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PREFACE.

THE object of this work is to represent Galilee as it was
in the time of our Lord, To do this will be, the author
feels, a special service to many who are desirous of
learning all that can be known of the earthly life of
Christ. In fairness to the reader, it should be stated
that the substance of this volume appeared as an
Essay in 1874, which met with a very flattering recep-
tion in England, Germany, and America. The text for
the present edition has been thoroughly revised and
partly re-written. It is published now in the hope that
the perusal of these pages will lead some minds to
appreciate more forcibly than they have ever done
before that the country where the Master appeared was
Divinely chosen for that purpose, and that its natural
features symbolise in a great degree both the beauty
and the strength of the Christian Religion,

UsITED STATRs CONSULATE,
JERUSALEM, Svmla, 1884,






GALILEE IN THE TIME OF CHRIST.

1
INTRODUCTORY.

THE fact is sometimes overlooked that a Divine revela-
tion implies history, and that history implies locality.
Hence a familiar acquaintance with its locality and
history would seem to be necessary, if one would fully
appreciate and understand such a revelation, whether
it comprizes a serics of events extending over many
centuries, or is embodied in the person and life of a
single individual. It may not be, therefore, a rash
conclusion that our Lord meant to call attention to
this fact by His constant reference to the natural objects
about Him. This interesting characteristic of His teach-
ing is indicative of one of the prominent methods by
which His life is to be approached. The infinite beauty
of His character will not appear in its clearest light if
we study Him from the spiritual side alone. We scem
to draw near to Him in the flesh in proportion as we
become acquainted with the country where He lived, the
race to which He belonged, and the scenes and events
amid which He grew up to manhood.



8 GALILEE IN THE TIME OF CHRIST.

When we actually turn to books, commentaries, and
other sources of information concerning the home of our
Lord, we are introduced at once to a poverty-stnicken
land and to a degraded people. The province is
spoken of as having been, at that period, one of the
most *obscure” and “despised” of the Roman empire ;
and Nazareth has the misfortune of being represented
as then an “insignificant wvillage,” whose inhabitants
were “ignorant” and even “immoral.” Such is, per-
haps, the general impression of Galilee ; but it is very
far from the truth. The writers of the Gospels in-
variably speak of Nazareth as a “city,” méhis, and in
no case do they calil it a “village,” xoun ; and it is quite
probable that its population amounted to fifteen thou-
sand or twenty thousand souls. As to the province
itself, it was in Christ's time one of the gardens of the
world—well watered, execedingly fertile, thoroughly
cultivated, and covered with a dense population.

The object of the present work is sufficiently indi-
cated by its title. It may be said, however, that the
subject could hardly be confined to the dates which
bound the life of Christ, We must be allowed to
illustrate our subject, to some extent, at least, both by
what preceded this period,—say, during the life of
Herod the Great—and by what followed it, even to
the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, 5till, our sole
purpose is to set forth Galilee as it was during the life
of our Lord.

The work now proposed has never, so far as we are




INTRODUCTORY. O

aware, been thoroughly done; and almost the only
attempts in this field are those of Hausrath and Keim.
But the former is very brief (hardly ten pages); and
the latter, although a little fuller (about sixteen pages),
does not pretend to exhaust the subject. We have
patiently searched in every direction for facts which
might illustrate this country at the time when * Jesus
went everywhere among its cities and villages, teaching
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom.” But it will
be scen that, instead of putting the statements of the
Gospels foremost, we have kept them in reserve, and
have sought to gather from all external sources those
facts by which to light up the background against which
the statements of the Gospels rest. We shall, at the
close of the volume, give a brief notice of some of the
principal books which have served us in our investiga-
tions,

The map prefixed to the book is reduced, by the kind
permission of the Committee of the Palestine Explora-
tion Fund, from their large scale map of Galilee.



