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Prefare,

EARHE following Eeeeys—written without the slight-
e r‘ est intentiong of publication—gre submitted to

the public at the urgent request of the gentlemen before
whom they were read; and the M3, having been respect-
fully presented to the Bociety whoss name sppears on
the title-page, ave now pablished in its behoof.

Apg an introduction to the atudy of a brench of litora-
ture which hes ngver been without able exponents apd
ardent stodents, although at times exposed to satire not
altogether undeserved,—a sindy which at the presenmt
day sttracts to ita pursuit so important a share of in-
tellectual industry and scholarly research,—the avthor
trusts that this little work may be the means of inducing
ite readers to form a more extended sequaintance with
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the subjects so cursorily treated of in its pages: to assist
in which design g fow references are given; and ai the
end of each Essey the authoritfes within his reach, and
other which are known to him by neme, are enumerntad.

To his young friends of the “ Huddersfield Early
Cloging Socdety,” to whom thiy series of papers—skele-
tons, shall he call them ? or rather the disjecta membra
of the subjects treatad of—hge been, and now is, moro
especially addresssd, the author haa to return thanks for
the confidence they ropoecd in him in requesfing his
pervieea to further an important ohject of therr Bociety,
namgly, mutnal ingtruction, und an increasmg stimula-
tive for information in the several departments of litera-
ture and scicnes. His good wishes for the succesa of
the Association, and for the realization of ita objects, he
here wishes to record; with & hope that, in ages far
removed from our day, should some zealous DATAs-
oosT be disposed to explore its archives or collate the
traditions connected with its sarly history and labours,
an honest testimony will be borne fo its good works
and its beneficial tendeney on the age in which it per-
formed its migsion; holding forth to the youth of still
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snceseding ages an example of good works and of faith
in humanity's moral and physical progression,

With the exception of & slight revigion, the Essuys
are pent to prose as nearly as possible in the form in
which they were delivercd ; and with their many im-
perfections are, net without somo hesitation, submitted

to the publie.
C. B.

Huddergfield,
Novembar, 1859,






