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PREFACE.

“ As learned as the Church of Rome, as pure
anil i'}.".mg-_lin:_ul.: as the Churely of Geneva, and
mure tolevant thew ither,” was the just and truth-
ful tribute of punise which we wore onee grati-
fied in heaving n distingnished statesman * bestow
npon our dear 3other the Chureh of Kngland.
How are we to seconnt for gaeh an ndmission as
this — such a candid recogaition of the elementary
prineiples of the Gospel as influencing our Church
in a way unknown to all other communities, ac-
cording to the restimony of such an unexeeption-
able witness? 1t is simply as follows :—We elaim
to be the only branch of that # One Catholie and
Apostolie Choreh,” which has existed in this
country ever since St. Paul planted the banner
of the ervss eizhteen centuries ago, according to

* Liogd Drguziuwsi o e Hovse of Lords, 4, 1557,
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the plain meaning of those tevins in the language
of the Nicene Cread.

Tenee, if we can prove our claim to genuine
Cuthalicity, as distinet from that spurions lmni-
tation, in which all who make » religions profes-
sion are wont to indulge, it neccssnrily follows
that those, who have geparated from us, and who
thereby refuse to recopnise the order and ap-
pointment by the Holy (Ghost of bishops as the
chief rulers of spavitual things, to whom o loving
obedience is ever due, can have no right to that
title which 12 exelusively asswmed by zome, and
pepularly elaimed by ull

The ancient definition of true Crutholictty, #Al-
ways, everywhere, and held by all,™* aceords
with Tertollian’s golden eanon of still earlier
days: * Whatsoever was firs!, that is truth, what-
zoever 12 later, that 1z adulierated.” § Ilence we
are conatrained, in despest 2orrow, to condemn
our clder zsister the Chureh of Rome, which in
St Paul’s time was known ns having her ¢ faith
spoken of throughout the whole world "% for
having deviated from the aneient ways, by add-

* Yinceative Lirinensiz, Contea Mee. o bl
t Adv, Proaxeam, § 11. $ Rom. L&
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ing the Apocrypha to the Tnepired Word ol G
by subteacting the lLacharistie cap from the
Inity: by multiplving vites, ecremonies, amil
crecils, to that siople aul pure faith of Christ,
which St 'aul preached in Dirirain; and thereby
dividing herseif ot from the Primitive Catholie
Chureli in oeneral, and our beanch of it in this
lnnd in prrtientar,

That thiz iz the true definition of Catlalicity, the
languace of the inspared lounders of the Chureh of
Christ sufficient]y testilles : —*% Lt that,” said St
John, #abide in you, which ve have heard from
the beginning,  IFthat which ve have heard from
the beginning shall remain in vow, ve also shall
continue n the Son, and in the Father”* St
Paul. before he preached the Gospel in Britain,
had written to * the Churelh of God whieh is at
Corinth,” 1o say that he had sent hiz * heloved
son Timothy ™ to them for the purpose of bring-
ing to their remembnnes, oy ways, which he
in Clirist, ais I teach evergelere tn every ehuvelt”t
And in the same Epistle, when speaking of Gaal's
tistribution to every man, he addz, ©so ordain 1
in ol clarches™

* 1 Jolm it 24, T4 Coriv, 17, 1 Cor, il 17,
S



