth Hern, the wife of George Kern,

Un this same day he wrote the oseription on the fiv leal of
the bapusmal reeord; vz, in Greels, ©“Neothing without writing ;"
in Latin, Al for the glory of UGod and the salvialion ol our soals ;]
and 1 Grerman, “Baptisial Hecord of the Congregation on dhe
Lehigh, in which are recarded the nmmes of the chiidren bap-
tzed, the pames of their parents, and also the names of theic
Spumsirs,  Conunenecd  Mazel 2z, 15340 ] Henrnewps  Goet
schivs, B (Rliwstery. Llelvetico Tigonrinns, ' (4 Swiss of Zu-
richh. ™ This sate 15 carrohorated by two cimocol and bordes,
Priof, Wm. J. Hinke =avs: "The clurel record ai Ligyps has
alwav: Deen supposed to bave heen opened by Goetsehins in
1755 bul eu cleser exanndomtion tle date torns ot o be 10"
Rew, Dt Joseph 11, Pubbs savs o " The Retormed Charel: 1o
Pennsvivania®™; “ The inseriptoas oo e btle peges of  clinreh
records, which bayve fed to so et mizanderstanmbing, are castly
eapluined,  Goetsehiius fonnld the books already i esastenes,
contaiuing o nmnber of eutries of baplism: hac the first page
was i oeach case nuocenpiod. sl he ool a boyish plessure in
potting 115 siame there, sometimes adding o fow senlenees in
Greek or Latine The ingeriprion at New Goshonhoppen wies
nol written before 1736, though oo the nest Toftowing page
teere 1s Lhe recond of o Saptism solemntzed 07310 by sonwe
earbier winister,  The iseripiion ol Hevpt turns oat o have
been writlen fn 1y 50, and the one gl Greal swamp alone 1s leghly
dated April 2z, 17307

This i= precisely what bappeasl at Bgvpt, for Rev Bochan
made the earliest entrv o 1754, fewving severn] pages blaok,
Goetsehins did not appear watl 1730, when  he baprized the
second Traxel ehild,  In 1737, be bhaptized the Heth ciuld and
m 1730 wrote the inseription an the Dyv-leal.

These ploneer organizees of this congrezation descrve nore
than passing mention,  Peter Traxel, or Dpachsel, and bis wile
Juliana Catharine, were padives of Switzerland  wud eame Lo
Amertea 1733, with two soas, Peter and Dranel, e setiled

*These tooonds, foomm 1550 20 i554, sranalatel] v she wrbier, will apescar 0 the Sk
Feries of Pennsvlvanis Apchlvis




at Hzvpt, where he appears o bave been the most prominent
of the church mewbers, beiite mentioned as consor in 1736 and
r741, and as deacon in 1737 and 1741, A few vears later he
rewoved & few aniles westward wnd scoured large tracts of land
along the Joerlan creck, some of which 15 sull owned by his
descendants, one of whom 15 James Troxell, residing near the
Iron Bridee.

Nicholazs Rern, oue of the enrliest setllers of Whitehall
township, owned large lracls of land near what is now Guths-
ville, which he sold in 1739 Lo Lawrence Guth, and removed to
the site of Slatington,

Damel Hoth, a native of Switzerland, where he was horn
about 1703, came to Americn in 1733, and in 1737, setiled at
the Jordan at what 15 now Sherersville,.  He died in April, 1727,
in the same hour in which his son Peler, baplized at Egvpl on
July z7th following, was born. This son beeame prominedt as
i Revolutionary patriot, and was the first President Judge of
Northampion county.  An elder son, Daniel, born i Switzer-
land in 1734, was Lhe ancestor of many of the Roth families in
Whitehall to-diav.

Abraham Wotring was born July 11, 500, amd came 1o
Ameriea 1 1733, with his wife and four chililren,  He died in
L1752, leaving eight children to survive him.

Tlrich Burghalter, alzo from Switzerland, amived in 1733,
on the same ship with Abrouham Wolnng, accompanicd by his
wife and six children, Do died i ip6z, Lhs only soo, Peter
Durghalter, was prostinent i the Hevolution, and is buried
here at Tgvpt.

WMichael Hoffman cume to Americs in 17z, and settled
along the Coplay creele. He died in 1786, John and Michacl
were his sons,

George kern, dnowhose honse the congregation often wor-
shipped, arrived 1 this eountsy o 737, and bonght land
adjnining the Kohler znd Burghaller families.  He was Lhe
father of George Jucob Kern and Mrs, Philip Jacol Schreibwer,

U April 16, 1735, Gocetschins baptized Christian and Juliana
Margaret Traxel, twin clildren of Peter and Juliana Catharine
Traxel. The sponsors were Christian Brengel, Peler Traxel,
Salome Gut, John Bertsch, Catharine Elizabeth Fem and Mary
Margaret Newhard., On Mav 13, 1739, he baptized facob, son
of Jucob Bricker and Catharine Hwva, danghter of Clementz
Arnadt, Theseare the last of s entries in the book.

John Henry Goetschius, or Goetschr, was the son of Rev.
Moritz Goetschins, of Salete, Canton of Zurich, Switzerland.
His father left Zuriel on October 4, 1734, at the head of four
hindred persens, including his wife and eight ehildren, intending
to go to the Carolinas.  Alter mamy toals 1they armived at Rot-
terdam, where the father was persuaded to change his destina-



tion tor Penusylvania and was prowised o salary o 2w wulden,
for the first vear, to organize aml superintend the churches of
Pennsvlvania.  He aceepted the offer and after o terribte vovage
of three months, in which the passengers suffered greatly, they
arrived at Philadelphin on May 20, 1735 4t the arrival ol Lhe
vessel, the elders of the Reformed congregation of Philadelphia
came on hoard to sreet him s their pastor. He was very il
but responded heartily. The next day e was taken aslore 1o
4 hotse, but his wife and family remaived on the ship. While
cartving him up the stairs i a chanber on the sceond toor, e
expired. On the third day after, he was buried in the ehurel-
vard of the principal Preshyvterian chmreh m Thiludelphia with
elaborate ceremonics.

His eldest sou, John Heney, was Lhen seventeen Vears old,
and a student Tor the ministry.  When the people saw the cor-
tificate of his studies, they were delishied, amd nsisted on his
preaching.  He was, thereflore, s Hev, D Gl =avs, the boy
preacher of the curly Reformed.  He preached to then every
Sundav twice and had eatechization twice, The first Sunday
he preached at Philadelptna mosning and evening, awd aler
service he had eatechization.  On the seeond Sunday he preached
at Skippack in the morning, then had catechization, and L the
alternoon he had serviee and catechization at Cld Goshenloppen.
On the third Sunday he preached at New Goshenhoppen and
had catechization in the moarning. 1o the afterncon he preached
at Great Swamp, in Lehigh county, where was a large congre-
gation. Here, at Great Swamp, he opened the chareh bool o
April 24, 17360,

© (oetsehiug eontinued preaching vntil s730, when he went
to Pucks conuty and studicd ander Dorsins.  On Septembar
24, 154, he paid o forewell visit Lo Jew Cinshenhoppen and bap
tized ejght children,  Rev. Boclm says in los report L4
that Goetschins went te Long Tsland in October, 1740, where
he was irregularly ordained Ty Revs, Dorsins, Tenmant and
Frelinghuvsen in April, 1740, The classis of Jansterdam was
very angry at this act of Tlorsins in ordaining Coetsching, as he
tiad no anthority from them Lo de i, wed be was censured, Goet-
schins was fnafbv exanned and erdaiterd in 1748, when he be-
cime pastor at Hackensack, Mo T e died ano1774.

The next three entries iu the book were probably written
v Bev, Bochm, who preached lere oceasionally ot his death
in 1744, The Arst of these is datead Tune 12, 1730, arcl 12 the
baptisin of Auna Barbara, danghiter of Martin and Sara hocher.
The sponsors were Barbara, wile of Ulrich Burghalter il Nicho-
las Sacger, On June 27, 1720, George, the son of Ulrich and
Lucia Flickinger, was baptized,  ¥lis sponsors were  George
keern and Juliana, wife of Teter Traxel.  The tast of these three
entries s the haptism on Seprember o, 1739, of John Peter



