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A Royal Commission was issned on the 22nd of June, 1875, ot
the following nablemen and gentlemen :

Viscount Carowars,

Lord WIsMARLEIGH,

Rt. Hon. W, E. Forerer,

Sir Juey Bonarss Karsrake,
Frof. Trowas Hexry Huzoey,
Jorn Erio Ertgusex, Haq,
Rromaro Horr Hurroxw, Esq

The Commission was ordered :

“To inquire into the practice of subjecting live animals to
experimonts for scientific purposes, and to consider and
report what measures, if any, it may bo desirable to
take in respect of any such practice.”

The Report of the Commissioners, drawn up in nccordance with
the above command, ie dated 8th Januery, 1876,



STATEMENT.

Tae COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF
ANMATS LIABLE T0 VIVISECTION have perused the REPoRT oF
THE Roval CoMuiseioN oN VIVISECTION, and proeeed, accond-
ing to their original undertsking, to offer to the Bociety an
analysis of its leading contents. They are of opinion that the
purport of the Report has been in some respects seriously mis-
construed by the public, in consequence of certain imperfect
accounts which first obtained circulation.

After receiving an immense mass of evidence, tha Royal
Commissioners have arrived upanimously at the eonclusion,
that the impetus given of recent ysars to practical physiological
iuvestigations, togather with cther reasons, justifies the public
call for attention to the mode in which they are pursued.
They remark :

“Wa find that until a comparatively recent period physio-
logy had been for some time past but little cullivated in this
coontry, bt that there haa been of late years a groat movement
in advance. .. . It is the expectation of those most conversant
with ths subject that physiological investigations will more and
more take place in connection with publiv institutions, and that
an organized syatem of instruction in physiology will speedily
become an important feature in sclentific education, It is
evident therefore that the number of experimenis at present
performed upon living animals can by no means be regarded as
the limit of the number which we are called upon o inelude in
our consideration, but that, on the contrary, ws must assume
that the experimental method is being rapidly developed.”



6 Statement on the Report of the

In considering the Recommendations to be submitted to the
Queen, the Commission inguires whether Vivisections can be
sltogether prohibited. Its decision is:

“That such an enactment must inevitably lead, either fo a
genoral evasion of the law, or to an universal fight of medical
and physiologicsl investigators and students from the Tnited
Kingdom to foreign #chools and laboratories, and that by thia
means the general tieatment of animale in experiments would
cartainly not be altered for the battar.”

Nor do they consider that, if possible, legislative prohibition
would be reasonable. They rofer to the benefits which medi-
cine and surgery have received from discoveries made by such
means, &nd draw from them the deduction, that whether we
look to the possibility of euro, or ‘to the probability of preven-
tion of disense, they canfiot recommend their total prohibition.
Nevertheless, some Isgmlatwe action on the subject appears
necessary. They quote the opinion of Bir William Fergusson,
Bart—

“«Tf the public really knuw what was wtuallj going on in
this country at this time, they would sxpect an interfersnce on
the part of the Crown and Parlisment, just-as mueh as with:
reference to the dissecting of dead hodies years ago (1040);

and add the judgments—on the whole, in favour of some
legislative measure—of many eminent surgeons and physiolo-
gists : Dr., Burdon Banderson, Dr. Michael Foster, Dr. Gamgee,
8ir Thomas Watson, Sir George Burrows, Sir James Paget,
Dr. Hanghton, and Professor Rolleston. The objections to
legislation on the subject, they remark, proceed principally
from persons who, like Mr. Lister, appear to consider that any
interference of the law implies an imputation of cruelty ageinst
the gentlemen engaged in auch investigations, -

Independently of authority in favour of legislative inter-
ference, the Commission has feit iteelf ca.].led upon to recom-
mend it “by reason of the’ thing” :



Royal Commission on Vivisection, Vi

“Tt is manifest that the practice {of Viviscction) is from its
nature liable to great abase. . ., . It i not to be doubted that
inhumanity may be found in many persons of high position as
physiclogists. . . . . Thet very severs experiments are constantly
performed cannot be doubted by these who read the document-
ary evidence which has been laid before us, and the testimony
of Dr. Walker and obher witnesses, who apeak from personal
knowledge of the sufferings which, they say, have been often
unnecessarily inflicted in the name of Science.* Dr. Anthony,
who resides in the neighbourhood of Birmingham, told us that
he i acquainted with instances of many men who carry on
experiments in private houses from mere curiosity, . . .. Wa
have had some evidence that cases have arisen in which the
unpiactised student lae taken upon himeelf in his private
lodgings to expose animals to torture without anestheties”+

“Evidence of this nature,” the Commission judiciously ob-
serves, “is not easily obtained,”} and proceeds to add :

¥ Besides the cases in which inhumanity exigts, we are satis-
fiadl that thers are others in which cprelesaness and indiffarencs
prevail to an extent sufficfent to form a ground for legislative
interference. . . . . Wo have been much struck by the conside-
ration that eevere experiments have beon engsged in for the
purpose of establishing results which have been considered in-
adequate to justify that soverity by persons of very competent
anthority. . . . . It is, moreover, much to be regretted that a
feoling of suspicion and even of abhorrenos should have been
permitted to grow up among a Jarge and very estimable portion
of the public against those who are devoted to the improvement
of medicine nnd the advancement of science.”

After reviewing these arguments, the Commissioners con-
clude, among other points, that “the infliction of severe and
protracted agony is in hny case to be avoided, and that the
abuse of the practice {of Vivisection) by inhuman or unskilful
persons—in short, the infliction upon animals of any unneces-

* Bee Appendiz A, (Abusen)
+ Bee Appendix B. (Conduct of Btudenta.)
1 Bee Appendix O (Diffieulty of obtaining Evidence.)



