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PREFACE.

Tag substance of this little work was read in
a paper at an evening meebing of the Cornwall
Roysl Institution ; and at the request of the Mem-
bers of that Institution, and others assembled
upon the occasion, is now published, and to them
respectfully dedicated, with very many apologies
for the unavoidable delay which has taken place
in bringing it forward.

It has been deemed necessary to add to the
original matter of the paper, a brief introduction
to the ecclesinstical antiquities of Cornwall ; in
order to suit this book for general publication,
and a fow other matters connected with the early
history of this parish have been inserted, which
we trust will not be unacceptable.

Cornwall abounds in antiquities, and among
these a large and intercating portion are Church
antiquities, which scem to be little known, Itis
true, Cornwall is but a small part of England,
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and sitnated in a remote corner ; ite early eccle-
giastical and architectural antiquities seem to
have been overlooked in the national theories on
the subject ; but, nevertheless, they have pecu-
liarity enough, and character enough, to stand
a8 exceptions, or at any rate to be entirely free
from theories which are formed upon other data,
distinct from and different to themselves We
have antiquities here, and monuments of the
original inhabitants of this island previous to
the Baxon invasion, which need but to be known
and they will be valued. They are in reality
the antiquities of a people who lived in earliest
times, not only in Cornwall but in all Britain,
and therefore may be regarded as a remnant of a
Iarge class which once prevailed throughout the
land. Hitherto writers seem quistly to have
followed one snother in attributing civilization
and arts, and even the eatablishment of the Church
in this island, to the Saxons ; but it is unneces-
gary now to maintain such opinion. Civilization
and the arts, we have great resson to believe, came
first to the Saxons from the smcient Jrish, from
whom the few unconquered Britons that re-
mained received the same; and, as o the ests-
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blishment of the Church, no one now is so bold as
to deny that it was planted here long before the
time of Bt. Augustine. Here is the mistake ; the
Saxons, unnationally, have been made to supersede
the original inhabitants of the island. Their his-
tory has been regarded as that of all Britain;
their antiquities have been made the boast and
pride of antiquaries, and the data of national
theories on architecture and Church history. All
this might have been permitied and submit-
ted as their right, had the Baxons conquered
all Britain : but there are certain portions of the
eaid Britain they did not conguer for centuries ;
in these parts we should look for our earliest
properly national antiquities, and by all means
place them sbhove those of the invaders of the
land. We would nol revive a feud and jealousy
which have long, long since subsided ; neverthe-
less, in treating of the antiquities of these times,
it is imposstble to overlook the feelings which
prevailed so strongly, especially as they have set
a mark of distinetion, as it were, upon the re-
gpective antiquities of these hostile people. Our
task has besn to endeavour to restore to the
oratery of Bt Firan some centuries of hoary
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antiquity, which have been, we. imagine, taken
from it by writers who have pronounced it Nor-
man : that it is not Norman there cannot be a
doubt, and we are convineed no one who sees
the ruin will continue to maintain that it is so;
that it may not be attributed to the Baxons of
old, so hostile to Britain, will also appear equally
clear when we enter upon their history. We
presume then that the oratery of 86 Piran is
British, or at any rate not Norman,

The term “ oratory” has been used, not in the
modern acceptation of it, but in that which vas
received at the period to which we refer the date
of this structure, and as the term adopted by
subsequent though still early writers with refer-
ence to this period. “Oratory” signifies a house of
prayer ; not necessarily a private chapel, but a
church, the house of God, which is especially a
“ house of prayer.”

W. H.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tae discovery and * restoration” of the ancient
Church of Bt. Piran, which had for centuries heen
lost in the sand, has been already announced in a
work of much interest and popularity by the Rev.
Colline Trelawney. In this work, the church is
considered to have been built in the sixth century,
and to be, without doubt, an early specimen of the
stone bumilding of the British Christians. This is
an opinion which an examination of this interest-
ing structure cannot fail to suggest ; and an opi-
niom, moreover, which is fully borne out by the
strongest probabilitiea. But it would appear, the
BReverend author has not dwelt sufficiently on the
proofs of his just assertions of its early date ; for,
notwithstanding the strong claims which this
church most certainly possesses to very high
antiquity, doubts seem to be entertained respeci-
ing it. They are doubts, however, which might
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