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DEDICATION.

To the members of the Bath Church of England loy Assoctation.

GENTLEMEN,

In dedicating thess pages to you, I bave bad in view twe
purpoges, of which, if you covsider one more persooally conpli-
mentary, you will, I am sure, find the other morée important to
the cause you have espouned.  First T desire to offer o sincers,
though humble, testimony to the nofle fead, you have taken, and
to the indomitable zeal (thongh mnder adverse cirenmetances)
you have displayed in defence of Your Chureh. In this however
T dare not praise yoo but as o fithful Churchman. T eannot offer
you other commendation than that which (“unprofitable ser-
vands " a8 we are) o gracious Master in merey concedes to us,
when we have only done that, which it i= *our duty to do.” My
enmmendation is only comparative. Beme do their doty less, and
sume more, But EVERT Churchman, be he Layman or Clergy-
man, is hound to defend ki Church.

Becondly, I wish to direct publie sttention to your example,
for the purpose, not only of meouraging them to follow your
footateps, but also of awakening them to a sense of the yet greater
exertions, which, from the aspect of the times, and the doinga of
our enemies, it may be expected that the insulted laws, and per-
geanted Chareh, may need from all faithful, and religious men,
who hold the chief trutha of the Gospel.

Eor severu! yvenrs the Qovernment hee contemplated with
heipiessness, orindifference, if not with complacency, the elamoor,
the coilections, the eonsplracies, of the enemics of the Church, to
ohetroct the course of long established Law, and to intercept, by
foree, or fraud, the time honoured tribute by which England pro-
claimed hergelf & CHRTATIAN NaTiom; and her many Churches,
kept in repair by notimol support, have held out to every
poor man the blessed invitation of the Evangelical Prophet—
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# Ho! every ome that thirsteth! comeye to the waters, and he
that hath no money.”®

Harsseed by her enemied, deserted by her professed Pro-
tectars, the Church has meckly appesled to the Legislatore and
the Government to uphold her Io her obedience to the Law ; bat
she has appenled in vain,  She has been met on the cne hand with
coldness, “heavy blows, and great discoursgement.”  Into offices
if mot of ecelesiasticnl, ut least eanbling the officers to aet sgainst
the Chorch and oll religion, Bitter and rechles envenles of the
Church have been introduced, merely to satisfy polition] prrtisans ;
and even in the commistion of the pence are pluced (nay pre-
ferred) the opponents of the Low of Church rates.  On the other
hand Church rate sbolition socleties, and other societies ruising
enbecriptions, and carrving on In afll perts of the kingdom
schemes to imjure the Church, have multiplied. The Ffor-
bearanee (may T not almost say epathy) of Chorchmen has
emboldened them, Organized opposition to the law is openly
carried on—funds are supplied—Clergymen ave desgged into
the turmoll and brutality of polls, and expected to perform the
duties of & retarning officer, in elrcumstances which might pus-
gle aven & berrister—Churchwardens sre plagued with litigation
and expence of every kindt This canuot go oo If the

® ladeadt, oo ¥, v &

+ Take, ns a specimen, this hand bill recently lssued at Rochdale,
U Cnowen Bare —The Anti-Ohurch rate Comnitter are informed that
certain Pecsons are guing about attompting o inpose upoa the Publio a
paliry and shabhy Tax, ander the pame of 8 Cuteol bave, and evon
threatoning Legal procesdings, if it is oot paid.  The puklic are heroliy
infurmed thal Mo CHUSCE BATE A8 BEEN URAXTED, afd fone dan bo
legally demanded ; and ail who prefer homesl veluntary payments to fhe
onjust exactions of the Act-of-Parlinment-Church, nre advised to refupe
Puyment of this iflegal Tox, Fay oo attostion to Elireats. ]l'pmmmﬁngn
be commenced ogaingt any party for non-payment of this Vicaranade
rate, they are requeatad Lo make the clzeamatanes known o the Auti-
Chureh  male Committes -—Rochdale, Nov, 13th, 1E40——W piarey,
Puisven, Yonesuigg-smaeet, Rovnpase. ™

It may serve Lo show the friemily disposilion towards the Thureh of
oat Queen, entertainesd by her mintsiers and their supporters ; when it
s known that the printer of this, agd most gther abusive placanls ageinsg
tnlu Viear nod the Chureh, hes recontly beoo appointed Postmasier of

Wm“h
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legislature will not Interpose, the Church most defend herself.
Adsoeiations for her destruction must be met by Admociations for
her defence. Lot the conspirators ageinst her be sssured that,
though they may sonoy tha Vicar of Rochdale, may excite deluded
miltitudes in popolous towns to afford them partisl triumpha,
and snnual satnmalin of blasphemy snd profanstion in God's
Honse ; though they may, by their Committess, their subscrips
tions, and political eabals, overawe or purchase m feshle or
reckiess Cabinel—THE PROPLE 0F ENGLAND WILL NEVER DR~
SERT THEIR NitioNAL CHURCH. They are already romsed ;
aesorintions sach us pours with more decided organization, lorger
JFeuends, aod more general support, will rise up to meet the asasil-
ants with their own weapons, snd confront the conspirators till
they compel ecither them to desist, or the Government aod
legisluture to interpose, and remove the necessity for theseconfliots.
The demand for such & movement among the Laity has erisen in
London and elsewhere; and the time has arrived when the
peacefie]l ean oo longer discourage it, nor the cantions refuse to
support it.  On the heade of the agitators of polifical dissent be
the sonsequences of provokiog ik, The exsmple you have set,
that the Laity as well us the Clergy constitute the Chureh, snd
arein daty bound to uphold it, affords good proof that you will not
only not be wanting to grester emergencies, an they arise, bot
that you will lead others to “go and do likewkse." With respeet,
and earoest sympathy in the great object of your associntion ;
I remaln,
Grentlemen,
Your Faithfol Servant, and Fellow-labourer,
J. E. N. MOLESWORTH.



PREFACE.

1 have reserved my observations on the Rochdale
eontest 1ill the meeling of Parliament, boih hoping
that, after the excitement of the contest was over, the
“gtill small voice ™ of reason might be heard, and
desiring, that the legislature might be urged to inter-
pose, and put and end to the conflicts. [ ask no man
more, than I am ready to do. 1 ask bim only to
obey the lam—and, if we differ upon ihe policy or
eguily of a law, to submit our different views to the
decision of the proper tribunal—the Legislalure. 1
am always ready to yield cheerfully io ihat decision,
and equally ready, to oppose the decision of mob
dictation, and vindiclive or petiifogging litigation,
and eonspiracy.

While the matier was before only the Parish, I
tonched az little a= possible on the equify or policy of
the law of Church rates, because that waz a poimt for
the decizion, not of the Parish, but of Parlicment.
As I now appeal to Parfiament, 1 enter freely into
the equity and policy of that Law, supporting my
opinions by such arguments as 1 hink fit. If, in
those arguments, 1 give pain to any conscientious
dissenter, 1 shall be gorry, But 1 cannol, from fear
of so doing, sacrifice the canwe of'trulh. 1f that canse
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be in danger, no matter whether throngh wickedness
or weakness, through treachery, or ignorance, it must
be vindicated without rezpeet of persons. Ifa man set
up either dishonest, or absord pleas, the dishonesty,
or absurdily must be exposed withoat ceremony, and
in plain terms.

I wish to be clearly understood, when I use the
general word, dissenter—as being sensible of the
disgtinction betiween the political agitator, and the
sincere, though mistaken dissenter—but I cannot
nlways, in my notices of lbe plea of eonscience, ver-
bally murk that distinetion. I respeet conscience
even in error, but 1 cannot spare to expose the error.
I also guard against the misrepresentation of those
whe, to excile resentment against me personally,
instead of meeling my argoments, falsely state that
I represent tbe opponents of Church rates generally
az infidele or revolulionists . 1 do no such thing.
1 describe them as leagued with infidels and revo.
lutionists, agninst ‘a Chrislian Chureh; and the
triumph they desire, as one which would be a triemph
to infidels and revolotionists. This ought to induce
them to pause, and suspect whether the triumph can
be one, at which a christian and a patriof ought to
aim,

Y have shanned allosion toindividuals, anless where
defence from perronul slander rendered it unavoid-
able; and even then 1 bave said as little as posssible.

Personal calumny has been profusely showered on
me, especially in relerence to my conduet during



