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"PREFACE
. MY PAMBPHLET OF 1ses
Thod AT Fo v e _,.I: _.;‘ . - I i

beof # N gE

fri. [

]N lubm}tung‘ tp the publlc the fo]lomng few
pages on the subject of the Monumentﬂj Bust of
qur, gmat Dramatic Ba.rd It is nc-t my intention to
anter inip ap ax:cnunt of t.'b,e_ various poriraits
professing to resemh]a that celebrated man, but
briefly to detatl the t”act.s rela.twe to the bust; with
such observe.tmps on the presumed ‘likeness to
Shakspeare, as my " recent mvestlgauuus have
determined.

After a lapse of above two hundred years since
the death of ‘the poet, and the erection of the
monument in his place.of sepulture, so:much interest
continues to be attached to the spet, that the
Church of Stratford-upen-Avon may be said to
be almost daily visited by travellers from all parts
of the civilized world.

The remark having been made to me, by a
gentleman, who is an ardent admirer of Shakspeare,
and of the arts, that amongst all the numerous
engravings pnrportmg to be done from the bust,
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v PREFACE.

no eatisfactory resemblance could be found, and some
discussion wpon the subject taking place, it was
shortly followed by my being liberally commissioned
to visit Stratford, for the purpose of making the
drawing from which the plate was engraved, and
to which these pages refer. Having bestowed
much pains, and exerted my best ebilities to pro-
duce & correct resemblance of the original, and
presuming that a few observations to accompany
the Print,* might not be found unworthy of at-
tention by the purchasers- of the work, I have
ventured, with all due deference to the many and
high-talented writers, who have given to the world
their dissertations upon the bust of Shakspeare, to
publish “my own opinion as to its character, history,
and authenticity, up to the present time. :

AW,

* The print of the bust of Shakepeare, has been engraved
by Mr. J.8. Agar, from the original drawing in the possession
of John Cordy, Esq. Published by George Lawford, Saville
Place. Priot, Ge. Procof, Tr. Gd. B



'SHAKSPEARE's MONUMENT.

" Tut following vemarks on the Monumental Bust
of Shakspeare, in the Church of the Holy Trinity,
Stratford-upon-Avon, in Warwickshire, is printed
from my Pamphlet, 1825, with additions. I have
also given an interesting account of the Chancel
of the above church, which is extracted from an
elegant work® now in course of publication.

“ The town of Stratford-upon-Avon, illustrious in
British topography as the birth-place of Suaksriaze,
is situated on the south-western border of the
county of Warwick, on a gentle ascent from the
banks of the Avon, which rises in a small spring
at Naseby, in Northamptonshire; and continuing
its meandering course in a south-westerly direction,
approaches Stratford in a wide and proudly swelling
stream, unegualled in any other part of its course.
The town is distant eight miles south-west from
Warwick, and ninety-four miles north west from

* Vide No. 4, “ Views of Collegiate and Parochial Churches
in Great Britain, from drawings by J. P, Neale.” Tbe engravings
of which are very suitable to the illustration of the present work,
especially the fonrth plate, which shows Shﬁl?spelms mnnumtm,
his grave stone, snd tlmw of bis family, &e. &c.
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L ' MONUMENTAL BUST OF

London. The Church stands at the south-eastern
extremity, from which it is approached by a
paved walk, under an avenue of lime trees,
which bave been made to form a complete
arcade.”

“'The_chance], the eastern part of which is repre-
u.ented m ,Pl,&te IV H! the most beautiftl 62 well as
the most, perf'e.ct climwn uf this ‘CHurch, and was
erecied between t.he yﬁars 1465 and 1491, by
Thomas Balsall, D. D. who then held the office of
Dean. It is sepamt.ed from he “trafisept by an
oaken screen, which originally formed a part of the
ancient rood-loft; and which was glazed in the year
1813. . Five large ornamented windows on each
side, give light to the uhance1 ’t.hey were formerly
ecorated with pamt,ed gla.ss, the remains of which
were taken out in the }fear ITBB, and transferred to

. the centre m" the great emem window, where they
still remain, , thnugh in & very confused state. On
each side of the en.starn window is u nich, boldly
finished in tha Florid st\rla of pmnted architecture.
In the south wall, near the nItar, are three simular
niches, conjeined, in 'nhlch are placed the concessus,
or seats, for the prmsts officiating ‘at mass; and
immediately adjoining them is the piscina. These

* objects are all shewn in the Plate. On each side
of the chancel is a range of stalls belonging to
the -ancient choir, remarkable for -the' grotesque
carvings which orament the lower part of each
seat.
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 Ergoted agamﬂt the north wall, within the com«
munion rail, is, a curious althr-tomb of ‘alabaster;
to the memory of Dean Balsall, who died in 1491.
The front is divided into five compartments, in each
of which is sculptured some remarknbla event in the
history of Our Savioar: 1st. The, Fingellation; 2nd.
The leading to the Crucifixion; 3d. The Crucifixion ;
4th. The Entombment ; Sth. 'The Resurrection. At
the west end are two niches, in one of which is the
figure of a saint, and in the other are three
figures - of doubtful appropriation.’ At the emst
end ‘are likewise two mches, one contdining- the
figure of & saint, and the other three figures, :one
of which appears to represent St. James. This
tomb, which has formerly been ' paifited; is sevew
feet- six inches in leng'th by about three feet six‘
inchies in height, and is covered by a slab ‘oft
marble; i which an- engra.ved brm ﬁgum of Dean
Balsall and an macr]phon, were originally inlaid;:
but have been long since tam away. The Iettew
t. b, ithe initials of his name, and £F ﬂ, “catved”
in stbne. still remain in several pihcea " Agninst
the eastern wall of the- uhancel is & monument;’
in: memory of John Combe, Esq. ‘fhe’ subject:
of a well known satirical epitaph, aseribed.
to Shakspeare; ha died on the I10th of Ju];g,
1614.” : i

“ The next monument that c'.la.lms bur nwent!bn,
i against the morth wyll,. (being., elevaed, abopt
five feet from _tha'.'ﬂbor',} ‘erecter] abova thd: tomb.
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which énshrines "the dust of our lmcumpamble
puet, WILLIAM SHAKSPE&RE,

‘Whose excellent genins
* Opened to bim the whole art of men
* All the mines of Fancy,
' ¢ All the stores of Nature,
« And gave him power, beyond all ather Writers,
“To move | astonish! and delight mankind 1™

Our immortal bard is represented in the attitude
of inspiration, with a cushion before him, a pen in
his nght hand, and his left rested upon a scroll.
This bust is fixed under an arch, between two
Corinthjan columns of black marble, with gilded
bases and capitals, supporting the entablature ;
above which, and surmounted by a death’s head,
are carved his arms; and on each side is-a small
figure in a sitting posture, one holding in his left
hand a spade, awml the other, whose eyes are
closed, with an inverted torch in his left hand, the
right resting upon a scull, as symbols of mortality.
This bust was originally coloured to resemble life,
conformably to the taste of the times in which the
monument was erected ; * the eyes being of a light

r

'# Sir Henry Wootton, in bis Elesente of Architeciure, calls
the fashion of colouring siatuesan English lorbarism: but Sic
Willism Hamilton, in the M. 5. accoupts which mocompanied
several valuable drawings of the discoveries made at Pompeii,
und presented by bim te the Antiquarian Society, proved that it
was usnal to colour statues among the sncients. In the chapel of
Liis, in the place already menticoed, the image of that goddess




